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The Hon. J. HEITMAN: In tonight's
Paper there is a heading, "Fuel Drivers
Plan Action on Unions". The other case
to which I wish to refer concerns a man
who owns a garage at Bindoon. I called
in to see him because I bad trouble with
the water pump of my car. The man in
qiuestion was very dejected. As this was
the first time he had asked for his truck
to be loaded the unions allowed him to
take a few drums but they told him that
he must join the union before he returned
or he would not have his truck loaded. As
I have said, he runs a garage and a fuel
agency.

The Hon. V. 3. Ferry: No 35-hour week
for him.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: It would not be
Possible for him to make ends meet In a
business like that if he worked 35 hours
a week, The man in question told me hehad always carted his fuel and supplied the
district but that he would not be Per-
mitted to Pick up any more fuel. He was
told he must have a union ticket before the
next harvest or he would not be supplied.
Any farmer-driver who has not a union
ticket by that time will also be banned.

If this happens in the country somebody
will surely be run over and the accident
will be put down to deaths that occur in
the country,

The Hon. J. Dolan; You axe not suggest-
ing what your words imply? No matter
what a fellow did I could not take a life.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I know the
Minister could not and nor could I, but
when people get wild because they are
being pushed around anything is likely to
happen.

The Hon. J. Dolan: You said it.
The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Since the

Federal union leaders have been in this
State and taken over the Transport
Workers' Union we have had nothing but
trouble. It is about time the Transport
Workers' Union in this State sacked these
fellows. That union had a very good name
when it was running its own affairs but
since the Federal boys have come over
there has been nothing but trouble and
strife.

The Bon. D. K. Dans: I do not think the
Transport Workers' Union is under the
Federal award.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: The honouirable
member should consider what has hap-
pened in the last 12 months. I am sure he
is not Proud of it.

The lion. D. K. Dana: I did not say that.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I feel something
must be done about this. I have referred
to the article in this evening's Paper, but
I will not read it because everyone has re-
ceived a copy of this evening's Daily News

and they can see for themselves the action
the fuel truck drivers plan to take against
the union. So f ar as I am concerned I
hope that those who plan to take this
action against the union are successful.
There is nothing worse than being intimi-
dated or blackmailed for no reason at all.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Do you think
that could be clasisfied as biased reporting
as it was the other day?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Some people
may say that is so.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: It was sug-
gested that The West Australian news-
paper was being intimidated.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: When this sort
of thing is going on I am afraid I am very
hard to get on with.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You have not
specified whether it Is the Federal or State
union, and you should specify this,

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I am not satis-
fied that the Government is conducting
its affairs as it should.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Mr. Darn is
suggesting, because the big fellows come
over from the east there is noting you
can do about it.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: The Govern-
ment should do something about it. X sup-
port the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply as amended and I hope
what I have said will prove that the Gov-
ernment is not doing the mighty job that
Mr. Claughton claims it is.

The Hon. D. K. tans: Before you sit
down will you say what the State Govern-
ment can do about a Federal union?

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. J1. Mv. Thomson.

House adjourned at 5.14 pin.

Thursday, the 29th March, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 am., and read prayers.

LAMB MARKETING BOARD
Report: Tabling

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren-Minister
for Agriculture) [11.03 am.]: In tabling
the Lamb Marketing Board report I would
like to add that, although there is no man-
datory requirement to Produce and table
such a document, I consider it is in the
interests of the industry to do so.

The SPEAKER: The Minister cannot
make a speech.
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Mr. H. D. EVANS: I am only explaining
why it has come to be tabled. There has
been a deal of uninformed criticism in
recent months In connection with the
board. It is at least hoped that the report
will serve to indicate the problems the
board has faced and the action it has
taken. In this way future criticism may
at least be informed.

The report was tabled (see paper No. 80),

ACTS AMENDMENT (ROAD SAFETY
AND TRAFFIC) BILL

Second Reading
MR. JAMIESON (Belmont-Minitster

for Traffic Safety) [11.05 am.]: I move-
That the Hill be now read a second

time.
The main purpose of the Bill is to amend
the Traffic Act to implement the Govern-
ment's policy to take action to reduce the
accident toll on our roads.

The principal Object of the legislation
is to bring into effect the recommenda-
tions of the special committee appointed
by the Government to inquire into traffic
safety, accident research, and related mat-
ters such as vehicle registration and driver
licensing. Membership of the committee
consisted of Mr. D. H. Aitken. Commis-
sioner of Main Roads (Chairman); Mr. R.
J. Court, Assistant CommissionerI and
Superintendent A. Monck of the Police
Department; Mr. E. P. Shaddick, Commis-
sioner, Public Service Board; Mr. L. E.
McCarrey, Deputy Under Treasurer; and
Mr. R. J. Mofflln, Assistant Commissioner
of the Main Roads Department.

Recommendations of the committee were
that a road traffic safety authority and a
department of motor vehicles be estab-
lished. The role of the road traffic safety
authority will be to co-operate the traffic-
orientated activities of the three depart-
ments responsible for traffic safety-that
is. the Police Department, the Main Roads
Department and the department of motor
vehicles-and to approve traffic control
devices. Its structure will enable It to give
the Minister for Traffic Safety advice that
is soundly based on the experience of the
three departments and local government
represented on the authority.

The functions of the new department of
motor vehicles as recommended by the
committee are to be registration of motor
vehicles and licensing of drivers, driving
examiners, and second-hand vehicle
dealers, and to carry out accident research
and traffic safety investigations in liaison
with organisations such as the National
Safety Council. An early assignment of
the new department would be to conduct a
detailed study of State-wide compulsory
rDcriodic vehicle inspection so that it can
advise the Government on the possible
doption of such a scheme.

My Government has approved and will
implement these recommendations as they
provide a framework for the development
of effective traffic safety policies aimed at
achieving a significant reduction in the
road toll.

An important benefit to be derived from
this legislation is that it will combine the
registration of vehicles and licensing of
drivers under the same authority as traffic
safety and, in particular, by relieving the
Police Department of these duties, It will
enable the traffic Police to concentrate on
their real functions of law enforcement on
our roads. Representatives of the Police
Department on the committee agreed that
the transfer of vehicle registration and
driver licensing can be made without detri-
ment to the Police Department.

Indeed, it is recorded as early as 1970
that the then Commissioner of Police made
a strong case for separating his depart-
ment from vehicle and driver licensing
when he reported that the present system
had outlived its initial convenience and
from vehicle registration originally being a
minor appendage to the Police Depart-
ment, the Police Department has now
virtually become an appendage to vehicle
registration. The commissioner further
reported that there was a strong case for
separation of vehicle registration and Its
allied functions from the Police Depart-
ment and it justified the creation of a sep-
arate organisation such as a department of
motor vehicles.

The new department of motor vehicles
will take over from the Police Department
the functions of driver licensing for the
whole of the State and vehicle registration
and inspection in the metropolitan area
and those country areas where the Police
Department is at present responsible for
traffic control.

Mr. O'Connor: The police would do it
In country areas?

Mr. JAMIESON: In the country areas
where there is police control at the present
time.

Sir Charles Court: What about where
there is not?

Mr. JAMIESON: Under this Bill, the
proposed new arrangements for vehicle
registration will not extend to those coun-
try areas where local government councils
are responsible for traffic control.

The proposed amendments to the Traffic
Act as provided in this Bill are required
for the operation of the road traffic safety
authority and the department of motor
vehicles as it is necessary to identify those
sections of the Traffic Act dealing with
licensing which will be administered by the
Minister for Traffic Safety and those areas
dealing with enforcement which will be
administered by the Minister for Police.
As many amendments of the Traffic Act
are necessary to achieve this objective, I
will explain the purpose of the more im-
portant amendments to the House.
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Clause 5 of the Bill contains the defini-
tions for the new department of motor
vehicles, the director of the department.
and the areas of the State in which the
director will function as the licensing
authority. it also contains the definitions
for the Minister for Traffic Safety and the
Minister for Police in order that their
functions within the Traffic Act may be
identified.

We designated the person in charge as
"director" for one good reason: that is. if
he had been designated as a commissioner
it would have created complications be-
tween the Commissioner of Main Roads,
the Commissioner of Police, and the Com-
missioner of Road Safety when references
were made to "the commissioner" in the
Act. It is therefore convenient that this
officer should be designated as "director".

Clause 6 outlines the functions within
the Traffic Act to be administered by each
Minister. Clause 6 also provides for the
appointment of the director of the depart-
ment of motor vehicles who shall, under
the Minister for Traffic Safety, administer
the department of motor vehicles, The
structure and functions of the road traffic
safety authority are also provided under
clause 6 of the Bill. The functions of the
authority are to act as an advisory body
on traffic safety matters, and in carrying
out these duties the authority will liaise
with organisations such as the National
Safety Council: approve the erection of
traffic signs, signals, and control devices.
and the publication of information on
traffic safety; and co-ordinate those acti-
vities of the department of motor vehicles.
the Main Roads Department, and the
Police Department relating to traffic
safety. To provide for administrative
efficiency in its function of co-ordinating
these activities of the three departments,
the composition of the authority has been
limited to the heads of the three depart-
ments, and a local government represen-
tative and one other representative
appointed by the Governor, or their
deputies.

Members of the House would be aware
that section 11A of the Traffic Act has
Provided for the circumstances under
which a country local authority may elect
to hand over its functions of vehicle
licensing and traffic control to the Com-
missioner of Police. As these functions
are now to be shared between the director
of the department of motor vehicles and
the Commissioner of Police, clause 9 of
the Bill repeals the previous provision and
provides in its place that a country local
authority may now elect to relinquish
these functions, and in this case the direc-
tor of the department of motor vehicles
will become the licensing authority for
that area. It can be seen that when read
in conjunction with clause 12 of the Bill,
in these circumstances the Commissioner

of Police will carry out the traffic enforce-
ment functions while the director carries
out the licensing functions.

Clause 12 of the Sill makes provision for
the traffic enforcement functions of the
Commissioner of Police by providing that
in the metropolitan area and those coun-
try areas where the director of the depart-
ment of motor vehicles becomes the licens-
ing authority, traffic enforcement
functions will be carried out by members
of the Police Force, and in the perfor-
mance of their duties they will have
powers similar to those of a traffic inspec-
tor appointed by a country local authority.

A provision in the Bill enables members
of the Police Force to perform duties on
behalf of the director in order to provide
an orderly transition of vehicle licensing
functions in country areas where the Com-
missioner of Police is at present carrying
out these duties.

As under the Bill the director of the
department of motor vehicles will adminis-
ter the granting, renewal, suspension, or
cancellation of drivers' icenses, used car
dealers' licenses, and driving instructors'
licenses, it is necessary that those records
held by the Commissioner of Police which
may have a bearing on the carrying out of
these functions be made available to the
director. The Bill provides for this liaison
between the Commissioner of Police and
the director of the depaxrment of motor
vehicles,

Amendments in the form of substituting
the title of "Director of the Department of
Motor Vehicles" for that of "Commissioner
of Police" are necessary for such func-
tions as the issue, suspension, or cancella-
tion of drivers' licenses and matters such
as the licensing of passenger vehicles.
These proposed amendments to relevant
sections of the Traffic Act are shown in
the schedule contained within clause 24 of
the Bill.

With the division of the functions within
the Traffic Act between the Minister for
Police and the Minister for Traffic Safety,
It is necessary to make some consequential
amendments to relevant sections of other
Acts which relate to the Traffic Act. Sec-
tion 231, paragraph (g), of the Local Goy-
ermnent Act provides that prior approval
of the Minister charged with the admin-
istration of the Traffic Act Is necessary
for by-laws made by a council for regulat-
ing the parking and standing of vehicles.
As these functions within the Traffic Act
will now come under the control of the
Minister for Traffic Safety, a consequential
amendment to section 231 of the Local
Government Act is necessary and this
provision is contained in part fl of the Bill.

Likewise, the administration on a func-
tional basis of the Used Car Dealers Act,
1964, and the Motor Vehicle Drivers In-
structors Act, 1963, comes within the ambit
of the Minister for Traffic Safety and the
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director of the department of motor veh-
icles. Therefore, consequential amend-
mnents are necessary to these Acts to re-
plate the titles, where they are used, of
"Commissioner" and "members of the
Police Force" with "Director" and "Officers
of the Department of Motor vehicles".
These proposed amendments are contained
In parts M and IV of the Bill.

The amendments proposed in this Bill, I
contend, will provide the administrative
machinery for the development of effective
traffic safety policies aimed at achieving a
significant reduction in the Western Aus-
tralian road toll, and I am sure all mem-
bers will agree that this Is a worthy cause.

I seek permission to table the report
entitled Traffic Safety, Vehicle Registra-
tion, and Driver Licensing in Western Aus-
trolia, December, 1972, which has been
prepared by the committee appointed by
the Minister for Traffic Safety.

I commend the Provisions of this Bill to
the House.

The report was tabled (see paper No. 82).
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

O'Connor.

EVAPORITES (LAKE MacLEOD)
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Second Reading

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) 111.19
a.m-]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill provides for conditions under
which Texada Mines Pty. Limited is to
undertake the production of langbeinlte. a
double sulphate of Potassium and mag-
nesiumn. at Lake MacLeod. Langbelnite is
a type of potassium fertiliser which is
currently marketed overseas.

By way of Introducing the Bill, it would
be desirable to review briefly the steps
leading up to the present position.

in 1957 the company had completed 2*
years of investigations at Lake MacLeod,
some 60 miles north of Carnarvon. The
company's objective was to establish at the
lake a plant for producing potash and
other evaporites including salt, and to ship
these through a new port to be established
at Cape Cuvier, where deep water was
available.

At that time, as now, Australia imported
all its requirements of potash from over-
seas, almost entirely in the conventional
forms of either potassium sulphate-known
in the trade as sulphate of potash-or as
potassium-chloride--otherwise known as
murlate of Potash. The sulphate has a
potassium content of 40 to 42 per cent..
the mnurlate 48 to 51 per cent.

E~stablishment of the industry was thus
a very desirable objective, in that not only
would it Produce indigenous potash, but it
would also result in the development of an
industrially undeveloped area, establish-
ment of a new port, and the provision of
employment.

By and large these objectives have been
achieved. The company employs about 300
people, and produces salt valued at some
$5,000,000 a year.

The original agreement of 1967 Provided
for the establishment within five years of
the commencement date-that is, by the
18th November, 1973-of a plant capable of
Producing not less than 200,000 long dry
tons per year of potash-that is to say.
potassium chloride (C or muriate of pot-
ash) and/or potassiumn sulphate (K2604 or
sulphate of potash)-from lake brines and
/or evaporites produced in solar evapora -
tion ponds on the lake. The definition of
potash in the agreement included the word
"evaporites". This has given rise to con-
siderable doubts as to the precise meaning
of potash as defined in the agreement.

The company has claimed that a whole
range of compound salts containing potas-
sium chloride and/or sulphate, and in
particular a double sulphate of potassium
and magnesium with the chemical formula
(K. 60 4.2mg 504) known as langbeinite
and In the pure form Containing 18.9 per
cent, potassium, would satisfy the defini-
tion. The company also claimed that
langbeinite would be more easily and
reliably produced at Lake MacLeod than
would Potassium chloride (murlate of pot-
ash) and that its value was as high or
higher than that of potassium chloride per
unit weight.

At the time of considering this matter,
I have taken into account certain other
Pertinent factors. Estimates have Indi-
cated that a plant of 200,000 ton per year
capacity, including the bittern evaporation.
storage, and harvesting system, would cost
roughly the same whether Iangbelnite or
muriate of potash were produced. On
economic rounds the flow-on, in benefits
to the district, was the same.

There is, however, a significant differ-
ence In side effects in the establishment
of the two types of plant. Whereas pro-
duction of 200,000 tons of langbeinite
under existing conditions at Lake MacLeod
may be expected to produce a co-product
of approximately 2,500,000 tons of market-
able common salt, a. similar quantity of
murlate of potash could be expected to
produce nearly 15,900,000 tons. This Is
because muriate of potash contains 3.3
times as much potassium as does lang-
beinite, and langbelnite extraction is 1.9
times as efficient as mnurlate extraction.
These two factors multiplied together
result in a co-product salt factor of 6.3.
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These matters were not clearly under-
stood when the original Bill was intro-
duced into Parliament in 1987 because
prototype testing had not revealed the
detailed salt chemistry associated with this
resource. Indeed the Minister, when intro-
ducing the Bill, made it quite clear that
the measure contemplated, rather than
provided for, the establishment of a potash
industry, because despite some two years
of investigations at the lake, the company
had not at that time completed its re-
search. The original Bill placed no restric-
tions whatever on production of co-product
salt, and indeed clause 901) (g) requires
the company to put forward programmes
for expanding production to utilise the
full resources of the mineral lease. Nor
was the full impact of co-product salt
realised when the company submitted its
engineering proposals In 1988, and Indi-
eated In general that it would produce
potassium chloride or jnurlate of potash.

Accordingly, proposals for the harbour,
roads, and other infrastructure were ap-
proved. finance was secured, and the com-
pany was authorised to proceed with 'the
project as a whole. As its potash commit-
ments were not applicable for three years,
accent 'was naturally given to the building
of the solar evaporation system, roads,
port, and housing. Only in the next two
years were technical details of the secret,
partly-patented process sought and ob-
tained from the company In the strictest
confidence.

Only then did the full facts become
apparent to State and company alke-the
company's ultimate output of co-product
salt would be more than sufficient to supply
the whole Japanese market, Even at that
time, before other salt producers were fully
operative, It was realised that this could
lead to an embarrassing situation. In 1970,
therefore, the first suggestion by the com-
pany of an alternative process involving
langbeinite-whlch promised much greater
efficiency of Potassium extraction and less
co-product salt--was thus welcomed by the
then Minister for Industrial Development
and further Pilot Plant research early in
1971 was endorsed.

The company has been very active and
has successfully raised finance to complete
a 200,000-ton per year langbeinite plant by
the 31st July, 1973. at a cost of some
$8,000,000. This was In addition to expan-
sion of the solar evaporation system which
had been under way for some time-

Late in 1971 Japan suffered a severe
economic shock due to devaluation of the
U.S. dollar and the uncertainty of future
markets for Japanese goods in the United
States. This had severe repercussions in
all sectors of the Japanese economy and
affected imports from Australia, including
salt. Only now Is there any sign of a re-
surgence and a return to the erstwhile

rate of consumption growth. This reces-
sion has had a serious effect on salt pro-
ducers in Western Australia. it was high-
ly desirable to limit the production of co-
product salt by Texada by agreement with
the company. In view of undertakings
given to the company, Its willingness to
proceed with the project, the more efficient
use of potassium, and finally the unresolved
question as to the exact meaning of the
definition of Potash In the Act, I have
approved a variation to the agreement
which accepts langbeinite and other ap-
proved potassium compounds as being
potash for the purposes of the Act.

This in no way prevents the company
from Producing murlate or sulphate of
Potash, but it will result in an immediate,
and continuing increase in activity at Lake
MacLeod, which has a substantial effect
on Carnarvon. The expansion is particu-
larly welcome and to a degree will offset
the Planned wind-down of N.A.S.A. activi-
ties at Brown Range.

The variation pursuant to clause 16 of
the principal agreement gives effect to
langbelnite and other approved potassium
compounds as being potash for the pur-
Poses of the Act, and I will table this
later. As ratification late in the last ses-
sion was Impractical, and the company re-
quired firm approval to enable it to meet
the completion deadline by July, 1973,
that part of the variation has been execut-
ed and does not require ratification.

Let us now turn to the legislation before
us. This Bill gives effect to an undertaking
I gave in the House last year to Introduce
legislation which ensures that lake brines
and bitterns are fully and efficiently used.
It is a Bill which will ensure that those
portions of the agreement which deal with
production of potash are not side-stepped
In the Interests of bigger and better salt
production. The control arises from the
fact that for some years now the analysis
of brine from Lake MacLeod has Indicat-
ed a reasonably steady ratio in its content
of Potassium and sodium-or to put it in
another way, there Is a fairly fixed ratio
In the brine's content of salt and tang-
belnite.

The Bill provides that the potassium
content of the brine and evaporites pro-
duced on the mineral lease shall be, as far
a-s is practicable, fully utilised in accord-
ance with approved Proposals. The com-
pany submitted these some time ago, and
included in the Proposals was a detailed
fiowsheet which set out the initial com-
Position of the brine, the composition and
recovery of the langbelnlte product, the
recovery of common salt, and, finally, the
reject high magnesium brine.

The company's approved Proposals in-
dicate that approximately 2.500,000 tons
of salt will be produced for every 200,000
tons of granulated langbelnlte. This ratio
may vary a little with experience and
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composition of lake brine; it must also
be remembered that this will be the world's
first synthetic langbetnite plant. But at
least the objective of the variation agree-
ment is clearly sigaposted and understood
by State and company. For a time a sub-
stantial proportion of lake brine will be
required to produce a thick salt floor in
the Potash pans where langbeinitc brines
will be stored and mixed salts deposited.

To make the position quite clear In the
intervening period before production Is
stabilised, the Bill limits sales of salt by
the company to Japan to 1,750,000 tons a
Year for the years to the 31st March, 1973,
1974, and 1975.

It should be pointed out that no other
company producing salt is subject to arbi-
trary or legal restrictions on salt produc-
tion. Texada Mines has, however, an
unusual resource and there is some ground
for a restriction, at least for a time. The
House is being asked to ratify these re-
strictions.

Another provision is to ensure that
future proposals for substantial modifica-
tion, variation, or expansion of the com-
pany's products during the 10 years
following the commencement date of the
20th November, 1968, must have the prior
approval of the Minister. A further pro-
vision, relevant to full utilisation of potas-
sium, Is the requirement that the company
shall report regularly to the Minister on
these aspects of potash extraction.

Finally, the Bill requires the company
to notify force snajeure situations as and
when they occur.

It should be made quite clear that the
principal Intent of the original agreement
Is not altered. The company is still re-
quired to develop the resource of the lake
to the full, and is free to produce inuriate
or sulphate of potash as well as langbein-
ite. The main change is a relatively short-
term restriction on salt production and a
long-term insistence on full and efficient
extraction of potassium.

I will make a check, but I fancy I have
already tabled the document referred to
in the course of my speech.

Debate adjourned for one week, on
motion by Sir Charles Court (Leader of
the Opposition).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
motion

Debate resumed, from the 28th March,
on the following motion by Mr. Batenman-

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech be
agreed to-

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty

to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MIL JONES (Collie) (11.34 am.]: In
speaking to the Address-in-Reply I would
like firstly to take the opportunity to con-
gratulate the member for Blackwood on
his election to this House. I hope that the
understanding which prevailed between
the two previous members for Bllackwood-
Mr. Kitney and Mr. Reid-and myself will
continue to prevail; because members 'will
appreciate that where electorates adjoin
one another it Is important for members
to discuss matters of common interest to
both electorates.

During the currency of the Address-In-
Reply debate strong criticism has been
levelled at the performance of the Federal
Government; and prior to this session cen-
sure motions have been levelled at the per-

'formance of the present State Govern-
ment. I am very pleased with the per-
formance of the new Federal Government.
I think the member for Mt. Hawthorn and
the member for Northam last night clearly
indicated the position on a national basis
so far as our party system Is concerned.
I am very pleased to see the Prime Minis-
ter taking action so quickly. I am heart-
ened to see that it Is intended to introduce
aL national superannuation scheme.

I am equally pleased to see that the Fed-
eral Government intervened in the national
wage case and supported the upgrading of
the base wage or the wage payable to low-
income earners. I have been connected
with the industrial movement for a long
time, and it cannot be denied that labour-
ers and semi-skilled workers have
suffered; as a result of wage fixation their
margins have been destroyed. The action
of the Federal authority in the Arbitration
Court, supported by the new Labor Gov-
ernment, will somewhat restore that defici-
ency and assist low wage earners to share
In the national wealth and to be placed on
a much firmer basis than they are at the
moment.

I am also pleased to hear of the pro-
posed introduction of a national health
scheme. I think It is indeed wrong that
workers on low Incomes should be required
to pay the same amount for hospital bene-
fits. protection as workers In receipt of as
much as nine or 10 times more than they
receive. I am of the opinion the scheme
now under consideration will be of great
benefit to labourers and other low income
earners.

Mr. O'Neil: Do you believe In fiat rate
increases ar percentage increases?

Mr. JONES: I have only 45 minutes at
my disposal, and I Intend to use my time
to my advantage.

Mr. O'Neil: I only want a "Yes" or "No".
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Mr. JONES: Irrespective of the criti-
cism levelled at the State Government. I
am pleased to record its. good performance
so far as my electorate is concerned. 1
take this opportunity, on behalf of the
mineworkers and the general community
of Collie, to thank the Premier and other
members of the Government for their uin-
derstanding attitude and for the pro-
gramme which has been initiated in Collie.

It will not be denied that Collie has
been a depressed town for a long time.
We have seen a decrease in the popula-
tion from some 10,000-odd in the late
1950s to 7,000-odd today. Of course, there
are reasons for that decline. Collie was
subjected to the administration of the
Brand-Nalder Government. I would lie
to refer to the records for a moment to
show how that is so.

I refer firstly to the Weekend News of
Saturday, the 5th June, 1972, under the
heading of, "The David Brand Story". We
find that Sir David Brand still has on his
conscience the effect on Collie of his
actions In 1960. On the same page of that
newspaper is a photograph of Mr. Craw-
ford Nalder, the right-hand man of the
coalition. Let us trace the history of this
matter. We find that In 1960 those two
men threw 500 men in Collie out of work
overnight. There were hundreds of empty
houses in Collie, and the town has never
recovered from that event. Sir David was
still concerned in 1972, and to indicate this
I will make a short quotation from his
mnemoirs-

Along with other men and women
I can't shed problems just by going
home.

This applies more particularly to
the human problems, such as the
changes we had to make shifting
people from Collie because of policy.

I hope In the time available to me to be
able to prove convincingly the shortcom-
ings of the Erand-Nalder Administration
and its effect and impact not only on the
Collie region and the south-west generally
but on the whole of the State of Western
Australia.

Mr. Graham: You will need more than
45 minutes.

Sir Charles Court: What about power
In the future?

Mr. JONES: I will come to power In a
moment.

Sir Charles Court: You have skipped
over 10 years as though they did not exist.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. JONES: I would like to place on

record that the promises of the Govern-
ment have been honoured. I remind
members of a speech I made during the
Address-In-Reply debate last session. I
said that the policy I supported while
sitting on the Opposition side of the House

was still supported by me while sitting
on this side of the Chamber. What I said
during my speech last session still holds.
I hope to prove some of the statements
I made during my speech last session. If
we compare the performance of the
present Government, bearing In mind the
attitude adopted by the Previous Brand-
Nalder Government, it can be seen that
Collie has received the treatment it richly
deserves.

I refer firstly to the five-year coal con-
tracts which, undoubtedly, bring stability
to the coalmining industry. I refer to the
boring programme Involving an expendi-
ture of $320,000 that has been put in train
in conjunction with Peabody Coal and
Western Collieries Pty. Ltd. This pro-
gramme has proved the existence of hun-
dreds of millions of tons of coal in the
Collie coalfield.

Mr. Nalder: Is It deep coal?
Mr. JONES: No, It Is open-cut coal.

This Is something the honourable mem-
ber's Government did nothing about. I
also refer to the amendments that were
made to the Coal Mine Workers (Pen-
sions) Act which provided for automatic
adjustments to the pensions of coalminers
following any increases in social benefits.
These amendments were Introduced be-
cause under the former Administration
coalminers sometimes had to wait nine
months before they received any increase
In their pensions to bring them to the
same level as the social service benefits.

I would also like to point to the building
programme that has been progressing in
Collie. Wrhilst the previous Government
was in office my appeal in this respect fell
on deaf ears. Subsequently I appealed to
the Government which I support and the
following building works have now been
completed-

New Mines Department .. 31,925
Canteen at Collie High School 17,282
New police station and

sergeant's quarters 87,792
Improvements to Collie Court

House . . .... .... 20,000
Most importantly, extensions are now being
made to the Collie District Hospital. This
work will cost in excess of $600,000.

I appealed to the Minister for Health in
the previous Government to do something
about the deplorable conditions at the
Collie hospital, but unfortunately once
again my pleas fell on deaf ears, because
at present that hospital still has only one
special ward for men. Asthmatics are
accommodated in beds situated on the
verandah. This is a deplorable situation
in view of the climatic conditions in Collie.
However I am pleased to say that the Gov-
ernment I support has had a look at the
situation and, as I have already stated,
extensions to the value of $600,000 are now
being built which will improve the standard
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of hospital accommodation in Collie. Fur-
ther. a new slow learners' school is to be
built at Collie this year at a cost of $25,000,

The most important aspect of the pro-
gress being made in Collie is, of course, the
deep drilling programme which has already
disclosed vast resources of deep coal which
are available to the Government or the
State Electricity Commission. For the
moment I will not elaborate on that dril-
ling programme, but will return to it after
speaking on power generation, because
members would be disappointed, to say the
least, if I did not refer to "Old King Coal"
and the role it must play In providing pow-
er generation in the future of Western
Australia.

However, before discussing that matter
I appeal to the Minister for Works and
Water Supplies to give immediate atten-
tion to the construction of another dam
in the Thompson Brook area which is
located a few miles out of Donnybrook.
The Minister for Works and Water Sup-
plies in the previous Goverrnent will note
that a dam was constructed at Glen Mer-
vin, and a new type of irrigation process
was introduced whereby the water from
the dam was fed Into the river or the
creek and then pumped from this source
to the various farms situated along the
Preston Valley. This has proved to be a
very successful operation, but, unfortu-
nately, due to the very dry season we
have experienced, restrictions have been
placed on farmers in the area who use the
water from this source.

If the Preston Valley water supply is to
be extended, in my view it Is imperative
that another dam be constructed in the
Thompson Brook area. I have already
raised this matter with the Commonwealth
Minister for the Environment and Con-
servation (Dr. Cass) who has indicated
to me that he Intends to have early talks
with our State Minister for works and
Water Supplies (Mr. Jamieson)-

Mr. Thompson: What has it to do with
him?

Mr. JONES:, -and I hope these discus-
sions will not be delayed because, in my
view, they are very Important, I have also
submitted a case to the Minister for Works
and Water Supplies on this matter. It Is
one that is extremely important to farm-
ers and orchardists in the Preston Valley.
Thompson Brook, and adjacent areas, and
I hope the Commonwealth Minister, in
conjunction with our State Minister, will
consider this matter at the earliest oppor-
tunity because the extensions are vital to
the district, particularly to those engaged
in farming and fruit-growing activities.

Mr. Hutchinson: Good sites are avail-
able for that, too.

Mr. JONES: Yes, they are. I now wish
to return to the question of power genera-
tion. If we look back in history we know,
as the Leader of the Opposition said be-
fore he left his seat, that the Brand-

Nalder Government decided to build a 240
megawatt power station at Muja, some 17
miles from Collie. At the opening of that
power station, Sir David Brand said it was
the intention of his Government to in-
crease the capacity of the station provided
the requirement existed and the coal sup-
lies were available.

Unfortunately in 1964 the Government
of the day subsequently announced that
the capacity of the oil-fired power station
at Swinana would be doubled. Such a
decision met with a hostile reception from
many quarters. At that time I was the
secretary of the coalmnine workers' union,
and members will recall the strong opposi-
tion I raised against that proposal. This
was an important issue and was the sub-
ject of headlines in many newspapers. I
draw attention to the headlines which ap-
peared In the Weekcendi News on the 21st
November, 1954. They were-

Experts Criticise Govt. Fuel Policy
Why has W.A. coal been rejected

for new power?

if we go a step further to look at the
reasons for the extension of the oil-fired
power station at Swinana It Is quite clear
why the previous Liberal Government de-
cided to take this step Instead of extend-
Ing the Muja power station. It will not
be denied that during my five years as a
member of this House I have attempted,
on every possible occasion, to bring to the
notice not only of the Previous Govern-
ment, but also of my Government, the
plight of the people of Collie. I drew at-
tention to the non-impflementation of the
decentralisation policies that were ad-
vanced, and, of course, raised the question of
power generation not only on a State basis,
but also on a national and world basis.

Since my election to this House I have
introduced two motions dealing with this
Question. I introduced one in 1968 to pro-
vide for the rester utilisation of Collie
coal, and in 1970 1 moved a motion for the
appointment of a Royal Commission into
the operations of the State Electricity Com-
mision. It is important to note that during
the discussions that ensued, following a
deputation taken to the State Electricity
Commission on the 29th March, 1972. it
was revealed that the commission con-
sidered that In the Collie coalfield some
267,000,000 tons of extractable coal were
available.

At this deputation we were advised by
the chairman of the State Electricity Com-
mission (Mr. Parker), that the previous
Government and the commission had de-
cided to erect only four 60 megawatt units
at Muja so that Collie could have a reason-
able economic life.

We also drew his attention to the fact
that additional coal reserves existed. At
this conference I was able to indicate the
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results of the drilling programme which
had been undertaken by Western Collieries
and by the Peabody company of America.

Reference to Hansard will show that the
Brand-Nalder Government did very little
-in fact nothing at all-about exploring
the Collie field. The questions asked In
this House and the answers given clearly
indicate the negative thinking of the pre-
vious Government in relation to this
matter. On the 12th August, 1970, the
Leader of the Country Party said there was
enough coal in the Collie field for 30 years.
He was reported in the Daily News as hay-
ig made that statement.

On the 23rd September, 1965, the then
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Hawke)
asked a question as follow--

In view of the fact that Consulting
Mining Engineer Marshall and other
coalmining engineers at Collie disagree
with the statement by the Minister for
Electricity as published in The West
Australian on the 20th November, 1964,
in which he claimed known economic
deposits of coal at Collie are sufficient
for only 30 years, will he advise-

Then he mentioned the effect of this on
the extension of the MuJa power station.

The Premier of the day answered in the
following terms-

The reserves of both the open cut
and deep coal are well known follow-
ig geological and geophysical exami-
nation, drilling, and the mining opera-
tions conducted over the years.

However, in 1970 when Sir David Brand, as
Premier, went to Bunbury he was reported
in the South Western Times as saying that
we must have confidence in the great
natural assets of the country, and he was
also thinking of the development of Collie.
He believed that Collie had much more coal
than the Government knew about.

What did his Government do about this
matter? The answer is that It did nothing
at all. What course did the then Govern-
ment follow? It preferred to use imported
fuel oil. I shall show later that the supply
of fuel oil is very shaky, The previous
Government did nothing to Institute a
drilling programme, but it decided to
double the capacity of the Kwinana oil-
burning power station. That was to the
detriment of Collie and the natural assets
of the State.

Mr. May: What was the significance of
the statement that Sir David Brand made
in Bunbury?

Mr. JONES: The significance was this:
An election was to be held about that time.

Mr. Nalder: You think this.
Mr. JONES: I know. It is unfortunate

that the Leader of the Opposition is not
in the Chamber. because I want to refer to

some of his remarks. It is not always
possible for a member to hear replies to
interjections which are given from the
front bench opposite. I do not take kindly
to what the Leader of the Opposition said
about me. I refer to what he said in this
debate on the 20th March, as recorded on
page 55 of the current Hansard. He said-

I am not talking in terms of one
aspect-namely. Collie coal-but of
one part of the total fuel and energy
programme. We know more coal will
be found at Collie.

This is a strange situation, because in
1965 the then Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment said that the reserves of both
open-cut and deep coal were well known.
Then Sir David Brand said in Sunbury in
1910 that he was thinking of the develop-
ment of Collie; but last week the Leader
of the Opposition said there was more coal
to be found in Collie. I would point out
that hundreds of millions of tons of cheap,
extractable open-cut coal have been found
in Collie, but this did not come about as
a result of any inspiration of the former
Government; it came about as a result of
the efforts of the Present Labor Govern-
ment, in conjunction with the State Elec-
tricity Commission, Western Collieries, and
the Peabody company of America. To con-
tinue with what was said by the Leader
of the Opposition on the 20th March in
this debate-

Mr. Jones: Why did Your Govern-
ment not use it? That is what stag-
gered me.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We did use
it. Who built the big Power station at
Muja?

Mr. Jones: Why did you build only
four 60 MW units?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The mem-
ber for Collie is not on sound ground
when he talks about this.

Mr. Jamieson: It is sound ground.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I ask the

member for Collie to listen for a
minute. He is thinking with a mind
like a small oyster instead of thinking
at the national level.

He said that I was thinking with a mind
like a small oyster. I can Prove that he is
the small oyster, because he did nothing
about Instituting a boring Programme in the
Collie coalfield; and as a result the People
of Collie and of the south-west of this
State have suffered. I take strong excep-
tion to the words he used in relation to my
thinking.

Let us look what has happened on the
Power scene; the facts are very revealing.
On the 22nd March I asked a question in
this House relating to the coal reserves at
Collie and the implementation of a boring
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programme. The answer given by the
Minister to the third Part of my question
was--

(3) The S.E.C. has indicated to the
Government, the need to order
more generating plant. The Gov-
ernment, is currently evaluating
the Possible further development
at the Muja power house and an
early decision Is anticipated.

From the point of view of defence, would
I1 be wrong in suggesting that It would be
unsafe to extend the Kwlnana power sta-
tion beyond its present capacity? I am now
speaking of the question of defence and the
cutting off of oil supplies.

I reallse that natural gas will be utlillsed
in Western Australia: but I ask whether
the economics and the reserves of natural
gas have been proved sufficiently to enable
us to place reliance on natural gas as a fuel.
If we look Into the question of reliability
of oil supplies from the Middle East and
other countries we find we are In a very
precarious position. This is not my view,
but that of experts, because if we turn to
the Dairy News of the 8th May, 1972, we
see a report under the heading of "Empty
all oil wells-then what?"

Let me draw attention to what one of
the oil chiefs predicts. In the Weekend
News of the 17th February, 1973, appeared
a report of what a senior Shell executive
(Mr. J. G. N_ Drummond) had to say. He
said, "We may soon have to return to coal"

Mr. O'Neil: If that happened the head-
line in the newspaper winl be, "Empty all
coal mines-then what?"

Mr. R. L. Young: When you refer to Sir
David Brand's personal assessment of the
fact that thene may be more coal at Collie,
is he correct?

Mr. JONES: of course, he is, because the
present Labor Government proved his
statement was correct. The point I1 make
Is this: Sir David Brand said In 1955 that
the Government knew the reserves of open-
cut and deep coal following geological and
geophysical examination, drilling, and the
mining operations conducted over the
years.

Irrespective of the efforts I have made
in respect of this question since I have
been a member of this Parliament, and
even while I was the secretary of the Collie
miners' union, nothing was done about the
matter. However, as a result of the drilling
programme initiated by the present Gov-
ernment hundreds of millions of tons of
additional coal have been proved, and
there is more.

It Is important for us to take into con-
sideration what the world is thinking about
power generation. A survey which was
undertaken of the world's potential sup-
plies shows this to be the situation not only
in Collie. in Western Australia. in the

national sphere, but also on the world
scene. The following appears in that
survey-

Coal is Becoming World's No. 1 Fuel.
In 1970 world energy consumption

was the equivalent of 7000 million tons
of coal.

By 1980 this figure Is expected to be
22,000 million tens.

If we look at the Soviet Union and
the United Stated of America, both
nations with a low-fuel economy,
namely oil, nuclear power, natural gas
and coal (all of them Indigenous re-
sources to these nations) we will find
that the coal mining industry Is
expanding rapidly.

In the Soviet Union they are plan-
ning to raise coal output to 1000 mlliion
tens by the year 2000.

This means that their 1970 coal out-
put will have Increased by 50%.

The United States plans to expand
its coal industry to 780 million tons
for the supply to electric power
stations by the year 2000.

In 1970 the supply to power stations
in the United States was 326 million
tons.

China intends to Increase its coal
output each year and In 1970 produced
360 million tons.

Mr. Gayfer: Is that any different from
the figure given last year?

Mr. JONES: This information is more
up to date and I have not quoted it before.
If the honourable member had been listen-
ing he would not have had to ask that
question.

Mr. Gayfer: We always listen, but your
speeches sound so similar.

Mr. JONES: The information gained
during the surveys is not readily available.

Mr. Gayfer: That is a long time ago.

Mr. JONES: Surely the member for
Avon, with his experience in GEM.., knows
that the result of a survey is not available
the day after the survey is carried out.
However, I will not be distracted by the
Minister for wheat! The result of the
survey continues--

Czechoslovakia plans to increase its
output of 120 million tons to 140
million tons by 1980.

India, where in 1970 Coal output was
70 million tons, foresees an annual
growth of 9 per cent and Is planning
to convert a large part of its economy
to solid fuel.

Canada, which Produced 17 million
tons in 1910, is planning to increase
Its output to 71 million tons by 1990.

Poland is planning to raise produc-
tion to over 200 million tons by 1985
as against 140 million tons in 1970.
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In Japan there is a very serious coal
crisis with the consumption in 1970 of
86 million tons while its production
was only 36 million tons.

Therefore we must realise that the
coal mining industry, in global terms,
Is expanding with one exception-
Western Europe-and it is there that
the miners have suffered from closures.
unemployment and the disruption of
social life.

That is the scene concerning world power
generation. Even places close to the middle
East are not relying on oil so much now
because of the possibility that the oil
supplies will cease; and then what will they
do?

As I have mentioned earlier in this
House, the Public Service Board in
America has already directed that no more
coal-fired systems are to be put out of
commission because in view of the threat-
ened curtailment of oil supplies it wants a
lull programme of coal generation.

No member on the other side could say I
have not accurately indicated the world
scene. Of course, at Collie we have
troubles because that station has four 60
MW units and it is trying to compete effi-
ciently and costwlse with 200 MW units at
Kwinana. Any fair-minded member would
realise how hard it would be to compete
with bigger units. The calorific value of
Collie coal is satisfactory. It has a lower
Btu value than coals in the Eastern States,
but at the same time our coal has one
advantage inasmuch as the coals from the
Eastern States have a very high ash con-
tent. In most cases in the Eastern States
it is as high as 25 per cent. so that of
every one ton of coal bought In many parts
of the Eastern States one-quarter would
be waste. Although Collie coal may be at
a disadvantage -so far as the Btu value is
concerned it certainly has an advantage in
that the ash content is between 3 and 6 per
cent, only.

An extensive survey carried out by the
coalmining companies, other coalinining
interests, and me has revealed that the
coal available at Collie Is as cheap as coal
available anywhere else in the world.

I now come to the Present situation. I
think I have clearly demonstrated the
shortcomings of the Brand-Nalder Ad-
ministration in respect of power. The
Labor Government is currently consider-
ing an extension to the power system. It
is necessary to plan well ahead because of
the waiting period involved with the supply
of equipment after an order Is placed. I
plead with the Government, of which I
am a supporter, to establish an additional
unit at the MuJa generating station.

I do not doubt the sincerity of Mr.
Parker, the Chairman of the S.E.C., who
told me that the station at Collie was
based on four 60 MW units because of the
known resources at Collie. Mr. Parker
would not deny the fact that during the

4M7

conference I asked him about the oil sup-
plies for the power station. He said that
there 'was no guarantee concerning the
supplies.

Consequently the situation is quite clear.
One policy is adopted for the coal industry
and another for oil-fired generation.

The drilling at Collie was carried out on
an international standard by Peabody Coal
Company and Western Collieries. Peabody
Coal Company, which now has Its Aus-
tralian office at Colie, employed one of its
leading geologists from America to be in
charge of the operations. I understand
that the joint effort has already proved
that in excess of 100,000,000 tons of open-
cut coal is available. I understand that
additional coal has been proved in the
Western No. 2 area where the deep mine is
located. on a production basis ranging
from 500,000 tons to 600,000 tons a year it
has been proved that with the reserves
already known the mine could continue to
operate for 20 years. Of course, much wore
coal Is yet to be found.

Various names are given to different
areas. I know that drilling is yet to take
place in the Ewington and Stockton
areas. Of course, this is In addition
to the deep mines which are yet to be
utilised. Admittedly many of these have
closed down, but under the board and
pillar system of extraction only a little
over 30 per cent. of the coal is taken out
of the round. I suggest that one day the
remainder will be won as a result of the
new means of extraction. in my opinion
eventually the roofs will be lifted from
the old mines and all the pillars rem ain-
ing in the ground will be used for the
benefit of the State.

I[ have adequately proved, as a result
of the activities of the Government in
conjunction with Peabody Coal Company
and Western Collieries, that the argument
advanced by the State Electricity Commis-
sion regarding limited reserves of coal at
Collie is groundless. In the Interests of
decentralisation, as well as in the in-
terests of the stability of the town of
Collie and the coal industry, the Govern-
ment and the State Electricity Commis-
sion should give Immediate consideration
to extending the use of coal-fired genera-
tion units, particularly in view of the
threatened curtailment of oil supplies.

I do not suppose members have read
the submission of Sir Harold Raggatt to
the Senate inquiry into national re-
sources, but he clearly Indicated that we
could be in trouble if our oil supplies
were curtailed, and no-one can refute this.

That is the Collie story which I submit
on behalf of the electors I am proud to
represent. I have carried out a great deal
of research on the matter and I have
raised it at every possible opportunity,
but unfortunately my approaches have
met with no success. However, now
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I hope that, in the interests of the
people of Collie. the Government will
reconsider the Problem. I do not suggest
that other types of natural gas or oil
should not be used, but I do suggest that
Collie should enjoy its share of the energy
market.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!
Mr. JONES: Every good reason exists to

support this proposition. As the boring
operations have been proved successful,
the previous generation policies should be
reviewed.

With reference to my proposal for a
Royal Commission, from what I learnit
from my investigations overseas I would
say that everything in my submission is
true to the letter. What I said in support
of a Royal Commission was correct in
every detail, so now I am putting in a plug
f or an industry which is at present de-
pressed. In 1954 it employed 1,560 workers,
but today the work force is less than 700.

I think that what I have said will
indicate the feeling in Collie. Whilst the
decision to construct the power house at
Muja was sound it did have some detri-
mental effects as far as Collie was con-
cerned. Before the construction of MuJa
1,000,000 tons of coal was taken from
Collie by rail each year. Although our pro-
duction Is now In excess of 1,000,000 tons
it is not leaving Collie and, as a conse-
quence, we have lost hundreds of railway
workers from the town.

There are no job opportunities for youth
in Collie. Most of the State Housing Com-
mission homes made vacant because of the
policy of the Brand Government have now
been let to deserted wives and widows. I
am not saying that those People should not
be housed, and some of them are in very
distressing circumstances. Some very good
types of people are involved. However,
because of the very low rate of pension
received by many of them they do not
assist the financial economy of the town.
In some cases they cannot afford even to
buy a paper. It will be appreciated what
impact those people have on business inter-
ests in the town. That is another reason
why more consideration should be given to
the extension of the Muja system.

Mr. Nalder: Are you fairly confident that
there will be an extension to the MuJa
power station?

Mr. JONES: I am not a member of the
Cabinet, but I have certainly put forward
a plea.

Mr. Nalder: You are saying you are very
happy with what Is happening?

Mr. JONES: A decision will be made.
What I had to say when I was on the
other side of this House I repeat from
this side of the House. I challenge any
member In this House to indicate where
I have changed my policy.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is obvious that you
would have been a far better Minister than
some of those on the front bench,

Mr. JONES: I do not know about that.
Mr. Hutchinson: I mean what I said.

Mr. JONES: I do not think the honour-
able member opposite would deny that I
have done considerable research. I have
always raised this matter in the interests
of my electorate. I raised it when I was
secretary of a union, and what I have to
say Is not idle talk. Any member who Is
prepared to investigate my remarks will
find that what I have been advocating
since long before I came to this place is
the same as I am advocating on the 29th
March, 1973.

Mr. Nalder: Even if a lot more coal was
used the population would not be Increased
greatly.

Mr. JONES: I do not accept that propo-
sition. Even with open-cut work there will
have to be operators in the Power houses.
An Increase in production would have an
impact all along the line.

Mr. Nalder: You will not get the same
number of men back Into the coal indus-
try.

Mr. JONES: I have to admit that we
cannot expect that. The railway workers
have suffered hardships because of tech-
nological change.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-
able member has five more minutes.

Mr. JONES: One does have to accept
technological changes. Big diesels are now
used on the railways. I was a fireman,
myself, once and I know what it is like to
swing a "banjo" at three o'clock in the
morning. I have had experience digging
coal, using coal, and now I am talking
about coal. In answer to the Interjection
from the Leader of the Country Party, it
will be readily appreciated that the diesell-
sation of the railways has meant a curtail-
ment to the advancement of the railway
section. Diesel engines are hauling twice
the loads Previously hauled by steam loco-
motives. If I remember correctly, the FS
locomotive was hauling about 390 tons of
coal each trip to Bunbury. Whilst in
Bunbury last week I was told that the
engines were now hauling about 900 tons
of coal. It will be appreciated that this
increase in tonnage is due to technological
changes.

I am not suggesting that technological
changes have not occurred in the coal-
mining industry. The 35-hour week has
been introduced and has increased effi-
ciency. The reduction In the number of
shifts worked has meant a considerable
saving in expenses. I appeared before the
Western Australian Coal Tribunal and
argued the case in 1968. I was successful
and we reached agreement on some
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changes regarding productivity and classi-
fications. On behalf of the coal industry
I was able to present a submission to show
that there was no alternative to imple-
menting the 35-hour week. At a seminar
in Sydney last year it was proved what
could be achieved by understanding. I was
able to show in the submissions and ex-
hibits which I placed before the Industrial
Court that the introduction of a 35-hour
week meant a reduction in costs to the em-
ployers. When we achieved the 35-hour
week we also increased productivity. The
companies and employers would not deny
that fact.

We hear so much opposition to the
introduction of a 35-hour week generally,
but I wonder just how real the fears are.
I am not suggesting that the position in
the coal industry applies to every in-
dustrial scene. However, the introduction
of the 35-hour week in the coal industry
has proved to be of benefit to the workers,
the employers, and the companies. Per-
haps those members on the other side of
the House who are opposed to the shorter
working week will have to change their
thinking. They will have to go more deeply
into the matter because, in many in-
stances, the arguments put forward are
wrong.

Mr. Bertram: I think we will have to
wait a long time.

Mr. JONES: Yes, but the 35-hour week
will come. It is a must. I point out that
the philosophies put forward by the em-
ployers are not always right. In fact,
if the employers were to discuss the
matter with the Employers Federation, or
the other employers in Collie, they would
know what the true position Is.

Mr. Nalder: Do you think that what
you have said would apply in the primary
industry?

Mr. JONES: No doubt it could apply.
There has to be understanding from both
sides: it is not a one-way ticket. I think
the principle could be applied after care-
ful examination.

I think I have traversed the ground
which I wished to cover. I am sure mem-
bers will appreciate that it would be
wrong if I did not mention "Old King
Coal".

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!£

Mr. JONES: Coal is still important to
the industrial expansion of Western Aus-
tralia. With those few words I have much
pleasure In supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-In-Reply.

MR. STEPHENS (Stirling) (12.18 p.m.]:
Along with previous speakers I would Ike
to add my congratulations and welcome
to the new member for Blackwood, al-
though I do not understand why he

chose to sit one seat away from me! I
regret the fact that the member
for Bunbury found it necessary to resign,

but I look forward to welcoming the new
Liberal member for Bunbury In the near
future.

Mr. Brady: That is wishful thinking.
Mr. Nalder: We only have to wait a

few mnore days.
Mr. STEPHENS: I also congratulate the

Leader of the Opposition for the manner
in which he brought to the notice of this
House the very real danger which West-
ern Australia is facing at the moment
regarding the erosion of the powers of
the State Parliament. This matter has
been fully debated and It is not my in-
tention to pursue it in any great length
today. However. I point out that since
the debate took Place ample evidence has
appeared in the Press to support the
claim that the Federal Government is
using-or threatening to use-its financial
Powers to usurp the role of the State
Government.

The question Is asked: Why does the
Federal Government want to follow a
policy of centralism? I do not Personally
believe it is a question of power for power's
sake. I believe that the Labor Party feels
this policy is a6 necessary step on the road
to socialism. I believe that one of the
bulwarks we have against socialism is the
fact that we have six State Governments
and one Federal Government. The multi-
plicity of Governments makes it exceed-
ingly difficult for the socialists to turn
Australia into a socialistic State by con-
stitutional means. If our Federation serves
no other purpose, it is worth preserving
and strengthening so that it provides a
bulwark against the threat of socialism.

Mr. Graham: What about a bulwark
against the threat of terrorism? You are
not concerned about that.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. STEPHENS: The debate on the

Address-in-Reply has been interesting
because the subject of foreign Policy and
our involvement in Vietnam, which would
not normally come Into the Address-in-
Reply debate, have been discussed.

Mr. Hartrey: There was Justification for
it.

Mr. STEPHENS: The many Labor mem-
bers who have expressed their views on
this subject have introduced nothing new
whatsoever. Most of their views have been
expressed for Years in papers emanating
from communist countries.

Mr. Hartrey: I do not think Britain
is a communist country.

Mr. STEPHENS: The views expressed
in this House recently have been featured
for years in papers emanating from Com-
munist, countries. The honourable member
can put his own interpretation on this
remark, if he so wishes.

During a debate last session I indicated
my support for our involvement in Viet-
nam. It has been necessary for the free
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countries of the western world to combat
the probing actions of world communism
which have been taking place. Unfortun-
ately, Vietnam was only the latest one
in a series which started from the crisis
of the post-war Period. We had the
situation of so-called spontaneous up-
risings in Greece and Malaysia. We know
what happened in Korea. All were Part
of the same pattern; namely, to test the
free world's determination to resist the
advance of socialism.

Mr. Brown: Bangladesh?
Mr. STEPHENS: The other evening the

member for Mirrabooka gave us a short
lesson in history.

Mr. Bryce: A good one, tool
Mr. STEPHENS: I understood him to say

that history repeats itself because we are
not prepared to learn from the lessons of
history. I agree with him on this point, but
it is also quite obvious the A.LP. has not
learnt from history.

Mr. Hutchinson: It cannot learn.

Mr. STEPHENS: I shall refer briefly to
the history of Europe between 1933 and
1939. The member for Mirrabooka men-
tioned the rise of Hitler. I am quite certain
that we would have seen the early downfall
of Hitler had action been taken earlier
by Britain and France. We would not have
been forced to fight the war which com-
menced in 1939 and caused deaths estima-
ted to number 60,000,000. Had action been
taken when Hitler sent his troops into the
Ruhr, which was a significant point in his
rise to power, the war of 1939 to 1945 might
not have occurred. I admit a few unfortu-
nates might have lost their lives, but not
the 60,000,000 who subsequently died be-
cause the matter was delayed until 1939.

Let us look at the attitude of the Labor
Party in 1939. Even after war had been
declared against Germany, Mr. Curtin, the
Leader of the Opposition in the Federal
House of Representatives at the time, said
on the 16th November, 1939, when speak-
ing to a debate-

In the meantime I am opposed to an
expeditionary force leaving this Com-
monwealth for overseas.

In other words, he was opposed to Austra-
lia taking its place, along with other free
nations, in an endeavour to defend our
freedom. I repeat that this was said after
we were at war. He also said-

With regard to compulsory training,
I say that we are against it. I see no
justification for it.

Mr. Graham: That is the attitude of the
present Australian Government and it is
proving more satisfactory than the other
attitude.

Mr. Hutch inson: How can you tell?
Mr. STEPHENS: Later on in his speech,

Mr. Curtin said it again.

Mr. Graham: There was no more Justifi-
cation than ever before.

Mr. STEPHENS: Let me have my say;
the Deputy Premier has had his.

Mr. Graham: I have not yet spoken to
the Address-in-Reply.

Mr. O'Neil: A pleasure In store!
Mr. STEPHENS: Mr. Curtin was quite

emphatic and twice said, "There is no jus-
tification for compulsory military train-
ing." He spoke again in the House on the
29th November. 1939, and at the conclusion
of his speech moved the following amend-
inent-

That all the words after "Thatf' be
omitted with a view to insert in lieu
thereof the following words "this House
is of opinion that Australia's man-
Power is required for the defence and
safety of the Commonwealth, and is
opposed to the despatch of expedition-
ary forces.

Mr. Jamieson: Did he not Prove to be
right in the ultimate?

Mr. STEPHENS: Even at a time when we
were fighting a war which no-one, today,
would say was not absolutely essential, it
is clear the labor Party followed a policy
of isolation. It was not prepared to take
its part with other free nations in the world
to Protect our freedom. Within 18 months,
the same man had to appeal to the Anmeri-
cans to come here and save us. The
Americans, incidentally, had an Army con-
sisting of conscripts.

Mr. H. D. Evans: He had to resolve the
fiasco left by Menzies, don't forget.

Mr. Jamieson: Our forces had been dis-
sipated all over the world.

Mr. STEPHENS: Our forces might have
been all over the world but they were serv-
ing a useful purpose. Had it not been for
the 9th Division in the Middle East, the
German forces might have gone right
through, encircled the oil fields, and
reached the gulf.

Mr. May: The same could have happened
to Australia had we not brought our forces
back.

Mr. STEPHENS: When Australia was
threatened we had experienced and trained
forces to bring back in order to defend
our country. Had we not participated as
a nation men would have volunteered and
would have been integrated in forces over-
seas. We would not have been able to
bring them back had this happened.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Why did Menzies
cease to be Prime Minister?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. STEPHENS: I will ignore that-
Mr. Graham: As well you might!
Mr. STEPHENS: -but I will direct the

member for Mirrabooka to do a little
research into the reasons for Menzies being
forced to give over the reins of Govern-
ment.
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Mr. A. R. Tonkin. I have done my
research-not a little, but a lot.

Mr. STEPHENS: No-one would realise it
from the nature of the honourable mem-
ber's remarks.

Mr. Graham: Menzies' party gave him
away and he gave Australia away. This
was in our hour of greatest danger.

Point of Order
Mr. O'CONNOR: Mr. Speaker, I can-

not hear what the member for Stirling
is saying.

Mr. Jamieson: You are not missing
anything.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Debate Resumed
Mr. STEPHENS: It is quite obvious

the Labor Party, in relation to Its foreign
policy, has not learnt anything during the
30 years since the last war. It has not
learnt a lesson from history. The A.L.P.
is prepared to turn around and insult
our American allies to whom we were
thankful in 1941.

Mr. Graham: That is 30 years ago.
Mr. STEPHENS: Many Labor members

seem to think that "a defence force" Is
a dirty expression and that to have a
defence force is to encourage war.

Mr. Hartrey: "Conscription" is a dirty
expression.

Mr. STEPHENS: They would be pre-
pared virtually to abolish our defence
force. This thinking is not logical. If it
is extended and is applied to the Police
Force it would mean that we would do
away with crime by abolishing the Police
Force.

Mr. Jamieson: You have never seen a
statement of that kind in A.L.P. policy.

Mr. STEPHENS: I shall now leave that
subject. My speech today may be a little
shorter than I originally intended because
one of the previous speakers has already
discussed the subject of an open uni-
versity.

Mr. Brown: Who was that?
Mr. STEPHENS: I give my support to

that submission. This is an important sub-
ject and one which should be pursued.
The matter was brought to my attention
first by some of my constituents who are
members of the Junior Farmers' Move-
ment. At the Western Australian Federa-
tion of the Junior Farmers' Conference
in 1972 a motion was carried to set up
a committee to press for the formation
of an open university.

I have made some inquiries and done
some research into this matter, and I have
obtained a copy of the report on the open
university which was prepared by the plan-
ning committee appointed by the Secretary
of State for Education and Science in the

United Kingdom. As the subject has pre-
viously been discussed during this debate.
I will not go Into it at great length, but I
would lie to emphasise that while an open
university would be of considerable assist-
ance to people living in the country, it
would be of equal advantage to people liv-
Ing in the metropolitan area. It Is quite
obvious that the Australian situation is dif-
ferent fronm the situation in Great Britain.
and I believe the Federal Government has
virtually accepted the principle of an open
university. It only remains to seek ways
and means of Implementing a system which
will satisfactorily serve the people of Aus-
tralia and not just the people of Western
Australia.

A committee of 12, under Professor Peter
Carmel, has been set up by the Australian
Universities Commission. It includes a rep-
resentative from Western Australia. The
terms of reference of the committee are-

(1) To enquire into the desirability and
means of expanding opportunities in
Australia for extra-mural degree
courses of university standard and
to make recommendations to the
Australian Universities Commission.

(2) The Committee should conduct its
enquiry having regard to the aims and
methods of the open university In
the United Kingdom and to the posi-
tion of persons who are unable to
meet the normal entry requirements
of universities,

It is anticipated that the committee will
take two years to bring in its report. The
only matter that Worries me is that in the
United Kingdom 10 years elapsed between
the concept and the reality of an open uni-
versity. In supporting this idea, I feel it is
UP to members of Parliament to ensure that
an open university Is established in West-
ern Australia or In Australia In a much
shorter period than 10 years.

I would now like to make a few com-
ments regarding decentralisation. in the
Address-in-Reply debate last year I spoke
at length on this subject, so 1 will not do
so today, However, I would be falling in my
duty to the People I represent, and in
speaking on behalf of many people in
Albany, if I did not express their fears and
apprehension.

Mr. Cook: The member for Albany can
look after the people in Albany.

Mr. STEPUJENS: In case he cannot, I1
make the point that there is a great deal
of apprehension about the situation that
has developed recently. For more than two
years now the Minister for Development
and Decentralisation has been roaming
around the countryside making Promises
which, in the main, have failed to eventu-
ate-

Mr. Graham: Will you name one?
Mr. STEPHENS: -or be of any conse-

quence.
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Mr. Graham: Will you mention one?
Mr. STEPHENS: I do not have to men-

tion them.
Mr. Graham: Because you cannot.
Sir Charles Court: What about the great

industry that was to go to Geraldton?
Mr. Graham: I Maid I was trying to per-

suade the company to go to a place other
than in the metropolitan area.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Graham: Is there anything wrong
with that?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: You have not given

that Impression at all.
Mr. STEPHENS: of course, promises are

much cheaper to implement than action.
Mr. Graham: What promises?
Mr. STEPHENS: However, until recently

the Minister has led the people outside the
metropolitan area to believe that the Gov-
ernment has been really serious In pro-
moting a policy of decentralisation and
regional growth.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. STEPHENS: So much so that people

in Albany, believing that those who help
themselves are to be commended, set about
seeking ways and means of implementing a
scholarship scheme to finance a student
to study decentralisation at the Mitchell
College of Advanced Education at Bath-
urst and subsequently return and be em-
ployed in the region. Those people have
been prepared to spend money to help
themselves but I am afraid their ambi-
tions and hopes were shattered when the
Minister for Development and Decentral-
isation announced a proposal to set aside
30,000 acres of land 15 miles north of
Perth. This immediately brought critical
comments from people such as the Mayor
of Albany and Dr. Manea of Bunbury.
Even the member for Stirling had some-
thing to say about it.

Mr. Graham: Can you quote
the Mayor of Albany said? In
recently he denied he had made
comments.

anything
my office
any such

Mr. STEPHENS: I do not know what
he said in the Minister's office.

Mr. Graham: Can you quote anything he
said which was critical of the proposal?

Mr. STEPHENS: I am not prepared to
discuss In this House my Private conver-
sations. r tmn therefore at a disadvantage.

Mr. Graham: If It was private, I think it
Is a breach of confidence with the Mayor
of Albany for you to use his name here,
because he denied it in my office.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Graham: You are talking poppy-

cock.

Mr. STEPHENS: Those comments
brought the Minister for Development and
Decentralisation down to Albany; or I
Presume they brought him down-

Mr. Graham: You are completely wrong.
Mr. STEPHENS: -because after the

comments were made he appeared in
Albany.

Mr. Graham: I passed through on the
way to opening an abattoir at Katanning.

Mr. STEPHENS: Nevertheless, the Min-
ister took advantage of the fact that he
was passing through Albany-baving gone
120 miles beyond Katanning-

Mr. Graham: He went through ManJI-
mup, where he had some business with the
cannery. Decentralisatlon everywhere!

Mr. STEPHENS: Whatever the reasons,
he appeared In Albany and addressed the
community and business leaders in the
town.

Mr. Graham: He was greatly welcomed,
too.

Mr. STEPHENS: Yes. He made what
might have been considered an excellent
speech-before he puffs his chest out too
far, I go on to say-had he been speaking
to a political rally of Labor Party Support-
ers; but unfortunately that was not the
case, so his rating fell considerably. The
person called upon to propose the vote of
thanks said that, not being any sort of a
hypocrite, he did not believe aUl the Min-
ister had said.

Mr. Graham: He could not disprove a
word and he did not try to do so.

Mr. STEPHENS: All right. However, the
fact remains that the gentleman who
moved the vote of thanks had that to say
about the Minister's remarks, the main
Points of which wvere that people should
be well informed before they make any
criticism and that the Government had no
immediate plans whatsoever for developing
the area that bad been set aside-it had
been set aside purely for the purpose of
preventing foreign speculators from own-
Ing a large slice of Western Australia. I
suppose we must accept that. However, in
the Governor's speech we read this--

Complementary legislation will pro-
vide for establishment of a Develop-
ment Corporation to administer about
32,400 hectares to be excised from
Gingin and Wanneroo Shires for the
Government's proposed new port site.
industrial complex and ancillarles.

To me and many others it is remarkable
that the land has been just set aside, with
nio plans or purpose for It other than to
prevent ownership by foreign speculators.

Further, I am led to believe-this Is
second-hand information, so the Minister
may wish to correct me-that on a Bun-
bury television station the Minister for
Development and Decentralistion Said
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there
doing
years.

was no intention whatsoever of
anything with the land for 10 to 15

I suggest-
Mr. Graham: That is incorrect.
Mr. STEPHENS: -he made that state-

ment because of the impending Sunbury
by-election.

Mr. Graham: That Is not the statement
he made, so you are wrong again.

Mr. STEPHENS: I covered myself by
saying this information was given to me
by a citizen of Sunbury.

Mr. Graham: You might make proper
inquiries before you speak.

Sir Charles Court: Let us Into the secret
about what you really did say.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You seem to be pro-
ceeding on a hit and miss principle.

Mr. Graham: Mostly miss!
Mr. STEPHENS: The Government is

playing It cool-it is not prepared to come
out and show its hand until after the
Sunbury by-election. It Is obvious that
the Government's Idea of decentralisatlon
is to follow a policy of laissez-faire with
regard to the development of Perth. If
the country areas are lucky enough to get
same crumbs, good for them! This is in
spite of the volume of evidence available
against allowing the city to grow without
any restriction whatsoever. The Govern-
ment has likewise given no thought to the
necessity for a second city, or a second
regional growth area In the south.

Mr. Graham: Did you hear about the
expansion of the woollen mills and the
meatworks, and the establishment of a
hide treatment plant at Albany?

Sir Charles Court: You are not taking
the credit for the Albany woollen mills!.

Mr. H, D. Evans: No-Borthwck.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: He is taking the

credit for that-the Brand Government
financed it.

Mr. STEPHENS: If a tannery Is estab-
lished in Albany, It will be in spite of the
Government and not because of It.

In Europe today, with the greater em-
phasis and interest In the preservation of
the environment, the Planners are turning
their attention to the idea of establishing
factories in less populous areas. With the
new Processes of manufacture now avail-
able, It Is more economic to treat the skin
in places such as Western Australia rather
than to send untreated skins to Europe.
Prom the information I have available to
me, I am very hopeful that such a tan-
nery will be established in Albany. How-
ever, I doubt that It will be as a result
of the Government's action.

Mr. Graham: it will be established be-
cause of the Government's inducements.
The same thing applies to Borthwick-
this company would not have gone ahead
without our Inducements.

Mr. STEPHENS: As a matter of fact. I
was coming to this topic next.

Mr. Graham: I hope you know some-
thing about it.

Mr. STEPHENS: Of course, it is a
matter of opinion.

Mr. Graham: No, it is a matter of fact.
Mr. STEPHENS: It appears, on the sur-

face anyway, that the Government has
more regard for the member for Merredin-
Yllgarn than it has for the member for
Albany.

Mr. Bertram: It has regard for both.
Mr. STEPHENS: If the suPerphosph ate

works are to be established in the Merre-
din-Kellerberrin area-

Mr. Brown: Merredin.
Mr. STEPHENS: -1 wish the project

every success. It is a step In the right
direction.

The Government had set aside an area
of 500 acres adjacent to the town of Albany
for the establishment of an industrial

development area. The Borthwick abattoir
had large plans for expansion, and it was
prepared to move into the industrial site
which had been set aside. However, be-
cause part of the area is adjacent to under-
water reservoirs, the disposal of effuent
from the abattoir would have created quite
a problem. The company would have bad
to install an effluent disposal system to
the sea on the south coast. Borthwlck ap-
proached the Government for assistance to
the tune of $100,000 to meet this additional
cost.

Mr. O'Connor: You know that with the
new superphosphate works, a ton of super-
phosphate will cost an extra $1.

Mr. STEPHENS: The Minister did tell
us that.

Mr. Graham: After the first Year it
will be $1 less, increasing to $7.50 less.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. STEPHENS: The money was not

forthcoming to Borthwick, and the comn-
pany then decided to continue the ex-
pansion of its Present Plant.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. STEPHENS: The foreshore of the

town Is not a desirable site for an abattoir.
For the sake of $100,000 we have lost all
the advantages which would have followed
with the establishment of a new meat-
works.

Mr. Graham: That was not the factor.
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Mr. STEPHENS: The Government is
prepared to come to the party to the
tune of $6,700,000 for the superphos-
phate works at Merredin or Kellerberrin.
This is why I said that the Government
has more regard for the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn than it has for the mem-
ber for Mlbany.
Sitting suspended from 12.45 to 215S p.m.

Mr. STEPHENS: Before the luncheon
suspension I was discussing the subject of
decentralisation. Apparently I upset the
Minister for Development and Decentralls-
ation because I notice he has not resumed
his seat.

Mr. Jamieson: He is not far away; he
might be closer than you think.

Mr. STEPHENS: I also notice I am
running out of time, so I might have to
Ignore some of the interjections which are
coming forward; they are not really worthy
of reply, anyhow.

Mr. Graham: At your service.
Mr. STEPHENS: It appears that, despite

evidence that it is undesirable, the Gov-
ernment is proceeding with the develop-
ment of a new city north of Perth.

Mr. Graham: I do not think you are as
fearsome as you sound.

Mr. STEPHENS: I think the establish-
ment of a city in that region would be
against the best interests of the State,
and would not be conducive to advancing
the quality of life of the people.

If the Government requires evidence re-
garding the desirability of a new city. I
would like to make one or two points.
Firstly, I refer to the headline, "New city
needed in W.A., say planners", which ap-
peared in The West Australian of Tuesday,
the 30th May, 1972. The article quotes
Professor Ronald C. Gates, a member of
the Australian Institute of Urban Studies
task force. In part it states-

A major new city in W.A. would have
to be more than 100 miles from Perth.
If it was closer, it would fall within
the "gravity net" of Perth.

Yet it is quite obvious that the Government
is intent upon developing an area only 15
miles from Perth which would encourage
the present metropolitan area to grow into
a vast metropolis. The Government is in-
tent upon this notwithstanding evidence
which is available to show such a situation
is undesirable.

The Government has spent millions of
dollars-and I appreciate this was initiated
by the Previous Government which also
spent a great deal-on freeway develop-
ment in the city. I think the Hamilton
Freeway and the Mitchell Freeway inter-
change will ultimately cost something like
$40,000,000. Further development is being
carried out in the area of the Causeway.
The Government proposes to underground

the railway in the city at a total all-up
cost with other facilities of something like
$500,000,000.

Mr. Graham: That is cheaper than the
decision of your Government.

Mr. STEPHENS: This is despite the
fact that evidence shows we will never
overcome congestion in the city. In an
article entitled, "The Costs of Urbanisa-
tion" by Kenneth E. F. Watt, a Californian
professor, the following remarks are
made by Professor R. J. Smeed, one of the
world's leading traffic system analysts-

Step 1. Freeways are built to ease
congestion.

Step 2. Because of this, the popula-
tion increases.

Step 3. By now congestion has be-
come really bad, so a great deal
more freeway is built to alleviate
congestion.

Step 4. Because of the additional
freeway, Population builds up still
more, and the number of square
feet of roadway required per per-
son becomes even higher.

So it is quite clear from the research
carried out by that professor that improv-
ing our road system will not alleviate
traffic congestion in the long term. In the
same article information is provided re-
garding crime in large cities. I will not
weary the House with all the details, but
I will give a couple of examples. Ad-
mittedly this article refers to the American
situation, but I think the position would
be similar in all large cities,

In a city with a population of over
250,000 and with an average of 7,100 people
per square mile, the following are the
number of crimes Per 100,000 per year-

Murder
Rape
Robbery
Assault

6.8
.. 15.2

117.6
154.1

However, in a city with a population of
between 25,000 and 50,000 and with an
average number of people per square mile
of 2,810, the rate of crime per 100,000
per year drops considerably, as is in-
dicated by the following figures-

Murder ..
Rape
Robbery
Assault

2.9
4.7

22.6
39.9

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: What are you quot-
ing from?

Mr.
"The
E. F.

STEPHENS: An article entitled,
Costs of Ujrbanisation" by Kenneth
Watt.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Where was that?
Mr. STEPHENS: I will have to find

out the name of the magazine from which
I got the extract.
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Mr. Graham: That is lovely; you don't
know what you are quoting from.

Mr. STEPHENS: The Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation would not
know.

Mr. Graham: I do happen to know, be-
cause I am the author of it!

Mr. STEPH-ENS:, In an area where the
population Is under 10,000, and where the
average number of people per square mile
is 1,700, the figures are-

M urder .... .... .. ... 2.7
Rape 3.. *.. . 3
Robbery . .. 12.8
Assault .... .. . 28.9

]From. those figures it is evident that the
crime rate Is considerably less in those
areas with a smaller population.

Mr. Burke: That is in the United States
of America.

Mr. STEPHENS: Yes, I admit it is in the
United States of America, but the trend
would be the same throughout the Com-
monwealth of Australia.

During the Address-in-Reply debate
last year I asked the Minister to consider
financing some research into freight
equalisation, and suggested that he may
finance a university student to enable him
to complete an honours degree on the sub-
ject. Of course, nothing has been done
about It. I realise there are diffculties as-
sociated with such research, and a study
may have to be gradual and conducted on
both a regional and commodity basis. if
the Minister Is not prepared to have re-
search done in this field by university
graduates, he may see fit to get the
Director-General of Transport to carry it
out, because I honestly believe that if we
are to have an Inquiry into solving the
problem of decentralisation it must be
attacked from the point of view of intro-
ducing a freight equalisation system so that
the manufacturers in the country areas
are not disadvantaged as against the
manufacturers in the built-up areas.

I would now like to mention how in-
equality of freight charges affects the
country areas. This inequality is particu-
larly applicable to the Albany region, be-
cause the examples I am about to quote
come from that area, Part of the problem
is due to the insufficient use of the Port
of Albany. That Port should be used as
an import and export centre to serve the
large hinterland region of that town.

Greater use of the Port of Albany would
prove to be of considerable benefit not only
to the workers and the business people in
the town of Albany, but also to the farmers
and others living in the small rural com-
munities throughout the hinterland, be-
cause any factor that tends to increase the
cost of their requirements must prove to
be to their disadvantage. Some time ago
the Albany area was served by ships under

the control of the State Shipping Service
and regular calls were made to the Port of
Albany by the State ships bringing
products from the Eastern States. During
this period quite a few firms established
depots in Albany and the position was
reached where the people of Albany had to
pay charges based on metropolitan prices
due to the fact that ships were calling
regularly into the Port of Albany. Some-
times goods were freighted from Perth,
but the extra freight cost was not added
to the goods that were charged out at
metropolitan prices.

Unfortunately the State Shipping Service
discontinued its service to Albany, and im-
mediately one of the importers In the
Albany area-the Albany Glass Works--
made arrangements to import its glass re-
quirements from the Eastern States by
means of an overseas ship. That firm re-
ceived its first consignment of 73 tons
transported by a ship that had called into
Albany for other reasons, and the freight
rate was roughly the samne as that charged
by the State Shipping Service. However,
when that firm received the bill it found
a surcharge of $27 a ton had been added.
Inquiries revealed that although the cargo
was unloaded directly at the Port of
Albany, the Associated Steamship Com-
pany, which is now known as Union Bulk
Freighters, insisted that the freight rate
must be that which would be charged if
the shipping company brought cargo to
F'remantle and railed it to Albany.

It is not quite clear what happened to
the $27 a ton surcharge the firm was forced
to pay, but as a result of this situation the
Albany Glass Works found that It was
cheaper to buy its glass requirements from
Japan and have them shipped direct to
Albany. Unfortunately, however, the
manufacturers in Japan have now been
placed in the situation where they intend
to use a new process under license and one
of the conditions of that license is that they
will not be able to export glass to anywhere
in Australia. Therefore, the Albany Glass
Works is back to square one. The position
now is that the firm has been forced to
meet this additional cost because of the
lack of shipping.

Mr. Cook: Do you know why the State
Shipping Service discontinued the service
to Albany?

Mr. STEPHENS: I could not be definite,
but I understand that the State Shipping
Service had an agency in the Eastern
States which represented other shipping
lines and the trade, in the main, was
channelled to those other lines and not to
the State Shipping Service.

Mr. Cook: Whbat did Your Government
do about that agency?

Mr. STEPHENS: That service was dis-
continued during the regime of the present
Government. I am running short of time
and if the member for Albany really wants
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an answer to that question I will supply It
to him at some later date. The same sit-
uation applies to foodstuffs. As my time
Is short I will-

The SPEAKER: There is too much
audible conversation in the Chamber.

Mr. STEPHENS: -quote a few figures to
show how the people in the Albany area are
at present disadvantaged by the inequality
of the freight situation.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has five minutes left.

Mr. STEPHENS: in that case I have less
time than I anticipated. I did not com-
mence my speech until nearly 12.20 p.m.

Mr. Graham: It is a blessing in disguise.
Mr. STEPHENS: So I will have to mnake

my remnarks briefer than I anticipated. I
have here copies of invoices showing the
cost of freight on goods railed to Albany.
On one manifest the freight charges
amounted to 11.5 per cent. of the total
cost. On another the freight charges re-
presented 15.5 per cent., and on two other
invoices I have before me the freight
charges were shown at 7 Per cent, and
15.3 per cent, of the total cost. These are
additional costs that the people in the
Albany region are forced to bear.

As I am running short of time I will
have to skip over several matters I in-
tended to raise. However, one Important
subject I wish to bring to the attention
of the House. and of the Minister for
Works in particular, is the water supply
position in the area I1 represent. It is
extremely critical at present. Not only is
farm water short in Tambellup, and parts
of Plantagenet, and Cranbrook but also
town supplies are short. At the moment,
fortunately Mt. Barker has sufficient town
water available.

flrom inquiries I have made I realise
that to harvest dam water on the site Is
cheap both capital-costwise and operat-
ing-costwise. However, this system is not
much good if the rainfall is so light that
the water is Just not available.

Adequate water reserves are available
on the south coast in the excellent Den-
mark, Kent, Shannon, and Galrdner
Rivers, all of which could be developed
for a comprehensive water supply scheme
to link Denmark, Mt. Barker, Cranbrook,
and Tainbellup. It could even connect
with the comprehensive scheme which
comes down as far as Katanning. Such
a system would permit of a. reasonable
degree of flexibility and the water on cer-
tain occasions could be used in towns
higher up the line.

Mr. Graham: It sounds like 12 years of
Liberal Party neglect.

Mr. STEPHENS: Progress on the matter
is very slow. I asked questions relative to
the water supply position in Mt. Barker

and I was told that a survey was to be
made on a line from Mt. Barker to Den-
mark. On Thursday, the 22nd March this
year. a similar question was asked in an-
other place, the answer to which was that
the survey had been made, but that the
honourable member who had asked the
question was not right in assuming that
the work would Proceed In 1973-74.

The progress has been extremely slow
and so I would ask the Government to
give serious consideration to the problem.
As recently as today during the. luncheon
suspension I received a letter f row the
Shire of Cranbrook enclosing a copy of a
letter forwarded to the Minister in whlbh
the shire reiterated the seriousness of the
problem. A considerable amount of money
Is spent on the cartage of water in these
areas and it is recurring expenditure.
There is no question that in the long run
a comprehensive scheme will have to be
established to solve the problem.

Another topic which is of concern to my
electorate is that of education. The atti-
tude of the Labor Party during the election
campaign-in my area anyhow-was that
education was to be treated according to
need and not according to economics; and
this is a very worthy way In which to view
the matter. Consequently I would ask the
Government to reconsider the upgrading
of the three-year high school at Mt.
Barker. At present an agricultural farm
is attached to the high school and the
administration of the farm Is assisted by
a farm advisory committee comprising
local farmers. This committee is doing an
excellent job in providing worth-while
money for the improvement of school
facilities, but it does even more than that.
It allows for a diversity of interests for
the students and this is particularly de-
strable in view of the present assessment
system for students undertaking non-
academic courses.

I would like the Government to consider
upgrading the three-year high school to
a five-year high school so that the children
involved will be saved the necessity to
undertake a round trip of 70 miles each
day for their higher secondary school
education. At the moment 40-odd children
leave Mt. Barker to attend the school at
Albany, and It woud not require a great
deal of effort by the Government to im-
prove the situation.

From the advice I have received from
people interested in this matter, I under-
stand that three basic courses would sub-
stantially cover the situation: that is,
maths. 2 and 3. physics, and chemistry; a
general Leaving matriculation course: and
a commercial course. The only additional
building required would be an art centre.
Consequently, financewise, the upgrading
of the school would be well within the
realms of possibility.
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While on this subject I would like to
say I was most Interested to bear the
comments of the member for Collie con-
cerning the amount of money spent in his
electorate by the Government. Good for
him!I However, I am most distressed about
the lack of expenditure in the area I rep-
resent and I wonder whether we are being
disadvantaged in this respect.

Mr. Graham: What is the area you mis-
represent?

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) [2.36 pm.: I
wish to congratulate the newly-elected
member for Blackwood (Mr. A. A. Lewis),
I have known him for a number of years
and can assure members he will make a
worthy contribution in the House. I wish
him all the best in his future enideavours.
in the political field.

The member for Stirling said he believes
the area be represents has been disadvan-
taged and that it certainly has not re-
ceived the advantages the member for
Collie spoke of this morning. 1, too, feel
that the area I represent has been disad-
vantaged and I refer to the facilities at
Husselton and, In particular, the Bussel-
ton Hospital, the construction of which Is
long overdue.

Mr. Graham: That Is the point-long
overdue! Your Government was in office
for 12 years.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The Government said it
was viewing plans and intended to make
finance available, but all the Government
Is doing Is talking idly. No positive
announcement has yet been made.

Mr. Graham: After 12 long years.

Mr. BIAIKIE: I dealt with this subject
last year and I do not intend to rehash
all I said then although it still applies
today and is vital to the people of Bussel-
ton. Medical facilities are essential to the
welfare of any district and the facilities
required In my area are long overdue. Now
that the Governmnent is drawing up the
Budget for the ensuing year I request it to
make a definite announcement regarding
the hospital and make funds available for
the commencement of the project.

Another item with which I wish to deal
is public transport. A definite need exists
to review the whole system of public trans-
port in the south-west. As members are
aware, Bunbury Is the centre for the rail
and road bus services which radiate to all
points in the south-west.

in 1948 the Australind train service was
introduced to Bunbury and that was the
commencement of an important erea for
the south-west district. However, 25 years
later, the timetables and services remain

basically unaltered from those established
at the commencement of the service in
1948. It is definitely time for a review of
the situation.

Let us consider the position In other
centres in the State. Although Kalgoorlie
does have the advantage of a standard
gauge line, the public transport facilities
from Perth to that centre are excellent.
Albany is serviced quite adequately arid has
the advantage of an overnight service to
the city. However, a round trip by public
transport from Manjimup or Augusta to
Perth involves a duration of three days. On
the present timetables, which have been
in existence over the last 25 years, it takes
a full day to travel to Perth to attend to
any business. The railway timetabling from
Perth to Bunbury is such that an individual
has to leave Perth at 9.00 an. He Is
obliged to stay in Perth to return on the
following day. For this reason it takes
three days for a person to carry out any
normal business. If there is any sugges-
tion that people are not using the service-
and I believe many are not-it is for the
very reasons which I have stated.

I urgently recommend to the G3overn-
ment that the Railways Department
attune Itself to the needs and require-
ments of the People who will use the
service. There Is a definite need to Investi-
gate more flexible systems of feeder-bus
operations by making use of the rail
terminal at Bunbury. I also suggest that
the Government investigate the possibility
of an express passenger service between
Perth and Bunbury by road and rail to
allow People to utilise fully the advantages
which such a service would bring. Finally,
I suggest the Austraiind service should be
upgraded to the standards of travel and
accommodation which people require In
1973. If these standards are not up to
requirements-as we know them in this
day and age-people will not use the
service. I hope the Government will treat
this matter with urgency and will give
consideration to my requests.

One Of the other matters to which I[
wish to refer today is the drug problem
in Western Australia. Unquestionably all
members are concerned about the use of
drugs which Is a growing social problem
in this State.

I should like to read the last paragraph
of the report of the Commissioner of
Police for 1970-71. I will not weary mem-
bers by giving all the details. The
paragraph states,-

Close liaison is maintained with the
Federal Narcotics Bureau and Drug
Squads in other States. Constant vigil-
ance is being maintained and there is
no evidence that the taking of drugs
has yet become a major problem in
Western Australia.
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The report for 1971-72 was tabled last week
in the House. I would like to read a por-
tion of this report, as follows-

Drug Squad
The increase in charges relating to

drugs is shown in the table below, and
indicates that the Drug Squad faces an
ever-growing problem, Public concern
In respect of abuse of drugs is Increas-
ing daily and it is thought that wider
Publicity and education In the harm-
ful effects of drugs may prove to be
an effective weapon in their control.

The period between those two reports is
only 12 months!I We have moved from an
era when drugs were not a problem to the
most recent report which states that drugs
are an increasing problem.

I have brought this matter forward be-
cause I am concerned about it. I am par--
ticularly concerned about drugs in relation
to the area I represent. My area is
a major surfing centre and is proving to be
a draw-card for itinerants. People, who call
themselves surfies, go there in search of
the beaches, etc. There are many disused
farm-houses In the area and, consequently,
accommodation represents no problem at
all.

I have referred to itinerants and, before I
go further, I point out to members that
these people are categorised into two
groups; there are surfies and surfers. A
surfer could be any young fellow who is
engaged in an occupation. On Friday even-
ing he will put his surfboard on his car and
travel to the south-west. He enjoys him-
self surfing and drives back on Sunday
ready to return to his employment on
Monday. A surfie is the Itinerant about
whom I am talking. He has a car with a
couple of surfboards on the top. He is
basically a "beach bum". He has no iten-
tion of surfing and, least of all, of working.
This is the type of person who Is drifting
into my area In increasing numbers and
causing a considerable amount of concern.

I said previously that these people have
no intention of working. I would quality
that statement by saying that by far the
greatest majority have no intention of
working. They receive social service un-
employment benefits amounting to ap-
proximately $21 a week. Any self-respect-
ing individual would find it extremely
difficult to live on a miserable $21 a week.
However these people have organised
themselves-and I use the word "organ-
ised" deliberately-into groups. A group of
six to eight-sometimnes even 10-will take
over a disused house. If we multiply six
by $21, we realise that six people can
live on $120-odd a week. They have the
philosophy that the world owes them a
living. it have no argument about that
philosophy, although I add my own rider,
"The world owes one a living, provided
one works."

These people have had a demnoraliing
effect on the local community, and, as
most members would be aware, there
has been an increasing number of drug
convictions in the area-which is ideally
suited to growing cannabis. This is a major
problem.

In May, 1973, the Australian surf
carnival will be held in the area. I was
told on good authority-by an executLive
member of the Western Australian Surf
Riding Association-that the association
tried to prevent the carnival from being
held in this State because of the very
problems which I have mentioned. How-
ever, a private entrepreneur is going to
run it and the Australian association saw
no alternative but to allow the champion-
ships to be conducted.

At this stage I want to record in
Mansard my admiration for the work
which has been done by the local branch
of the Police Force. I also commend the
drug squad for the excellent work which
its members have done. I have written
and spoken to the Minister for Police on
many occasions in connection with this
matter and I have received his co-opera-
tion. However r bring the matter forward
today because nowhere near enough has
been done. There is a very great need for
increased surveillance.

I wish to make two or three suggestions
of ways to alleviate the existing problems.
The most important need is increased
mobility for the local Police Force.
Margaret River does not have a police
vehicle. if transport is required for surveill-
ance, it can only be provided after re-
commendation from a higher authority.
The Police Force in this vicinity must be
equipped with a vehicle immediately. It
will be too late after the championships
-it must be provided now. The other
urgent need is an increase in the man-
power of the existing Police Force. I
know that the policemen in the area are
overtaxed at the moment.

I feel there should be some restriction in
the granting of unemployment benefits. I
believe that the department should give
very serious thought to not granting un-
employment relief to a person moving from
an area such as Perth, where employment
opportunities are available, to a district
where no employment opportunities exist
at all. Because of the payment of un-
employment benefits, many assisted people
who have no intention of working have
been allowed to remain in the area.

I believe it is very important that we
impose harsher penalties on people con-
victed of drug offences. The present pen-
alties are being laughed at by the drug
users.

To summartse my submission, I believe
it is essential that the Minister take
action now. The Police Force must be

460



[Thursday, 29 March, 1973] 6

strengthened and given greater mobility.
The criteria for the granting of social
benefits must be tightened. If such a step
Is taken, the area will cease to be a Mecca
for these itinerants. We want to encourage
as many people as possible to enjoy the
area. We do not want it despoiled by
virtual "People pollution".

I now wish to refer to another matter
which is of considerable concern to me
and to the entire population of the south-
west at the moment. I am referring to
the activities of the Tr~ansport Workers'
Union in Eunbury.

Mr. May: Oh-again!

Mr. BLAI1KIE: Yes, again. The activities
of the union are completely deplorable. I
have before me a copy of the rules of the
Transport Workers' Union of Australia, and
it is stated quite categorically that no
person who is not a worker shall be a
member. If we look at the definition of
"worker" in the industrial Arbitration Act,
we also find that there Is no necessity for
an employer to become a member of a
union. This union is using every trick in
the book-blackmail, threats, Intimidation.

So far members of the Government have
shown very little reaction to the speeches
made in this House on the current situa-
tion. The Secretary of the Transport
Workers' Union received a letter last
Thursday, and I have a copy of It here, if
any member wishes to see it. It Is a letter
of intent and It states that unless the
activities of the union cease forthwith, an
immediate application Will be made to the
Supreme Court of Western, Australia for
an injunction against the union. This
letter was delivered by hand to the office
of the union at 4.30 p.m. last Thursday.
On Friday the activities complained about
did cease. The fuel depots were allowed to
operate and fuel was supplied to the owner-
drivers. However, on Monday the union
prevented certain people taking delivery of
fuel from these depots. The matter was
again raised by way of debate in the House.
The member for South Perth moved an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply and
the Premier gagged the debate. He re-
fused to allow the matter to be discussed.

The activities of the union in this area
are of vital importance. It is now a matter
of principle; the principle upon which the
cornerstone of our democracy will stand
or fall. I Intend to do everything I can to
see that our democracy stands and the
rights of individuals are protected.

When we look at the actions of the Gov-
ernment, we wonder just who is running
the country. is it a union composed of
thugs, or the elected Government? I have
yet to hear the Government come out and
say exactly where It stands on this Issue.

An article appeared in the South West-
ern Times this morning under the heading,
IdStandover tactics admitted". In order to

allow Government members an opportunity
to reply to my remarks, I will have copies
of this article distributed to them. The
Government has an obligation to say ex-
actly where it stands on the issue. Does it
condone or condemn the activities of the
union? The article commences--

STATE secretary of the Transport
Workers' Union, Robert Cowles, yester-
day admitted that union officials were
using standover tactics against non-
union fuel distributors in the South-
West.

"There is usually no other way, but
now people are coming to us volun-
tarily and joining the union," Mr.
Cowles said.

People are coming to join the unions
voluntarily because of the intimidation to
which they have been subjected. I would
ask the Minister for Labour to take the
time to read the copy of the article which
has been handed to him. I would like to
know whether he Is interested in the rights
of the people in Bunbury.

Mr. Taylor: I think this was in the paper
on Tu~esday and also last week?

Mr. O'Connor: The Minister Is back in
the House!

Mr. Taylor: I was in the House yester-
day.

Sir Charles Court: Did you enjoy Bun-
bury?

Mr. Taylor: I was In the very area you
are complaining about.

Mr. O'Neil: You found that out by read-
ing the Press.

Mr. BLAI=E: I would like the Minister
'o read the article. The trade union has
admitted standover tactics.

Mr. Brown: The Cowaramup Branch of
the Farmers' Union would like compulsory
membership of farmers.

Mr. BLAIKE: How does the honourable
member feel about this newspaper article?
He should have a copy of It.

Mr. Brown: I am telling you what hap-
pened with the Cowaramup branch.

Sir Charles Court: Did their union vote
for it?

Mr. BLAIKIE: I will continue to quote
from today's edition of the South Western
Times. I am pleased to see that the
Minister now appears to be taking some
interest in the subject.

Mr. Taylor: I have lived with it for
10 days.

Mr. BLAIKIE: Well, the Minister had
better live with it for a bit longer.

Mr. Taylor: I have even had nightmares
about it; yet I am not interested In it!
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Mr. BLAnIE : The article continues,- De bate Resumed
He accused Opposition Leader Sir

Charles Court and Mt. Lawley )A.L.A.
and former Transport Minister Ray
O'Connor of developing the union blitz
to the Political advantage in view of
the Bunbury by-election on April 7.

Sir Charles Court: We have been on
about this for months, but not a thing
has been done.

Mr. Brown: Now you want to intimidate
US.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. BLAIKIE: I suggest that the Minis-

ter study carefully the rest of the news-
paper article, because I intend to develop
my speech upon It. What hypocrisy has
been exhibited on this issue! The present
Government Is recognised as being in
cahoots with, or gang buddies of, the
union movement. We had no prior know-
ledge of the activities of the T.W.U. in
Bunbury until some people who had the
guts and determination, took a stand: and
that is how the matter was brought to our
attention.

Sir Charles Court: And they must be
supported.

Mr. BLAIKIE: In the Press article Mr.
Cowles went on to say-

The Liberals have made this Bun-
bury's biggest political hot potato.
They are using unionism to fight a
political issue.

Mr. W. G. Young: What are unions for?
Mr. BLAIKIE: Yes, what are unions for?

What is the Government doing? I ask
the Minister: Does he condemn or condone
the actions of the union? Mr. Minister,
where do you stand on this issue? I think
you have an obligation to answer that
question.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Silence condones.
Mr. Gayfer: How did the Minister for

Mines find the situation in Eunbury yes-
terday?

Mr. May: Pine; I wasn't there.
Mr. BLAIKTE: Apparently, from the

silence of the Minister, he condones the
illegal action of the union. He refuses to
comment. The Government has tried to
stifle debate on this matter many times.
However, as I said, it is a matter of prin-
ciple.

Mr. Taylor; Stifle the debate many
times?

Mr. BLAIKIE: You answer the question
I asked you.

Point of Order

Mr. BATEMAN: Mr. Speaker, are not
members supposed to address the Chair?

The SPEAKER: Yes, the member should
address the Chair.

Mr. BLAIKFE: Through you, Mr. Speak-
er: Mr. Minister, You should answer the
question.

Point of Order
Mr. BATEMAN: On a Point of order, Mr.

Speaker, the member is still not addressing
the Chair.

The SPEAKER: The member for Vasse
should address the Chair.

Debate Resumed
Mr. BLAIECIE: Through you. Mr.

Speaker, I ask the Minister for Labour
whether he condemns or condones the ac-
tivities of the union In Sunbury at present.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: This is not question
time.

r. O'Neil: "No answer" came the stern
reply.

Mr. BLAICIE: We have complete
silence.

Sir Charles Court: Not complete silence.
but ominous silence.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BLAIKIE: I have already pointed
(hut that the headline, "Standover tactics
admitted" appeared In this morning's issue
of the South Western Times. Mr. Cowles
made a complete statement to the paper In
an effort to justify the action of the union.
The article continues-

Mr. Cowles
that the union
trying to fore
union.

rejected suggestions
was acting illegally-
employers to join the

He said that It was a matter of
definition.

That is his definition. The Minister knows
the correct definition, and so does every
other member of the House. It is categor-
Ically stated in the rules of membership
of the T.W.U. and In the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act.

Mr. Gafer: What is your definition of
the Minister?

Mr. BLAIKIE: The Speaker would hold
me in contempt if I were to answer that.
Once again, I make a plea to the Minister
to let the people of Bunbury know where
he stands on the issue.

I attended a meeting In Bunbury last
night of a large number of transport oper-
ators from all over the south-West. These
men believe in their rights and principles.
They deplored completely the actions of
the union, and were most resolute in their
determination to stand and fight.

Mr. H. D. Evans: How many Liberal
members of Parliament attended this
meeting? Was it something like the Don-
nybrook meeting?

Mr. ELAnCIE: What has the Donny-
brook meeting to do with the meeting at
Bunbury last night?
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Mr. II. D. Evans: It indicated the atti-
tude of the Opposition.

Mr. BLAIKIE: I suggest that had the
Minister for Lands attended the meeting
last night he would have been thrown out
on his ear, because those people are wait-
ing to hear where the Government stands
on the matter.

Mr. H. D. Evans: You are making a pol-
itical issue of it again.

Mr. O'Neil: Apparently You know enough
to keep quiet on this one.

Sir Charles Court: This trouble with the
T.W.U. is not only In Bunbury; it is
Statewide.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The meeting was well
attended by operators from all over the
south-west. They deplore the activities of
the union. I believe the Parliament has an
obligation to support their stand In res-
pect of the illegal actions of the union.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn-Minister for
Labour) (3.08 P.m.]: Alter hearing those
comments of the member for Vasse I can-
not resist getting up to make some of my
own. I would ask you, Sir, if I may be
Permitted to give answers to questions in
advance during my speech?

The SPEAKER: Are they answers to
Questions on the notice paper?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes. I think they are per-
tinent to my remarks.

I would like to refer to the history of the
matter to see, firstly, if we can determine
whether the Government has been inactive,
as has been suggested; and, secondly and
more importantly, whether this is a politi-
cal matter raised because of the impending
Bunbury by-election.

Mr. O'Connor: We brought it up last
year.

Mr. TAYLOR: I think there are a few
points that should be raised before I give
answers to the questions asked of me. The
member for Dale-who is not in his seat
today, nor was he yesterday-

Mr. O'Connor: Following in your foot-
steps.

Mr. TAYLOR: -placed a question on
today's notice Paper wherein he asks me
whether I am aware of a meeting of trans-
port workers held in Victoria Park last
September. So apparently the member for
flale had knowledge of this matter six
months ago: Yet his question appears on
the notice paper today.

Sir Charles Court: This matter was
raised last year.

Mr. TAYLOR: Not to my knowledge; it
was brought to the attention of the House
on Tuesday night of last week by way of
a question without notice asked by the
member for Darling Range. I was required
to give an answer at very short notice.

Speaking from memory, I answered
that no complaint on this matter
had been received by myself, the
Industrial Commuission, or my depart-
went. That is the answer as to
whether I was aware of this sort of tactic.
The debate followed straight alter that.
Next day the matter was taken before the
Government, and we were asked what
action we would take. At that stage no
names were mentioned, and the back-
ground was very general. Reference was
made to Intimidation, threats, and black-
mail. This sort of assertion was made.

Mr. O'Neil: Notice was given to you. It
was specific.

Mr. TAYLOR: Just on 24 hours after the
matter was raised In this House and after
I had given an answer that no information
was available. That information appeared
in the Bunbury Press.

Since that debate several matters have
come to my attention. At that time I did
reply and say that I believed the processes
of the law should be followed, and this was
the theme which has been espoused by the
Opposition over and over again. I said
there were attitudes and methods of ap-
proach. I was heckled when I said that if
I were the Minister for Police I would not
do the Job of arresting People myself but
call out the Police Force to enforce the
law. I mention that with all sincerity.

Subsequently some history has come to
light. I am not denying what the Opposition
has said about the tactics of the union, but
I am concerned that this has become a pol-
itical matter. It may be that the very In-
terests of the people about whom the Oppo-
sition is speaking are being suppressed for
a Political purpose.

Mr. O'Neil: This has been going on at
the Fremantle waterfront for months, and
your officers are their representatives.

Mr. TAYLOR: I find that in actual fact
a Mr. R. W. Pellew, the executive director
of the Western Australian Transport Oper-
ators Association made an approach. I was
advised by Mr. Ellis who acts in a dual
capacity as Deputy Industrial Registrar of
the Commonwealth Industrial Commission
and also Registrar of the State Industrial
Commission. Here in Perth approximately
three weeks ago the interview with the
registrar on this particular matter took
place.

Mr. O'Connor: That is correct.

Mr. TAYLOR: The honourable member
agrees it took place three weeks ago. I
am grateful that this can be incorporated
in Hansard, because it confirms the point
I am making. Three weeks ago the repre-
sentatives of many of these people took
this matter before the Industrial Registrar
of the Commonwealth Industrial Commis-
sion and discussed it with him. The advice
given to me was that the representatives
were told that there were two course?
open: they could make a complaint whichi
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the registrar would refer to the Industrial
Commisssion, or they could refer the matter
to the head office of the Commonwealth
Industrial Commission in Melbourne.

Sir Charles Court: You know why they
did not do it?

Mr. TAYLOR: I understand that the
answer given to the registrar was, "We
have already referred this matter to Mel-
bourne." I am unable to say whether it
was to the head office of the commission
in Melbourne. The point is that this mat-
ter was brought before the Industrial
Registrar three weeks ago. The commis-
sion has power to intervene and to take
certain steps. As representatives of the
employers they could have made a com-
plaint, and that was three weeks ago.

Sir Charles Court: There was so much
fear that 'no-one would be game to do
that.

Mr. Blalkie: That was not three weeks
ago.

Mr. TAYLOR: The member for Mt.
Lawley intimated that he knew about it.

Mr. O'Connor: I found this out today.
Mr. May: There are red faces opposite.
Sir Charles Court: The reason that

people have not been named before was
the threats of intimidation.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will
keep order.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the member for Mt.
Lawley only found this out today, I find It
hard to reconcile how he could criticise
me for not being aware of a situation 24
hours after a question without notice had
been asked In this House, when he spoke on
the censorship motion a week ago.

Mr. O'Neil: This has been going on for
months.

Mr. TAYLOR: I take it a step further.
It has been suggested that this matter has
been mentioned in Bunbury. Obviously It
has, in view of the answer that has been
given. r will reverse the invitation and
ask the member for Vasse to comment on
this: one would imagine that a move would
be made to seek an injunction in the
court. There were avenues open to the
Industrial Commission, and if a company
could not get fuel supplies it could seek an
injunction.

The member for Vasse has some know-
ledge of this. I am Interested what know-
ledge he actually has and how far back the
events go. and I would likce to know why it
took until last Thursday for this matter
to be raised about taking the matter to
court.

Let me take another point. His state-
ment was that the threatened injunction
was put to the union on Friday last. I
think he said that on the Monday the
position was back to where it was before.
I suggest that rather than blame the Gov-
ernment for not taking some action, the

parties have already taken some action
under the law of the land. The normal
processes would flow from this. Having
served the threatened injunction an the
union, and the union not having complied,
all that is required to be done is to con-
tinue serving it. That is all that is re-
quired in instances I know of.

Mr. O'Connor: You know that Mr.
O'Brien contacted the commission several
times in an effort to take action. He was
to ring back.

Mr. TAYLOR: State or Federal action?
Mr. O'Connor:, State.
Mr. TAYLOR: I would ask the honour-

able member to put that in writing, so that
the required action will be taken against
the civil servants concerned for failing to
take action and to advise the Minister.
This matter has become one of politics in
the metropolitan area and in the Eunbury
electorate over the last nine days-that is.
since last Tuesday-yet there is evidence to
show from questions asked about an
incident some six months ago and from
interjections from the other side of the
-House that this has been going on for a
long time. I refer to the approach of the
transport operators three weeks ago:, and
to the comments of the member for Vasse
that conversations with lawyers were
taking place some time ago.

Mr, Elalkie:, You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. TAYLOR: He said the Government
had not taken any action, and that it
should step In to resolve the situation; but
If the parties doa not take any action
through the processes of law I cannot see
how anybody else can do that. Yet, the
Government is blamed and asked to take
action.

Point of Order
Mr. FLETCHER: I wish to raise a point

of order. There Is a Standing Order which
relates to interjections. I do not have to
remind members what that Standing
Order is. I shall not make reference to
it at the moment, but it Is well known.
When an explanation is asked of a Minis-
ter is not that Minister to be heard in
silence when he gives the explanation,
even if only this Is done out of courtesy?

Sir Charles Court: Do not be so hypo-
critical. What about your Ministers last
year?

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R,
Tonkin): The point of order is noted. The
Minister will proceed.

Debate Resumed
Mr. TAYLOR: I appreciate the support

I have received frcm the member for Fre-
mantle, and during the interim I have
been given time to unwind. The member
for Vasse has prompted me to enter into
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the debate on the Address-In-Reply earlier
than I Intended. I will now deal with a
couple of other matters. The honourable
member said the minister should at least
express his thoughts on the alleged
breaches by the unions, and on the way
they have been acting. In this connection
I would refer him to an answer which I
save to a question asked by the member
for Mt. Lawley on Thursday last. His
question was-

(2) Does he believe Intimidation
tactics should be used to force
people to join organisatlons
against their wishes?

My reply to that part of the question was
as follows-

(2) 1 believe that people should join
organisations established to ad-
vance their well being. I do not
believe in the use of "force" to
require. Persons to so do.

That is on the record and it answers one
of the allegations made by the member
for Vasse to the effect that I would not
comment on the alleged activities of the
union.

The member for Darling Range asked
a question without notice on the 21st
March. Part (3) of his question was as
follows-

(3) Does he agree that self-employed
persons should be blackmailed
into becoming unionists, even
though they be employers of
labour and not employees?

My answer was--
(3) I have no knowledge of the pro-

position suggested, but may say
that in general I do not approve
of blackmail in any circumstances.

There are two different statements made
on two different days, Wednesday the 21st
and Thursday the 22nd March. Those
statements cover the claim that the Gov-
ernment has not commented on the allega-
tions made.

I can only repeat that this is a political
matter. Evidence is available to show that
these allegations and the dispute between
the unions, the owner-drivers, and the oil
companies, have been going on for some
time. Yet it came up in this House only
nine days ago.

Sir Charles Court: It has been men-
tioned during the last two sessions.

Mr. TAYLOR: A meeting was to be
held last night In Bunbury, and It was to
be open to the public. The member for
Mt. Lawley, in a question on today's notice
paper, has provided a list of people who he
claims have been Intimidated. It is sur-
prising to nto'c that one of the people
named c-'ts from the Bindoon area,

which is to the north of the city, and the
other five people come from the Bunbury
area.

Mr. O'Neil: Sanctions were Imposed In
Bunbury on the 18th March.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Order!

Mr. TAYLOR:. The member for Dale
suggested a meeting was held in Victoria
Park six months ago when drivers were
intimidated, There is now evidence of five
people coming from the Eunbury area.

Mr. O'Connor. Not from the Bunbury
area; you are inaccurate.

Mr. TAYLOR:. Bunbury. Karridale, Col-
lie, and Busselton.

Mr. O'Connor: Yes, not from Bunbury.
Mr. TAYLOR: The newspaper which is

Printed in Bunbury covers that general
area and would cover all of them. The
question which appears on today's notice
paper asks whether I will investigate and
report to this H-ouse on allegations of
blackmail or Intimidation by unions and
provides a list of five people who have been
named. My answer has been prepared; it
is typed and has not been drawn up in a
hurry. The answer is that an inquiry will
be held.

Mr. O'Connor: That is very pleasing.
Mr. TAYLOR: I hope the Haztsard re-

porter heard the interjection. The reason
I was tat prepar-ed to make a statement a
week ago is that ait that time the matter
was diseI-,cr nr t-en-r~lltes. No informa-
tion was held by myself, m y department, or
the Industrial Commission. Now there are
some names we have something specific,
and an Inquiry will be carried out. A letter
which I received on Tuesday was the prime
reason for my answering in this way. I
took some very brief notes while the mem-
ber for Vasse was speaking but I hope I
have covered the essential points he raised.
No doubt this matter will continue.

If one reads the statement made by the
union one will see that the union claims
its standards are being undermined when
a company offers subcontract work because
the subcontract rate is based on the award
rate of the transport drivers. The mem-
bers of the union who contribute to the
cost of court cases to improve certain con-
ditions applying to transport drivers in
approved unions automatically benefit.
However, those new rates then apply to
drivers outside of the union. The owner-
drivers do benefit from the work of the
unions and the rates which they are
awarded.

I would like now to comment in general.
I regret that I had no more than approxi-
mately 10 seconds to jot down a couple of
notes regarding other matters raised dur-
ing the Address-in-Reply. Firstly, I will
deal with tourism. The tourist authority
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under the direction of a new director ap-
pointed some 20 months ago. has mnade
substantial improvements in attracting
tourism to this State. A new office has been
opened in Sydney which has some of the
most modern facilities in Australia. West-
ern Australia can really boast that it has
the most up-to-date and most modemn
tourist booking facilities In Australia. It is
situated fight in the central part of
Sydney.

We also have plans to upgrade the offices
in Melbourne and Adelaide, and also plans
to open offices in Canberra and Brisbane.
The first ever overseas promotional trip
was conducted last year in an effort to
attract overseas visitors to Western Aus-
tralia. In June, last year, the director
went to Hong Kong. A second promotion
conference was held recently in which I
took part myself . it took place in both
Hong Kong and Japan and we hope we
will be successful in attracting tourists to
Western Australia. We will have to wait
to see how many tourists do come to this
State to determine the result.

Regarding the Japanese tourist market,
we are unlikely to be able to attract those
people to Western Australia until there is
a dramatic reduction in air fares. At the
present time people can travel from Japan
all around the world at a price considerably
less than the fare to Australia. For that
reason those people are hardly likely to
come here.

To illustrate our problem, I would point
out that 1,000,000 Japaniese go overseas
each year. Of that number 20,000 come to
Australia, but only 4,000 are tourists. The
number of tourists who come to Western
Australia is minimal.

As a complement to our efforts over the
last 12 months a world level conference will
be held in Australia in 1975. I believe that
such a conference will bring tourists to
Australia, and to Western Australia.

I would now like to comment on con-
sumer affairs, generally. The bureau has
worked exceptionally hard and is now esta-
blished. A number of complaints have
been coming in, and I feel that the move
by the Government for the establishment
of the bureau was well and truly Justified.
we have had to increase the staff but that
is to be expected if the work has to be
done.

The Question of consumer aff airs has be-
come important throughout the world. The
next world conference will be held in Aus-
tralia--not necessarily as a result Of my
visit to Sweden. It will be the first con-
ference of this nature ever held in Aus-
tralia and should give great impetus to the
consumer movement, and support to those
Governments which have attempted to
assist the Public by way of consumer pro-
tection legislation.

I intended to rise at a later stage to
speak to the Address- in -Reply but I was
tempted by the remarks of the member for
Vasse to speak at this time. I can only
apologise for any dearth of other inorma-
tion.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Wellington)
(3.29 p.m.]: The Address-in-Reply debate
provides an opportunity for discussion on
a number of matters. I would like parti-
cularly to comment on an issue which has
been the main subject of the Previous two
speakers. I1 refer to the question of the
T.W.U. activities at Bunbury. I want to
say a few words about this matter-

Mr. Graham: You have been told to say
a few words.

Mr. 1. W. MdANNINGl: -so that I can
inform Parliament of the views of those
people I represent.

Last weekend I was approached by a
number of my electors who are Owner-
drivers operating from the Bunbury fuel
depot. They told me they had been black-
mailed and victimised. I am quoting the
terms they used to me because I want to
pass on to Parliament faithfully the con-
cern felt by these people. There were two
or three instances but if I recount one of
them it will demonstrate what was hap-
pening.

one particular driver had partly loaded
his tanker when he was approached by
a representative of the union and asked for
his union card. He said he was niot
eligible to join the union and was not a
member of it. The union representative
told him he must cease loading immediate-
ly or pay up. He asked what the fees were
and was informed they were $23. and that
If he paid up the $23 he could continue
loading; if he did not pay up, he could not
continue loading. He said he did not
want to join the union, that he was not
eligible to join it, and that he wanted to
go about his lawful business. This he was
prevented from doing.

There has been very widespread reaction
to the activities of the union. These owner-
drivers have many customers. I am a
customer of one of the people concerned
and there has been interference with the
fuel supplies to my property and, as a
result, with my farming activities. It is
therefore a matter of major concern to
many people that not only the owner-
drivers who supply, collect, and transport
the fuel are affected but the customers are
also affected. It can be understood why the
reaction to this tactic has been very wide-
spread.

These People have been quick to express
concern that apparently the tactic has been
condoned by the Government, The atti-
tude of the Opposition to this question has
been to come out and say it is riot a fair
tactic, that it is deplorable, and that the
whole Parliament should stand up against
vivtiisatiofl and blackmail.
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Mr. Taylor: Do you acknowledge that I
did say in Parliament I deplored black-
mail?

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: I acknowledge
that the Minister for Labour said he was
opposed to blackmail, but I did not bear
him say that in this contest between union
representatives and owner-drivers at Bun-
bury he believed an unfair tactic had been
used.

Sir Charles Court: That is the point.
Mr, Taylor: I am aware only of your

version of what has happened. in the
course of the inquiry we will get the version
of the people concerned, but you would not
expect me to make a comment on the say-
so of other people.

Sir Charles Court: We ask you to say
categorically whether, if what we say, is
factual, You condone what is happening.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Order!

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Thank you, Mr.
Acting Speaker. I want to continue with
my speech.

Mr Graham: You had better discipline
Your leader, then.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I repeat that these
events have caused a great deal of con-
cern to many people, some of whom have
been affected financially. As a Parlia-
ment, we should also be concerned about
that aspect of the matter. We should
unite against tactics of this nature. The
Opposition has employed all the tactics at
its disposal to bring to the notice of the
Government its concern and the concern
felt by the people we represent- We would
be failing in our duties as parliamentar-
ians if we did not express the concern of
the people in such a major Issue.

I do not think I need pursue that ques-
tion further because it has been aired so
forcibly on a number of occasions, I am
pointing out that representations were
made to me last weekend. I understand
the incidents to which I have referred took
place on Thursday of last week, That is
the reason for my involvement in the
matter.

I now come to what I originally Intended
to say in the Address-in-Reply debate.
First and foremost, I want to congratulate
the member for Blaekwood on his election
to this Parliament. We told the People of
Blackwood that if they voted for Mr. A.
A. Lewis he would stick up for them. I
think he has already proved he can do
that, and I wish him well in his career in
Parliament.

Turning specifically to the problems of
the electorate of Wellington, one of the
great industries in the area is dairying,
and associated with it is a strong beef
industry. These industries are made
possible very largely by the supply of irri-
gation water.

in the Address-in-Reply debates over the
last several years I have stressed tbe need
for additional water storage to serve these
irrigation districts, I do not know what
are the Government's plans for the provi-
sion of additional storage. I know It is
planned to construct a new weir on the
Harvey River, but I think the Minister for
Works should inform Parliament, the pub-
lic, and particularly the people in the irri-
gation districts, how soon the provision of
additional storage can be expected.

The use of irrigation water is becoming
very sophisticated these days, and under
the circumstances water has a great deal
to do with increased Production from those
ureas. It has been amply demonstrated
that more frequent waterings and shorter
zone periods have contributed to increased
production. The Increased throughput of
milk and dairy products from the milk
f actories, In the area has a great deal to
do with the economics of those businesses
and the industry itself. It can therefore
be realised that any encouragement which
could be given to increase production
would be very worth while.

The same applies to beef production. on
previous occasions I have said that during
the late summer and autumn months these
irrigation districts are the main source of
beef production. They therefore make a
great contribution towards the feeding of
the people, the economy of the State, and
the economy of the districts themselves.
Again, any encouragement to Increase pro-
duction Is worth while.

The supply of meat at this time of the
year--and particularly this year-is such
that it should highlight the need for the
greatest possible production from the areas
which can readily produce beef for the
metropolitan market.

I do not see the Minister for Works
around at the moment, but I would like to
'repeat that it would be in the best interests
of everybody if he could inform Parliament
of the Government's Immediate plans for
increasing water storage in the south-west
in particular.

I notice the member for Collie also
mentioned the question of water storage.
Since he has come to represent agricul-
turalists, who are of course interested in
water storage, he too has come to realise
the importance of this aspect.

I would now like to turn to the question
of electricity. So far as I am concerned
and so far as the territory I represent is
concerned the State Electricity Commis-
sion does a mighty job indeed. Very nearly
the entire electorate and the people within
it are provided with electricity; and they
appreciate the benefit to be derived from
it. Tucked away in the policy of the State
Electricity Commission, however, is the
&'~sire to add as many consumers as pos-
sible to Its list as quickly and as pro-
gressively as possible.
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There have been instances where this
very action has tended to weaken the
supply to many of the people who are
already connected to the systemn. The
point I am making is that there is a need
in these instances to follow up with
heavier lines and improve the equipment.

I believe that the limiting factor in this
situation is finance, and while it is the
prerogative of the commission to set out
to extend its electricity supplies to the
various consumers and take Power to as
many as possible, I think it Is the duty
of the Government to ensure that the
commission has sufficient finance to pro-
vide for those who are already supplied
by the system.

in making this particular point now I
appeal to the Government to see that the
commission is provided with sufficient
finance to enable the steady upgrading of
the system to cope with the additional
consumers who are brought onto the tine.

One other Point I wish to make relates
to development and decentralisation in the
Bunbury region. I think it has been men-
tioned already in this debate the apparent
setback that has been experienced by the
Bunbury region from an announcement
that there would be a major development
in the metropolitan area immediately
north of Perth, which development in-
cludes the building of a new port.

I do not see how it Is possible that the
Government can undertake two major
projects of this nature at one time-one
in the course of implementation is the
new Part of Bunbury and the development
of the immediate Bunbury region. I should
imagine it would have taken all the Gov-
ernment's finance and planning to make
a success of the south-west region.
Many applications have been made to the
Government through the Town Planning
Board for the subdivision of industrial
sites, both within the Bunbury Town
Council area and in the Dardanup Shire.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.04 -P.m.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I wish to make
one or two other points to develop further
the subject on which I was speaking.
There is a real need in the Bunibury region
to plan ahead for the proper utilisation of
land, because in many areas around Bun-
bury there is some choice agricultural land.
if we do not make up our minds to Plan
ahead for the development of this region
we will see some creeping encroachment
by industry onto this choice agricultural
land.

The Bunbury area is one that adjoins
an irrigation district and I would remind
members that in Western Australia the
areas that can be properly irrigated are
limited. We should therefore ensure that
the land which can be irrigated is reserved

for agriculture and that some of the lighter
land and land in the high country is set
aside for industrial purposes.

The Dardanup Shire Council took a de-
putation to the Minister for Lands and
Forests to put a proposition to him. I do
not know what will result from that deput-
ation, but the members of it did not get a
great deal of encouragement. I support
the contention put forward by them that
certain lands on the fringe of the agricul-
tural areas should be earmarked and re-
served for industrial purposes. The Dar-
danup Shire Council pointed out to the
Minister that it anticipated that in the
Bunbury region land would need to be
reserved for the establishment of noxious
and heavy industries which could not be
sited close to the township. The mem-
bers of the deputation made suggestions
and recommendations to the Minister on
the land that should be set aside for this
purpose.

I knowv the area to which the shire is
referring and it has my full support in
regard to t-he recommendations it made
to the Minister, There seems to be some
fear on the part of the Town Planning,
Board and of developers and land pro-
moters, but I think if those people are
approached in the right way their activi-
ties can be of real service to a particular
region. Within the Bunbury Council area
approaches have been made by developers
and also by those who, I think, could be
described as Promoters, to subdivide land
for industrial purposes. They have not
had a great deal of encouragement from
the Town Planning Board, but the Gov-
ernment could well take a close interest
in these activities.

I know the Minister is involved in one
or two projects, but the point I desire to
make is that those people who are develop-
ing and promoting the sale of industrial
land could also do a great deal to encour-
age particular industries to establish them-
selves in certain areas.

Mr. Davies: I think you are quoting from
the letter I wrote to you. That is the very
phrase that I used in my letter; namely,
that developers themselves should attract
industry. You are quoting what I said
word for word.

Mr. I, W. MANNING: I am making this
speech off the cuff and expressing my own
thoughts. However they may be coloured
by what I have read in the letter I
received from the Minister. If that is the
case, we are in accord. I wish to stress
this point, because it is all important and
it is one the Town Planning Board should
not overlook; namely, that developers
should be encouraged to attract industry
to particular areas. If this were done it
would prove to be extremely beneficial to
the Bunbury region, because Bunbury it-
self is fringed with rich agricultural land
and the irrigation district should be pre-
served for agricultural use.
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A great deal of industrial land lies
within the BunburY region, though it is,
perhaps, a little further afield from the
townsite, and the local authorities con-
cerned are well aware of the situation.
The opinions they express on the question
are quite sound.

I now wish to touch briefly on the ques-
tion of education, because I have only one
or two Points to make. I am concerned at
the attitude of the Education Department
towards the situation that prevails at the
Harvey Primary School. For some time
the parents and citizens' association of this
school has been drawing the attention of
the department to the need to replace
certain old school buildings which are most
unsuitable for the purpose for which they
are used; that is, as classrooms. The con-
tention of the association is based on two
counts-that the classrooms are as hot as
they Possibly can be in the summertime,
and bitterly cold and draughty in the win-
tertime.

Therefore the need for these classrooms
to be replaced by more up-to-date build-
igs is very great. The department has in-

dicated that It is willing to replace these
old classrooms with a resource centre. This
would be well appreciated by the school.
The parents and citizens' association has
been working hard to raise funds to pro-
vide amenities in this resource centre that
has been Promised by the Education De-
partment. However, a commencement on
the centre is continually being fobbed off
because it has a low priority and the funds
that are available have to be used for new
classrooms to meet increased eirrolments,
and so on.

I do not think that these urgent re-
quirements can be put off indefinitely.
There is a real need to recognise that we
reach a point in time when it is vital that
old buildings should be replaced with new
ones, and that is the point that has been
reached at the Harvey Primary School.
One or two other matters upon which I
would like to comment I will hold in re-
serve until some later date.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Moiler.

(Continued on page 481)

QUESTIONS (35): ON NOTICE
1.

2.

HOUSING
H.M.A.S. Stirling Personnel

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Does he still refuse to allow the

building of the homes at Rocking-
ham for the H.M.A.S. Stirling
navy personnel?

(2) What communications between the
Department of Navy, Common-
wealth Department of Housing
and himself and the State Housing
Commission have taken place since
last November?

(3) Has a final decision been taken,
and if so. what is it?

(4) If "No" to (3), when can the final
decision be expected?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) to (4) The Commonwealth Depart-

ment of Housing by letter of 7th
December, 1972, to the General
Manager of the Housing Commnis-
sion, confirmed a requirement of
seventy-nine houses for navy per-
sonnel from HM.A.S. Stirling.
This communication also con-
firmed the accommodation is re-
quired by December, 1975, and
hence construction will need to
commence in the 1974-75 year. It
also expressed a Commonwealth
viewpoint that in detailed for-
ward planning it would not be
prudent to defer final decisions
concerning personnel accommoda-
tion until 1974-75.
This letter also asked whether, in
the light of the confirmation of
Programme intention, the commis-
sion would be prepared to consider
a land exchange and whether it
would be Prepared to build the
navy houses at Rockingham.
When the commission has made
its recommendation to me the
matter will be finalised with the
Commornwealth Department of
Housing.

ALBANY-SOUTH WESTERN
HIGHWAYS JUNCTION

Redevelopment
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What will be the completed cost of

the redeveloped junction of the
Albany and South Western High-
ways at Armadale?

(2) What would have been the cost of
Upgrading the junction to allow a
free flow of traffic by separation?

(3) When is the present redevelop-
ment work expected to be com-
pleted?

(4) Are safety ramps being Provided
simultaneously with the junction
upgrading to safeguard against
vehicle malfunctions on the steep
Bedford ale hill?

Mr. H. D. Evans (for Mr. JAMIESON)
replied:
(1) The estimated completed cost,

excluding land acquisition and
landscaping, is $300,000.

(2) The adopted design provides for
efficient and safe traffi movement
through this junction. Grade
separation is not justified on sev-
eral counts. Firstly, the relatively
small advantage to be gained by
grade separation does not warrant



(ASSEMBLY.)I

(a)
(4)

such expensive treatment, and
secondly, land acquisition would
have been very much more exten-
sive and there would have been a
subtantially greater unfavourable
impact on the local environment.
About August 1973.
NO.

3. WESTFELD SCHOOL
Improvements and Trasport

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Education;
(1) Will he please review urgently

the question of now providing the
Westfield school with a boundary
fence for the safety of the children
against the dual carriageway?

(2) Now that a large number of child-
ren are walking extensive distances
under difficult conditions between
the new State Housing Commission
homes at South Kelrnscott and
Westfield school, will he initiate an
early review of the position to-
wards arranging suitable trans-
port?

(3) Will the department intervene
urgently to have the underpass
adjoining the school grounds.
under Camillo Road, made safe
for children to walk through and
be safe from drowning?

(4) As the filling sand used in building
up the school oval from wet boggy
land appears most unsuitable, will
he have this situation rectified to
enable the large number of
students to have a reasonable
recreational area?

Mr. Davies (for Mr. T. D. EVANS)
replied:-
(1) The need for boundary fencing

will be re-examined.
(2) As this school is in the metropoli-

tan area, any transport is a mat-
ter for the Metropolitan Transport
Trust. I am advised that the
trust has considered the request
and found it not to be practicable.

(3) The safety of the underpass ad-
joining the school rounds will be
discussed with the local authority.

(4) The Public Works Department has
been requested to inspect the oval
and report on the condition of the
playing surface.

1. TRADE UNIONS
Blackmail and Intimidation:

Allegations
Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Labour:

Will he investigate and report to
this House on allegations of black-
mail or intimidation by unions to
the following-
(a) Mr. Vic. Clements. Neptune

agent, Bunbury;

(b) Mr. M. E. Myles. Shell agent,
Bunbury;

(c) Mr. R. Hart, Karridale;
(d) L. J. Wellard & Co., Caltex

agent, Bindoon;
(e) Mr. Leonardi, fuel distributor.

Collie:
(f) C. J. & A. L. Ferris, B.P. agent,

Busselton?
Mr. TAYLOR replied:

(a) to (f) An inquiry will be held.

S. TRANSPORT WORKERS' UNION
Compulsory Membership

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Is compulsory unionism applicable

to Transport Workers' Union
awards?

(2) If so, does this apply to owner/
drivers?

(3) Are owner/drivers legally per-
mitted to be members of the
Transport Workers' Union?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) By the term "compulsory union-

ism" I presume the Member for,
Mt. Lawley is referring to "prefer-
ence for unionists" clauses in
awards, and it is also presumed
he is referring to either the Ped-
eral Transport Workers' award
1970, or to the State Transport
Workers (general) award No. 10
of 1961.
The Federal Transport Workers'
award does not contain a prefer-
ence clause; the State Transport
Workers (general) award does.

(2) With respect to workers covered
by the Federal Transport Workers'
award, the question is answered by
(1) above.
The question whether owner-
drivers performing work for em-
ployers bound by the State Trans-
port Workers (general) award are
entitled to the benefits of this
award, Including the preference
clause, depends on whether they
are workers under the Industrial
Arbitration Act.

(3) 1 am not acquainted with the fed-
eral union's rules, so I am unable
to answer for the federal union.
With respect to the State Trans-
port Workers' Union, the answer
is yes, if the lorry owner-drivers
are workers within the meaning
of the Industrial Arbitration Act.
This is a matter of legal inter-
pretation.
In the latest annotations to the
Act made on this subject as at
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31st March, 1956, by the then Mr.
F. T. P. Burt, now Mr. Justice
Burt the comment was made-

"Whether the relationship be-
tween the parties is that of
master and servant or that of
employer and independent con-
tractor is a question to be de-
cided on the facts of each par-
ticular case. The true test is
to ascertain the nature and
extent of the control and direc-
tion which is actually exercised
or which may be exercised
when the occasion warrants by
the employer over the alleged
worker. The court will look be-
yond the terms of the agreement
to determine the real relation-
ship between the parties. The
use of legal terms In an agree-
ment designed to make the rela-
tionship between the parties
that of lessor or lessee is of no
avail if from evidence die hors
the contract it appears that the
true relationship is that of
master and servant."

V. MINISTER FOR LABOUR
Absence from the House

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:
Will he advise what Important
work has been responsible for the
absence of the Minister for Labour
from Parliament on Tuesday.
27th March, 1973, thus causing
neglect to important questions
being answered in this H-ouse?

Mr. J. T. TONKCIN replied:
He visited Bunbury with a repre-
sentative of the Federal Minister
for Tourism as a result of efforts
by the Western Australian Tourist
Development Authority over the
past two years for assistance in
the development of the vintage
train "tesahenault Lady", an im-
portant tourist attraction.
This visit, in company with the
Federal Minister's representative,
the Government regarded as im-
portant work.

'7. ERIC STREET, COTTESLOE
Dual Carrie geway and Ovencay

Mr. HUTCHINSON. to the Minister for
Works:
(1) in regard to the hazardous traffic

situation at the Eric Street bridge
Cotteslae, will he, before having
traffic lights installed-which
surely would be only a short tenn
and partial solution and therefore
unnecessarily expensive-consider
and have the respective authori-
ties consider the much safer and
better traffic flow proposition of

having constructed a dual car-
riageway in Eric Street supported
by a bigger bridge structure in-
corporating pedestrian and bicycle
ways to span Railway Street, the
railway and Curtin Avenue?

(2) If not, will he please advance
reasons?

Mr. H. D. Evans (for Mr. JIAMIESON)
replied:
(1) The upgrading and development

of Eric Street, Cottesloe, is the re-
sponsibility of the local authority.
As the Member was advised in
November. 1972 It is designated
as a sub-arterial road and is
therefore suitable for the expendi-
ture of Commonwealth aid road
funds. The suggestion for the
provision of dual carriageways in
Eric Street should be referred to
the Cottesloe Town Council. The
Main Roads Department has no
plans for the widening or replace-
mrent of the Eric Street bridge
over the railway.

(2) Answvered by (1).

8. TRANSPORT WORKERS' UNION
Preference and Protection

to Members
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Labour:.
(1) Is he aware the Secretary of the

Transport Workers' Union, Mr.
Cowles, when attending a meeting
of owner/drivers last September in
a hall in Shepparton Road, Vic-
toria Park, offered those present
preference and protection on pay-
muent of his union's membership
fee?

(2) Is he aware Mr. Covwles explained
his union's protection was to be
implemented by allowing the
vehicles of drivers carrying evi-
dence of union membership to be
loaded and others picketed and
refused?

(3) As Mr. Cowles Is reported to have
acknowledged acting in this way,
will he and his Government con-
demn this tactic as objectionable
and repugnant to the democratic
Australian way of life and con-
trary to the rights of the indivi-
dual?

(4) Does he Consider the T.W.U. tactic
a form of compulsory unionism?

(5) Will he and his Government have
this practice vigorously stamped
out before it effectively spreads to
control the media and curtail
other basic freedoms?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) and (2) No.
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(3) I refer the member to my reply
of Wednesday, 21st March, 1973,
to a question without notice by
the Member of Darling Range.

(4) Yes, it would appear to be.
(5) As advised in my answer to ques-

tion 4 of today, an inquiry will be
held.

9. PUBIC SERVICE
Annual Leave: Increase

Mr. MENSAILOS, to the Premier:
(1) What is the total anticipated cost

to the State for an additional
week's annual holiday pay to pub-
lic servants?

(2) How many more-
(a) permanent;
(b) temporary,
public servants will have to be
employed because of the additional
week's annual leave?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) In answer to a similar

question yesterday, regarding the
cost of four weeks' annual leave
to public servants, I replied as fol-
lows:-

The Public Service Board has
advised it cannot make a re-
liable estimate. The cost would
depend upon requests for addi-
tional staff to be submitted by
departments, and the outcome
of the board's critical examina-
tion of such requests.

10. PUBLIC SERVICE
Females: Retirement Age

Mr. MENSAROS. to the Premier:
(1) It is possible for women In perm-

anent public service to voluntarily
retire at the age of 55 without
ieopardising superannuation bene-
fits?

(2) If so, what are the conditions
regarding superannuation?

(3) If not, will he consider the
possibility for such voluntary
retirement and under what con-
ditions?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1)
(2)
(3)

No.
Answered by (I).
Not at this time.

11. DENTAL TECHNICIANS
Salary Increase

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Health:

Is it a fact that prior to the recent
salary increase of employed dental
technicians, the finance committee

of the Perth Dental Hospital was
given to understand that the Gov-
ernment Is willing to pay the re-
quested Increases without any
query or challenge?

Mr. DAVIES replied:.
The finance committee of the
Perth Dental Hospital accepted the
recommendation of the recog-
nised State Government body,
i.e., the Public Service Board as
evidence of the acceptability of
the rates of pay recommended for
dental technicians.

COUNTRY HOSPITALS
Catering and Laundry Services

Mr. RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Which of the country hospitals are

receiving part or the whole of
their catering services from the
metropolitan area?

(2) Which of the country hospitals
are to be serviced from the cen-
tralised laundry now under con-
struction?

(3) How for has the construction of
the centralised laundry pro-
gressed?

(4) When will this laundry be com-
pleted?

(5) Is day labour being used?
(6) What is the estimated cost?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) Meekatharra hospital only.
(2) None. However, the Rocking-

ham hospital which is borderline
between metropolitan and country
is intended to be serviced by the
central laundry.

(3) Earth works are complete. The
main building contractor is on site
and work is on schedule. The
project is 15% complete.

(4) It will be ready for operation by
February, 1074.

(5) Only to a limited extent. Day
labour content is roughly $110,000
of the total cost and none of It
relates to the building itself.

(6) $4,088,407.

IMMIGRATION
Noalimba Centre

Mr. RUSHTQN, to the Minister for
Immigration:
(1) What has been the capital ex-

pended at the State Immigration
Centre, "Noalimba" since its
establishment onl-
(a) construction;
(b) furnishings:
(c) additions?
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(2) (a) How many families were
resident at the centre on 1st
March for the Years 1970.
1971, 1972 and 1973:

(b) how many families have
passed through the centre in
the same years?

(3) How many staff, both salaried
and wages, are employed at the
centre at present?

(4) What has been the cost of running
and maintaining the centre for
the Years 1971. 1972 and 1973?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) (a) The original construction on

the building and associated
costs are $1,464,196.19.

(b) F'urnishlngs--$82,022.09.
(Cc) Additions--building and asso-

ciated costs on extensions
$280,054.70.
Furnishings-$6,920.41.

Note: Commonwealth Govern-ment contributed dollar for dollar
on the above expenditure.

(2) (a) Families resident on-
1st March:

1970 ..
1971 ..
1972 ..
1973 ..

(b) 2nd March,
1970-

Admitted
Departed

2nd March,
1971-

Admitted
Departed

2nd March,
1922-

Admitted
Departed

2nd March,
1973-

Admitted
Departed

(3) Wages staff
Salaried..
Welfare

(4) Financial Year 19
Financial Year 19
1/7/1972 to 28/2/

families
.... .... 83

.... 65
.. 43
... 25

1969-1st March,

families
875
842

1970-1st March

families
.. ... 1,021

1,039
1971-1st March,

families
803

* 825
1912-1st March,

families
.... .... 425

443
37

7
2

'70-1971 315,178
'71-1972 316,733
1973 ... 178,530

HOUSEBOATS
Mooring at Public Jetties

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Works:

Would he please say whether he
would consider allowing houseboats
when People live on them only to

moor at public, as opposed to pri-
vate, jetties on the same grounds
as caravans when occupied are
only allowed to stay at caravan
parks?

Mr. H. D. Evans (for Mr. JAIESON)
replied:

I will refer this matter to the Peel
Inlet Conservation Committee for
investigation and recommendation.

15. DECENTRALISATION
Building Contracts: Peeec

Scheme
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minis-
ter for Development and Decentrali-
sation:
(1) What are the full conditions of

the Government's recently an-
nounced 5% preference scheme for
building contractors in rural
centres?

(2) (a) Is it correct it only applies
to contracts of $20,000 and
less;

(b) if so, what is the position
above $20,000?

(3) Why was 5% and not the usual
10% figure used?

(4) (a) Were not preferences given to
regionally based contractors
and locally produced materials
on previous occasions;

(b) if so, what was the nature of
such preferences?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) (a) Applies to country building

contractors tendering for Gov-
ernment works up to $20,000
within their respective regions.

(b) Applies to new works and
renovations.

(c) floes not apply to State Hous-
ing Commission work.

(2) (a) Yes.
(b) Normal tendering conditions

apply.
(3) 5% was considered a sufficient

price advantage in this industry:
(4) (a) Price preferences were pre-

viously given to regional
manufacturing and service in-
dustries, but not building con-
tractors.

(b) a 10% price preference ap-
plies to firms tendering for
goods and services used in
their region.

I might add that these preference
schemes were introduced by the
present labor Government as a
further means by which industries
established In country districts
might be assisted and encouraged.

14.
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1. WATER SUPPLIES
Mrs. E?. F. Ralleen; Complaint

Mr. THOMPlSON, to the Premier:
(1) Has he received a letter from Mrs.

E. IF. Halleen of Pomeroy Road,
Walliston, requesting provision of
water supply from the Metropoli-
tan Water Board mains and com-
plaining of damage by Metropoli-
tan Water Board workmen to a
fence on her property?

(2) If so, with what result?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) Yes. Mrs. Heileen wrote to mue

on the 4th January, 1973, regard-
Ing the provision of a water ser-
vice to her property. She did not
complain in her letter of damage
to a fence.

(2) After investigation by the Minister
for Works, two alternative pro-
posals were offered to Mrs. Halleen
in a letter from me, dated 7th
February, 1973.

1. WATER SUPPLiES
Yule Brook: Pollution

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Since he advised me on 1st Dec-

ember, 1972 (file PWWS 329/69)
that action would be taken with
respect to reported pollution of
water carried in a tributary of
Yule Brook, will he state the pres-
ent position?

(2) Is he satisfied that landfill opera-
tions adjacent to parts of the
tributary are such that pollution
of the water will not result?

(3) Will he ensure that the stream is
monitored to ensure that the
health of those persons who rely
on the brook for their domestic
water supply will not be endan-
gered?

Mr. H. D. Evans (for Mr. JAMIESON)
replied:
(1) to (3) In view of the interest of

the Shire of Kalamunda In the
landfill operations taking place
adjacent to Yule Brook, I suggest
that the Member pursue the mat-
ter with either the shire council
or the Minister for Local Govern-
ment.

18. This question was postponed until
Wednesday, the 4th April,

19. EGGS
Price: increase

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Consumer Protection:*
(1) Did he read a report in the Daily

News on 14th March, attributed to
Mrs. Ruth Coleman, which stated

that egg producers have already
received on most grades of eggs
a 6 cents Increase within the past.
few months?

(2) Is the report correct?
(3) Has there been an increase in the

price of eggs over the last two
years?

(4) If the answer to question (3) is
"Yes", what are the details of the
increase?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) NO.
(2) 1 do not know.
(3) and (4) In a recent letter from

the Western Australian Egg Mar-
keting Board to the Minister for
Agriculture, the chairman quoted
the following:

Veac flozent tol Av~ge.v~'sale Kitd. avge.

.9./....
1970/1971 .1971/1a72..
197219 73

(estlmtatei)

20.

7,820,580
8,758,957
9,2a3,916

10,00,71
10,307,014
10,6890M0

prime
(per dozen)

cents
55.8
59
59.9
OD-2
578

retahlpre
(per dozen)

cents
03
84
84
84.5
83
62I3

The average wholesale prices are
correct as they are accounting
figures, but average retail prices
are impossible to calculate as all
large chain stores use eggs as a
"leader line" and "special" eggs
each week for as low as one cent
above cost (wholesale price).

EGGS
Inquiry into Industry

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) At what date did the inquiry into

the egg industry in this State
commence?

(2) Who is making the inquiry?
(3) What were the terms of reference?
(4) Has any departure from the terms

of the original inquiry been made?
(5) if so. what are the details?
(6) Was it necessary for the person-

nel on the inquiry to make inves-
Uigations or take evidence inter-
state or overseas, and if so, to
what extent?

(7) When does he expect the report?
Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) 13th July, 1972.
(2) Mr. N. McDonald.
(3) To examine and report on egg

marketing in Western Australia
with reference to:
(a) Factors responsible for the

current over supply position
and reduced returns to pro-
ducers and the capacity of
producers to absorb further
reductions in income.
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(b) The efficiency and methods of
handling and distribution of
eggs from the producer to the
consumer.

(c) Factors Influencing demand
for eggs, including quality.
size, packaging and price;
specifically to comment on
the price elasticity of demand
and methods of price deter-
mination in the market chain
from producer to retailer.

(d) The marketing activities of
the Egg Board, the composi-
tion and structure of the
board and its staff in rela-
tion to its marketing anmd total
function and the efficiency of
its administration.

(e) Such other matters as the
inquirer considers are rele-
vant to the objective of the
inquiry.

(4) Yes.

(5) A blood cholesterol survey of egg
producers was Instigated by the
chairman of the Inquiry.

(6) Yes. Investigations were made
during interstate visits by the
chairman. it is understood that
consultations took place with other
State egg boards and the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics, Canberra.
Information on the New Zealand
egg industry was obtained by cor-
respondence.

(7) Late April, 1913.

EGGS
Price: Egg Marketing Board Case

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Prices Control:
(I) Has the Western Australian Egg

Marketing Board presented a case
to the Government for an increase
in the price of eggs in Western
Australia?

(2) If so, when will an announcement
be made?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) I have just been informed that

the Egg Marketing Board pre-
sented a case to the Minister for
Agriculture for an increase In the
price of eggs. This was presented
by a letter dated 27th March, 1973,
and received by the Minister on
the 28th March, 1973, the date on
which this question was lodged
with the Clerk of the House.

(2) Only the Minister for Agriculture
can answer this question.

22. DEPARTMENT FOR
coMMUNTmrY WEL.FARE

AcQuisition o/ Properties: Katanning
Mr. NAILDER. to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) When did the Department for

Community Welfare purchase St.
Rita's convent building in Katan-
ning?

(2) How much did It pay for the pro-
perty?

(3) When does It intend to occupy
the building?

(4) To what purpose will the build-
ing be put, and when?

(5) What measures are being taken
to protect the department's pro-
perty?

(6) What does the department intend
to do with the property in
Andrews Road, Katanning, which
it purchased previously?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) The Public Works Department

purchased St. Rita's convent,
Katanning, for use by the Depart-
ment for Community Welfare in
June, 1972.

(2) $41,500.
(3) As soon as the building has been

converted to meet the depart-
ment's needs.

(4) As a hostel for young wards em-
ployed locally. As soon as con-
version is completed.

(5) Measures being taken to protect
the department's property include
use of part of the building during
the day time and employment of
a resident caretaker.

(6) The department now has no use
for the Andrews Road property
and PWrD is presently negotiating
with other Government depart-
ments for its use.

23. KEY DAMS
Finance

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

When will a decision be made on
the extension of the boundaries
for "key dam" finance and to
broaden the uses for which this
finance can be used-such as
roaded catchmnents?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
It is understood that the Farm
Water Supply Committee is pre-
paring suggestions which might
form a modified basis for loans
to tanners for key water supplies
on farms. When this report Is

475



476 LASSEMBLY.1

submitted It will receive immedi- 26. MARGARET RIVER SCHOOL
ate consideration.
The report is expected before
June.

4. RAILWAYS

Employees: Staff Divisions and Number

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

What are the staff divisions in the
Railways Department anid what
were the number employed in each
division at 30th June, 1972 and at
28th February, 1973?

Mr. MAY replied:

Branch

Secretary for Railways ..
Accounts and audit
Stores
Traffic .. .. ..
commercial
Mechanical engineering ..
Civil engineering.
Unemployment relief

Total ..

Total staff.s at Tot.tal siias at
3010/1972 23/2/3973

128
224
201

3,373
43

4,166
1,952

289

129
230
262

3.315
46

4,126
1.924

130

0.430 10,182

HIGH SCHOOLS

Halt-Gymnasiums andi Enrolments

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Education:

What was the date of completion.
situation regarding hall/gym-
nasium and current enrolment of
the following senior high schools-
John Forrest, Scarborough, Kent
Street, IKwlnana, Melville, Church-
lands, Albany, Northam, Gerald-
ton, flunbury, and Kalgoorlie?

Reticulation Scheme
Mr. ELAIXIE, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has his department completed

plans for the reticulation scheme
at the Margaret River primary
school?

(2) What is the estimated cost of this
project and when will works be-
(a) commenced:
(b) completed?

Mr. H. D. Evans (for Mr. JAMIESON)
replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) $8,600.

(a) and (b) Subject to availability
of funds, tenders will be
called In the 1973-74 financial
year.

27. CONSUMER PROTECTION
Used Cars Guarantees

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Consumer Protection:

Has he any evidence to show that
in some cases the guarantee being
given by used car dealers is being
falsified by the replacement part
and/or service being increased in
price or charges to such a degree
that the guarantee is worthless?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
The Consumer Protection Bureau
has some evidence that second
hand Parts are used in warranty
repairs to used cars, although
generally, warranties make no
mention of new parts being
specified.

Mr. Davies (for Mr. T. D. EVANS) replied:

Date of
School establishment Hall/gymaiiusn situationi

John Forrest 1961 To be provided 1973/74..... ... ..
Scarborough ... 19159 To be provided 1973/74 .. .. ..
Kent Stret ... 1946 To be provided 1973/74 ..
Kwiaana .. .. 1959 To be provided 1973/74 .. .. .. .. ..
Melville 1960 To be provided 1973/74... ..
Churchiands 1962 To be provided 1973/74 .............
Albany .. ... 1924 An old, small hail is available................ ....

Northsamn ..,. 1922 An old, small hall is available..............
Burtbury ... .. 1923 An old, small hall is available..............
Geraldton .... 1939 When a new high school is built in Ceraldton for 1975,

a hall/gymnasium will be provided at Geraldton
fol lowing removal of temporary buildinsig on site

Eastern Goldfields .... I915 A hall/gymnasium is being included in the replacement
high scihool now under construction

Cursrent
enrolment

1,373
1,433

i.1 16

1,224

1,403

1,35r

1.279

900

813

1,328

1.299
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Regarding labour, it is difficult
to be precise on the time taken to
do the Job, but again, the
Bureau has some evidence of
cases where the generally accepted
maximum hours were charged,
and they know that in a number
of cases maximum rates are being
charged. This means that inherent
in the cost is the normal repair
profit margin which of course
reduces the dealer's actual cost.
If both these factors applied on,
say, 80% customer, 20% dealer
contribution warranty, it is evi-
dent that the dealer would not be
Involved in any cost.
Where repairs are carried out in
the dealer's own yard, the cus-
tomner is almost completely in the
dealer's hands as far as warranty
charges made are concerned.

28. DROUGHT RELIEF

Commonwealth Financial Assistance

Mr. MCPHARLIh, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What financial assistance can the

State Government expect to re-
ceive from the Commonwealth
Government as reimbursement for
money expended as relief In
drought affected areas?

(2) Has the Commonwealth Govern-
ment placed conditions on the
amount of money it may pro-
vide for an emergency such as a
drought?

Mr. H. DL EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) The Commonwealth re-

gards the provision of relief and
restoration measures other than
relief of personal hardship and
distress, as being the responsibility
of State Governments. However,
recognising that the States have
limited financial resources on
which they can draw in an emer-
gency, the Commonwealth Is pre-
Pared to assist in financing
measures other than relief of
personal hardship and distress
where the States are involved in
substantial expenditure of an
abnormal nature. Under current
Policy each State is expected to
meet expenditure on eligible relief
and restoration measures In each
financial year up to an initial
base amount, after which the Com-
monwealth is prepared to reim-
burse In full the remaining ex-
penditures on eligible relief and
restoration measures In that year.
The base amount for Western
Australia is understood to be at
least $1 million.

29. PRISONS
Number Detained

Mr, O'CONNOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary;
(1) How many persons were detained

in Western Australian prisons for
the 12 months ended 30th June,
1971?

(2) Of these how many were-
(a) men:
(b) women?

(3) What number of the people men-
tioned in each of 2(a) and (b)
were Aborigines?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) Prisoners recelved-7,628.
(2) (a) 8,471.

(b) 1,157,
(3) (a) 2,560.

(b) 1,056.

30. GOVERNMENT EXPENDITU.RE
Classiflcation

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Treasurer:
(1) How is Government expenditure

classified in Western Australia?
(2) In what classification is Bunbury

included?
(3) How is it possible to obtain ex-

penditure for any areas in Wes-
tern Australia?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) to (3) With one exception. Gov-

ernment expenditure Is not
classified according to areas of the
State. The exception is the area
north of the 26th Parallel of
latitude, or the north-west, for
which a statistical table of actual
and estimated expenditure is
supplied at the rear of the con-
solidated revenue fund estimates.

31.

32.

RAILWAYS
Lend at Bridge Street

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

In what manner is it anticipated
that land occupied by the Railway
accounts branch will be disposed
of?

Mr. MAY replied:
At an appropriate time the land
will be offered for sale.

CENTRAL BUS STATION
Permanency

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) In view of his comments in Parlia-

ment last year that the central bus
terminal was to be temporary
only, will he advise why this view
has been altered?
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(2) When was it decided the Premises QUESTIONS (9): WITHOUT NOTICE
were to be permanent and what
publicity was given In this regard?

Mr. H. D. Evans (for Mr. JAMIESON)
replied:
(1) and (2) The verbatim words of

the Minister for Works are-
I cannot recall having com-
mented in the terms stated by the
Member. Would he please elabor-
ate and provide Hansard reference
to the statement?

Mr. O'Connor: Pages 3046 and '7 of
Mansard of the 6th September,
1972.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I assume the hen-
curable member will Inform the
Minister for Works.

33. INDUSTRIAL STOPPAGE

Petrol Supplies

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

(1) Has he seen the article in the
Daily News 28th March, 1973, page
6, headed, "Petrol for firm halted"?

(2) Will the Government investigate
and, if necessary, act in this or
similar cases?

Mr. J. T. TONKCIN replied:
(1) yes.
(2) This dispute has already been

settled. Deliveries to the firm
recommenced yesterday at 11.00
a.m.

34. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Fitzroy Crossing

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Electricity:

To obviate the necessity for each
establishment at Fitzroy Crossing
having an independent power
generating plant, will he authorise
the State Electricity Commission
to conduct a feasibility study with
a view to installing facilities and
supplying consumers from one
central source?

Mr. M4AY replied:
The commission is not in a posi-
tion to consider the possibility of
establishing an electricity system
in country towns until all existing
electricity systems have been
brought within the scope of the
country towns assistance scheme.
It is expected that this work will
be completed next Year.

35. This question was postponed.

1. HOSPITAL

Fitzroy Crossintg

Mr. DAVIES (Minister for Health):
When replying to part of question
26 Yesterday I said I would table
reports on the Fitzroy Crossing
hospital. I went back to my office
during the tea suspension last
evening but could not find them.
I would like to table them now
and, at the same time, congratu-
late my secretary on successfully
hiding them from me.

The papers were tabled (see paper No.
83).

2. MIDLAND JUNCTION ABATTrOIR
Reinstatement of Former Employiees

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:
(1) (a) With reference to the answers

he gave to my questions with-
out notice on the 27th March,
1973, about the reinstatement
of two employees at the Mid-
land abattoir, has he had dis-
cussions with either the man-
agement or the board of the
Midland abattoir in the last
10 days, and, if so, on what
date, and for what reason:

(b) were these discussions part
of the two discussions he re-
ferred to in his answer to (2)
(b) of my question asked on
the 27th March, 1973;

(c) what was the result of the
discussions, If any were held
during the last 10 days?

(2) Has the Midland abattoir agreed
to reinstate the two men?

(3) (a) Would he contact Mr. Cole-
man, Secretary of the TILC..
and verify with him whether
the report in The West Auis-
tralian of the 21st February.
1973, reading as follows-

He also told a meeting that
the Premier, Mr. Tonkin.
had said the Midland Abat-
toir would be directed to re-
employ two men who were
Prominent In the 1970 meat
strike.

is, in his opinion, a reasonably
accurate and fair statement of
what he (Mr. Coleman) said;

(b) if it is not considered a
reasonably accurate statement
of what Mr. Coleman said.
would the Premier ascertain
from Mr. Coleman in what
particular he regards the re-
port as inaccurate?
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(4) If Mr. Coleman insists that the
Press report is accurate, will the
Premier explain the reason for the
difference in Mr. Coleman's state-
ment and the answer to miy qutes-
tions when he (the Premier) in-
sisted that only a request had
been made to the Midland abattoir
for the reinstatement of the two
employees?

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) Yes, on the 23rd March, In

the Presence of the Minister
for Agriculture, and for pre-
cisely the same reason as that
for which the first meeting
was held.

(b) Yes.
(c) The chairman of the board

and the manager undertook to
employ the two men being
discussed if, and when, it be-
came necessary to engage ad-
ditional employees.

(2) See answer to (1) (c).
(3) (a) No, I shall leave that to the

Leader of the Opposition him-
self, If he is sufficiently in-
terested, to devote his own
time to the inquiry.

Sir Charles Court: He is.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN.- To continue-
(b) I am not at all concerned

about the accuracy, or other-
wise, of the report referred to.
I reaffirm that I have neither
given a direction, nor adopted
an attitude which could be
construed as such.
The Leader of the Opposition
has embarked upon the fruit-
less task of endeavouring to
establish that I lied.

Sir Charles Court: No, he has not.
Mr. J. T7. TONKIN: To continue-

If lie is not prepared to accept
my word, and wants to con-
Utie this "wild goose chase",
It may save him time and
worry if he asks the chair-
man and/or manager of the
abattoir if I have given any
direction to employ the men
concerned.

(4) See answer to (3) (b),
Sir Charles Court: I asked you as a

matter of courtesy.

3. UNIVERSITY EDUCATION
State's Investment: Justification

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Premier:
floes he consider that the State's
investment in university students
is Producing the dividend we
would wish when a court action

is referred to as "obscene court-
room dramas" inviting the public
to attend with "fancy dress
optional" as printed in the pam-
phlet-handed to the Premier for
his perusal-which is being dis-
tributed in the streets of Perth In
anticipation of court proceedings?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I am of the opinion that, irres-
pective of the regrettable incidents
which occasionally occur, the
State's investment in university
education is well Justified.

4. EASTER WEEK
Holidays

Mr. NALDER, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government reached a

final decision on the holidays that
will be taken during the week
after Easter Monday?

(2) If so, would he advise the House?
Mr. J. T_ TONKIN replied:

Parliament will not sit at all
during Easter Week.

a. JAHRAH SLEEPERS
Continued Use

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for
'Forests:

Will the Minister advise of the
dates and the representations
made to the Federal Government
and other authorities in connec-
tion with the continued use of
larrah sleepers instead of cement
sleepers?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
I thank the member for Collie for
the ample notice he gave of his
intention to ask this question. By
this Government there have been
three direct approaches to the
Prime Minister, four personal
discussions with appropriate
Federal Ministers, as well as
numerous written submissions-a
list of which I submit for the
record-a total of 25 actions.
The list is as follows-

Precis of Events In Timber
versus Concrete Issue with
Commonwealth Railways.

29th November, 1971--Subinis-
sion by Hon. Premier to
Prime Minister McMahon re-
questing time for the timber
Industry to submit its view.

7th March, 1972-Timber in-
dustry's submission forwarded
by Hon. Premier to Prime
Minister McMahon for exami-
nation.
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20th March, 1972-Minister for
Forests to Chairman Austra-
lian Forestry Council In sup-
port of approach by A.5.T.M.

0th April. 1972, and 7th April,
1972-Telephone and tele-
gram to Minister for National
Development requesting feasi-
bility study on comparative
merits of timber and concrete
sleepers for Commonwealth
Railways. Confirmed by let-
ter 7th April.

7th April, 1972-Letter and
relevant Papers to Minister
for Supply for meeting with
the timber industry (local).

11th April, 1972-Letter to
Minister for Shipping and
Transport commending his
call for a report by the
Bureau of Transport Econo-
mnics.

27th April. 1972-Minister for
Forests' personal call on
Minister for Shipping and
Transport-no decision to be
made on tenders until Bureau
of Transport Economics' re-
port received. Written sub-
mission banded over com-
plaining that tenders called
21st March, 1972, only four
days after the Prime Minister
had received the W.A. Timber
Industry submission, etc.

5th May, 1972-Further submis-
sion to Minister for Transport
and Shipping re interest
charges on capital outlay
Commonwealth Railways.

11th May, 1972 -Letter to
Minister for Transport and
Shipping re broadening the
terms of reference for Bureau
of Transport Economics' re-
port (sociology).

17th May, 1972-Letter Hon.
Premier to Prime Minister
stressing relevant points.

6th June, 1972-Letter to Min-
ister for Trade and Industry
briefing him prior to his W.A.
visit-and discussed with him
the following week.

12th July, 1972-Letter to
Minister for Shipping and
ITansport requesting copy of

.T.E. report, particularly in
relation to sleeper size.

15th August, 1972-letter to
Minister for National Devel-
opment and copy to Minister
for Shipping and Transport
re conflicting reports in news-
papers.

6.

20th September, 1972-Docu-
ment of information to all
W.A. Federal Members-sup-
Port of each requested.

24th October, 1912-Minister
for Shipping and Transport-
request for copy of the report
of the Bureau of Transport
Economics.

6th November. 1972-MInister
for Shipping and Transport
querying assumptions In
B.T.E. report.

10th January, 1973-Minister's
personal submission to new
Minister for Transport and
Civil Aviation (Jones) re
rescinding of decision to use
timber for maintenance of
Commonwealth Trans. line.

18th January, 1973 - Hon.
Premier to Prime Minister
stressing desirability of ap-
pointing independent firm of
consulting engineers with rail-
way experience.

24th January, 1973-Meeting
with F.P.A. re sleeper tenders
for South Africa.

26th January, 1973-Discussion
between Premier and Prime
Minister.

2nd February, 1973-Updated
report to all W.A. Federal
Members.

22nd February, 1913-Minister
for Transport,-further coma-
ments on independent In-
quiry.

21st March, 1973-Discussion
between Hon. Premier and
Minister for Forests and
Federal Minister for Trans-
port (Jones) in Perth.

26th March, 1973-Letter from
Premier to Israel Ambassa-
dor re report of Israel's re-
version from concrete to tim-
ber sleepers.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Expression of Legal Opinion

Mr. HARTREY, to the Minister for
Labour:

This afternoon the Minister for
Labour answered a purely legal
question, asked by the member for
Mt. Lawley. as to the eligibility or
otherwise of members to be en-
rolled in the Transport Workers'
Union.
Yesterday I asked the Minister a
question which was less obviously
a legal question than that asked
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today by the member for Mt.
Lawley. In reply to the question
I asked, the Minister said-

The question calls for the
expression of a legal opinion
which following long Parlia-
mentary precedent I am not
prepared to give.

Yet, today. he answered the ques-
tion asked by the member for Mt.
Lawley.
Why did the Minister refuse to
answer the question asked by
the member for Boulder-Dundas
which was less obviously of a legal
nature?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
Two comments come to mind.
Firstly, I am tempted to ask the
member for Boulder-flundas to
place his question on the notice
paper because he has mec "fair and
square". The second comment
which occurs to me is that I gave
the member for Houlder-Dundas
the answer I did as I am likely to
be rebutted by him because of his
excellent knowledge, whereas I
know I can get away with almost
anything when answering the
member for Mt. Lawley. How-
ever, I take the point the honour-
able member makes. This did not
cross my mind when preparing the
answer to the question asked by
the member for Mt. Lawley.
I have nio accurate answer to give
now and I will take it up with
the member for Boulder-Dundas
privately.

EASTER WEEK
Holidays

Mr. NALDER, to the Premier:
I would like to ask the Premier the
same question I asked earlier be-
cause I think he misinterpreted It.
I asked whether the Government
had made a decision as to whether
or not the Tuesday following
Easter Monday will be a public
holiday?

Mr. O'Neil: That is the Tuesday be-
tween Easter Monday and Anzac
Day.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I feel the question would be more
correctly directed to the Minister
for Labour because his department
handles these arrangements.

Mr. TAYLOR: Do I have your indul-
gence to answer, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. TAYLOR: The Government con-

sidered this matter and decided to
make no pronouncement. I under-
stand employers and employees
have consulted together and de-

410)
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cided not to take the matter to the
Industrial Commission for a deci-
sion. The employers and employ-
ees will make their own arrange-
ments in regard to exchanging one
holiday for another. As far as the
Government or any requirement of
the law is concerned, the normal
process will apply. However, there
is nothing in the award to prevent
an employee and an employer
agreeing on an exchange of holi-
days.

Mr. O'Nel;: Is it a public service holi-
day?

Mr. TAYLOR: Civil servants wilt re-
ceive a holiday, and this has al-
ways been so. I understand schools
will be closed on the Tuesday.
Shops will be open on the Tuesday,
unless a different arrangement is
entered Into.

MARGINAL DAIRY FARMS
RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME

Tabling of Agreement
Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Premier:

Will the Premier lay a copy of
the terms of the agreement by the
Commonwealth of the Marginal
Dairy Farms Reconstruction
Scheme on the Table of the House?

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN replied:
Yes.

The agreement was tabled (see plaper
No. 84).

9. RAILWAYS
"Lesehenault Lady"

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:
As a result of the visit to Bunbury
by the Minister for Tourism, will
the Premier guarantee that fin-
ancial assistance will be given to
maintain the vintage train,
Leschenault Lady?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I could quite properly ask to have
such a question put on the notice
paper. However. I will tell the
honourable member that I am not
yet in receipt of a report from the
Minister for Tourism. Any recom-
mendation he makes will be given
my usual earnest consideration.

Sir Charles Court: On the 6th April.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from an earlier stage
of the sitting, on the following motion by
Mr. Bateman-

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to-

May it Please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
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Western Australia In Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville-Deputy
Leader of the opposition) [4.48 p'm.]:
Firstly, I would like to thank the member
for Albany. I understand he was desirous
of catching your eye, Mr. Speaker. How-
ever, because of circumstances which I
have explained to him he has kindly de-
ferred to me.

I support the motion to adopt the
Address-In-Reply, although I cannot agree
with the sentiments which have been ex-
pressed by the mover of the motion or by
the Deputy Premier with respect to the
form of it. The mover of the motion indi-
cated his pleasure at the change in the
date of the opening, and the fact that we
would no longer be bombarded with a re-
port on the Government's performance in
the period which had passed since the
opening of the previous session of Parlia-
ment. Such a report was usually given
when Parliament opened in the third week
of July, as it has In the past. Of course,
the session now opens in March and I be-
lieve the Government has a responsibility
to report to the people, as well as the
House. on the actions it has taken during
the intervening period. In other words, we
would like an interim report which could
be followed later by a full report when the
Premier introduces the Estimates and the
Loan Bill.

I will agree that when the session
opened in July the Address-in-Reply de-
bate was Quickly followed by the introduc-
tion of the Budget and the Loan pro-
gramme, so there was no real need for a
report on the Government's performance.
However, with the opening now in March,
I believe the Government should take the
opportunity to give us an interim report.

I do not believe that the format adopted
by the Government on this occasion of
listing a great number of Bills which it
proposes to introduce was an Improvement
on the previous format.

I wish to take this opportunity, as other
members have done, to congratulate the
new member for Blackwood. We are all
aware that at the next general election
this seat will disappear. I trust the pres-
ent member will be fortunate enough to
receive his party's endorsement for an al-
ternative seat and that he will be success-
ful in the contest which will follow. From
my knowledge of him, I believe he has a
great deal to contribute to the debates In
this House-and, by the way, we need
another heavyweight.

I wish to speak in general terms about a
matter which has concerned me for some
time; that is, parliamentary questions.

I remember ain occasion a long time ago-
I do not Intend to reflect on you. Mr.
Speaker-when the member for Gascoyne
asked me some questions. I was a brand
spanking new Minister and I had Just
taken over an office in the State Housing
Commission which had been unoccupied
for some time. My predecessor also held
the portfolio of Mines, and his office was
in the Mines Department.

As Is the usual practice, the questions
came to my office on the paper used at
Parliament H-ouse, and with only sufficient
paper to Supply the answers. The head of
the department concerned submitted ans-
wers to me-I cannot remember now whe-
ther it was a housing question or a labour
question-and I was not satisfied with the
answers. As I did not have any of the
correct paper in the office-it had been
unoccupied for the past six years-the
questions were cut off and attached to
answers of which I approved which had
been typed on different paper. The mem-
ber f or Gascoyne then complained that I
had changed the department's answers. I
admitted quite frankly that I had, and I
trust that other Ministers do not hand in
answers to questions which they have not
personally checked. The Minister is res-
ponsible for the answer-not the depart-
ment.

I realise that Ministers are asked many
questions of a statistical nature, and must
accept the figures supplied by their de-
partments, unless they are Prepared to
check all the figures themselves. On many
occasions a Minister has had to stand up
and say, "I must apologise, but the infor-
mation I gave Yesterday was Incorrect. I
will now give the correct figures." 1 do
not think anyone would object to a mis-
take of that kind.

When I queried the answer to a question
given to me, the Minister for Labour inter-
jected and said, "You would know the
author by the style of the answer." I said,
"Yes, I do." The Minister implied, of
course, that the answer had been supplied
by his departmental chief. I feel the Min-
ister should not have made that admission,
because the responsibility for answers
given in the House rests with the Minister
and the Minister alone. To avoid such a
Problem, when the Minister is not abso-
lutely certain of the facts, he may say. "I
am advised that such and such is the case."
Nobody minds such a qualification. How-
ever, when he makes a clear and factual
statement, he and no-one else is respon-
sible for its accuracy. I do not say that
this type of thing did not happen when
we were in office, although I personally
hope I did not do it. The present Gov-
ernment seems quite happy to lay the
blame for incorrect answers onto depart-
mental officers. We frequently hear, "I
am sorry, the information supplied to me
was Incorrect." The Minister should not
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always defend his department, but he cer-
tainly should not try to shift the blame
for incorrect answers onto it.

Prom my experience I know that prepar-
ing answers to questions can absorb a con-
siderable amount of time. Many require
statistical answers, and although the Min-
ister does not do the work himself. it still
takes up a great deal of departmental time.
Quite frequently it would be possible for
the member asking the question, if he had
the time, to go to the appropriate depart-
mental records available in the House and
collate the information. However, most
members and Ministers appreciate that
there is insufficient time to undertake such
research personally.

We are well aware that many questionts
have a political bias. I have often heard
it said that the only question worth asking
in Parliament is one to which the person
asking the question thinks he knows the
answer. It is the function of the questioner
to endeavour, although not frivolously, to
Place the Government in some embarrass-
ment.

I would like to discuss the tenor of some
of the answers I have received recently. I
am a little concerned because in some cases
I do not believe sufficient attention has
been given to the quality of the answers
supplied by the Ministers. It may be that
somne Ministers do not personally check
the answers, although I believe they should.

Mr. Lapham: You do not like "Yes",
"No". answers?

Mr. Q'NEMh: No. I do not. I wish to
refer to some questions I asked of the
Minister for Housing, although I do not
want the Minister to take this as a per-
sonal criticism of him. I do not usually
ask a question facetiously and I believe
every question is deserving of a full and
accurate answer. My questions referred to
land in East Hamersley or Greenwood. I
do not know the name given to the precise
area., but I am sure the Minister knows the
land to which I amn referring; it is in
War-wick Road. The State Housing Com-
mission acquired some 20 blocks of land
in Warwick Road from the R. & L. Bank.,The commission intended to build S.H.C.
houses there. I asked the Minister-

What was the Price Paid by the State
Housing Commission to the Rural and
Industries Bank for 20 blocks In War-
wick Road, Greenwood?

And the answer was clear, "$4,000 per lot".
I also asked-

What was the average price paid for
blocks sold by the Rural and Industries
Bank in the immediate vicinity of the
blocks purchased by the State Housing
Commission?

I am aware that some of these blocks were
sold by auction, but I think the majority
were sold by ballot at a published price.
This is the answer I received-

The commission is not aware of prices
obtained by the Rural and Industries
Bank for sale of residential lots.

I did not ask. about the commission; I
asked the Minister whether he was aware
of the prices obtained.

Maybe the Minister could have said, "No,
I am not aware; I have not seen the
brochure that was issued." However, cer-
tainly he could have found out, and
probably so could 1, I could have gone to
the Rural and Industries Bank and asked
for a copy of the brochure issued in respect
of the sale of that land. On the one hand
the question was avoided, and on the other
hand I was not given an answer by the
Minister; I was told what the commission
had to do with it. I then asked-

(3) At what Price is It Proposed to
make available State Housing
Commission blocks to home pur-
chasers?

The minister replied-and this is a
classic-

(3) In accordance with long standing
policy.

Is that a price?

Mr. Bickerton: I thought that was Quite
a good answer.

Mr. O'NEIL: I indicated at the outset
that I am not making this a personal
matter between the Minister for Housing
and myself . That sort of interjection makes
me wonder what would happen If the Min-
ister gave such an answer to the member
for Boulder-Dundas. I would like to be
a fly on the wall in the caucus room if
that happened.

Mr. Hartrey: Hle told me his refusal was
"following long parliamentary precedent"!

Mr. O'NEIL: The Minister for Labour
was a little unhappy about answering a
question asked by the member for Boulder-
Dundas today; but in fact what the
honourable member thought was a legal
opinion given by the Minister was actually
a quotation from an annotation to an
award by Mr. Justice Burt-in other words
he did not give a legal opinion: he quoted
one.

Mr. Hartrey: He didn't quote me one.
He refused to answer what he called a
legal question!

Mr. Taylor: I wish you had said that
earlier; it would have helped me no end.

Mr. O'NEIL: I thought I would let the
Minister get into as much trouble as pos-
sible with the member for Boulder-Dundas
first!
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I am speaking broadly; perhaps it Is
unfortunate that I am using as an example
Questions asked of the Minister for Hous-
ing, but I am sure he can take It. I also
asked-

(4) Is he aware that purchasers of
land from the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank In this area are not
Permitted to sell for four years?

The answer was-
(4) The commission has not investi-

gated Rural and Industries Bank
conditions of sale.

Note that the answer said. "The commis-
sion" and not "The Minister". Perhaps
that answer is accurate, but I did not ask
the commission; I asked the Minister.
This question was asked after a number of
protest meetings in the area. It was
clearly stated at those meetings, on tele-
vision, and in the newspapers-and a
member of the commission was present at
the meeting-that there was an embargo
for four years on the sale of those blocks.
However, the Minister said, "The commnis-
sion has not investigated Rural and Indus-
tries Bank conditions of sale."

Mr. Bickerton: The man who was there
was not attending in his official capacity
as a member of the commission. What
about being reasonable?

Mr. O'NEIL: The Minister asks me to
be reasonable. What about him giving a
fair answer? He simply said the commis-
sion had not Investigated the matter; he
did not say whether or not it was aware
of ft.

Mr. Bickerton: If It was not investi-
gated the commission would not be aware
of it. You are being pedantic.

Mr. O'NEIL: No matter whether or not
the Minister investigated the matter, I
think he would have been aware of it.

Mr. Bickerton: You are being pedantic.
Mr-. O'NEIL: No, I amn being critical.
The next question I asked-and I would

like the member for Boulder-Dundas to
listen to this--was as follows-

(5) Will a similar restriction be placed
on purchasers of State Housing
Commission homes built on the
lots in question?

The answer was-
(5) The lots purchased by the com-

mission are free of encumbrances.
I did not ask that. I asked whether the
commission would place similar restrictions
on the resale of State Housing Commission
homes.

Mr. Bickerton: I have been here as
long as you have, and I know many an
answer given to a question Is not the
answer the questioner wanted.

Mr. O'NEfL.:
judge whether
are even fair
questions.

I am asking the House to
the answers of the Minister
attempts at answering my

Mr. Bickerton: You have the right to
ask questions. If you ask me a question I
have the right to answer it in the way I
want to answer It; and then you have the
right to criticise, as you are now doing.

Mr. O'NEIL: I am not singling out the
Minister for Housing; I am using this
question as an example.

Mr. Bickerton: You cannot have been
very concerned, because you have not
asked for a clarification of the answer.

Mr. O'NEIL: I am asking for It now.
I have already mentioned that the only
questions worth asking are those to which
one thinks one already knows the answers.
I knew the answers to the questions I
asked; I merely asked them to embarrass
the Minister and his Government.

Mr. Bickerton: It didn't work, because I
was not embarrassed. I do not mind you
asking questions to which you know the
answers, but don't expect me to give You
the answers you want.

Mr. O'NEIL: I am pointing out that the
Minister is not very adept politically if he
thinks he can get away with this.

Mr. Bickerton: Oh!
Mr. O'NEIL: Th' Minister is, little by

little, turning the issue into a personal
argument between himself and myself.

Mr. Bickerton: Not at all.
Mr. O'NEIL: I was trying to avoid that

situation. I also asked-
(6) What will be the terms and con-

ditions, e.g., deposit, repayment
Period, interest rates, etc., upon
which State Housing Commission
homes on these blocks will be sold
to eligible applicants?

The Minister replied-
(6) It is proposed intending purchasers

should arrange their own finance
through building societies.

We will cover that matter on another
occasion. It is a shankypoo arrangement
if ever I have seen one. I have mentioned
this matter twice before in the House,
and if the Minister is not conning the
purchasers into taking that finance. I
am a monkey's uncle.

However, to return to the point, the
people of Greenwood are disturbed. I
accept that the commission will do its
best to ensure that the houses It builds
on the land in question will be as attractive
as possible, within the limits of what it
can afford. But the people of Greenwood
are not prepared to accept that the best
the commission can do is good enough.
That is their business, and all the in-
trusions by those who say it is a matter
of discrimination, etc.. are beside the
point. I attended only one meeting, but
many People spoke to me in these terms:
"We have already served our term in
State Housing Commission dwellings. We
have worked hard and saved hard, and
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we have bought a block. We are still work-
lng hard because we want to build some-
thing a little better than the commission
dwellings.' Nobody can blame them for
that.

In fact, the rental operations of the
State Housing Commission are designed
to assist young people to occupy accommo-
dation of an improved standard; that is,
of a standard better than that of the
dwelling which they can rent from the
commission. The commission offers ac-
commodation at a minimal rental in order
that tenants may, if they so desire, save to
build what Is in their view a better home
for themselves.

I know all of the land in question was
originally owned by the State Housing
Commission and that during our term in
Government we endeavoured to use the
financial support of the It. & I. Bank to
develop building blocks for sale at reason-
able prices, and we also endeavoured to
get the bank to build houses on a portion of
that land to be sold at a reasonable price.
It was one prong in a many pronged fork
in our efforts to overcome the housing
and land problem.

To the best of my knowledge-and I
am quite certain of this-there was never
any intention that after the land was
developed some of it was to be placed
back into the commission's land pool. That
would have defeated the whole exercise
because this land was to be additional to
that of the commission, and was not to
be given back to the commission. If it were
given back the commission would not
be any better off.

However, for some strange reason which
I have yet to ascertain, the commission
now seems to require more land than It
has currently developed. For many years
the commission has gone onto the open
market and purchased land in order to
supplement its own housing land supply
whenever it could not keep up. I wondered
at the time whether or not the commission
really needed that land. Perhaps the
answers to some further questions I asked
will indicate that.

I was advised by the Minister that
the current programme of the State Hous-
ing Commission is to erect 2,200 units of
accommodation in the metropolitan area.
On the 20th March I asked the Minister
the following question-

Since 1st July, 1972-
(a) how many building lots has the

State Housing Commission de-
veloped from its own metropolitan
land holdings;

The Minister replied-
(a) 1,540 building lots to provide

approximately 2,200 single detach-
ed houses and group housing
units.

So in fact the commission, from its own
land reserves, had developed enough land
to cater completely for the whole pro-
gramime for the year; because although I
did not ask for it, I was told that the
commission had developed enough blocks
to provide approximately 2,200 single
detached houses and group housing units.
That is the exact number of units for
which the commission had programmed,
so it did not require any further land.

It is true that the commission has
bought, sold, and exchanged land. How-
ever, according to the Minister the total
number of serviced lots which had been
acquired from other sources since the 1st
July, 1972, was 238. 1 presume that In-
cludes the land acquired from the Rt. & I.
Bank. I was also told that the commission
had sold under its own scheme some 22 lots
to individual people and 39 lots to project
builders on a scheme somewhat similar to
the Orella development.

Therefore it is perfectly clear that the
commission did not need to buy 20 lots
from the It. & I, Bank; because it already
had plenty. The question was answered In
such a fashion as to indicate there was
enough land to fulfil the housing pro-
gramme.

I asked the Minister another question
regarding housing finance on the same day
and, following his reply, I asked him If
he would get his officers to check the
figures given: but the Minister simply re-
plied that I should put the question on the
notice paper. Frequently when a member
receives an answer to a question he sub-
sequently says to the Minister, "I think
the calculations are incorrect. Would the
Minister have the figures checked?" The
usual reply is, "Yes, I will have them check-
ed and let the member know." But that did
not happen In this case; I was asked to
put the question on the notice paper.

In the first place I asked the Minister for
Housing what funds are available to the
commission for its own building pro-
gramme. That was clearly understood by
the officers, because I was told the amount
was $21,060,000. I then asked-

(2) Of this sum how much-
(a) has been spent;
(b) is committed in respect of

current building:
(c) remains unexpended?

I think any mathematician would know that
If one adds three amounts one will arrive
at the total sum available. I think the
member for Karrlnyup would agree with
that. However, in reply to my question the
Minister said the amounts were $13,202,000,
$11,600,000, and $7,858,000 respectively.
Those sums add up to a little over
$32,000.000. So out of the allocation of
$21,000,000 the commission somehow man-
aged to spend $32,000,000 and still have
some over,
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I interjected and said that I understood make sure that this amount is spent before
this was a 'supertonk" Government, but
it is not as good as all that. I regarded
what had transpired as an accident, and I
requested the Minister to ask his officers
to check the figures; however, the Minister
said, "Put the question on the notice
paper."

I was also concerned about the great
haste to acquire this land, and I think the
Government must have had a strong
motive for doing this, thus disturbing the
1,200 people living in that area. I wonder
whether the commnission is managing to
keep up with its programme. I still have
a suspicion that it is not keeping up with
it.

There is another matter which concerns
me; and that is in respect of the special
allocations from the Commonwealth to the
States. It is common knowledge that if
these funds are not expended by the end of
the financial year they have to be returned.
In my question I asked how much addition-
al money had come from the Common-
wealth for the Provision of housing, and
the reply of the Minister was $400,000 had
been advanced by the Commonwealth for
the Purpose of building rental units for
needy families, and that these funds had
not yet been received.

Of course they have not. They are not
received until there is an indication that
the money is to be spent. The Treasury Is
in much the same position. The State
Housing Commission does not get the
$21,000,000 in its hands at the beginning of
the financial year. The money is kept by
the Treasury which invests it In the short-
term money market so as to increase the
funds that are available to the Govern-
ment. The Commonwealth does the same
thing. Therefore it will not hand over
$400,000 to the State and allow it to earn
interest on the money.

According to the answer the Govern-
ment was advised of the availability of
these funds in January. I asked the ques-
tion in March. To the part of the question
as to how much had been spent, the
answer was "Nil'; and to the part as to
how much had been committed, the answer
was "$400,000" which was to be spent by
the 30th June. 1973. 1 am not sure what
that means. If there are houses costing
$400,000 under construction then the
money is committed. However, that
amount does not provide a large number
of houses, because under the normal rule
of assessing each house at $10,000 the
number would only be 40. The answer to
the Part of the question as to how much
remained to be committed was "Nil".

The Minister has asked me to put the
question on the notice paper. I will watch
the Position when other information Is
provided to the House to ascertain whether
we have obtained the use of this $400,000.
I trust that no stone is left unturned to

the 30th June this year. To ensure that
it will be spent by that time the Govern-
ment will have to get cracking.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn is not
in the Chamber, but this matter concerns
him. I was somewhat concerned with the
disclosed terms and conditions of the pro-
posed Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement, because I had read in the
newspapers that the Victorian Minister
for Housing (Mr. Dickle), as a result of
a Cabinet decision, indicated that the
Victorian Government would reject the
agreement. Probably a better term to use
would be 'refuse to enter Into the agree-
ment".

It was questioned whether that attitude
on this matter had not changed. The
member for Mt. Hawthorn did quote from
a report which indicated that the Premier
of Victoria had said that Victoria would
accept the agreement.

Last weekend when I was in Victoria
I had the opportunity to have some discus-
sion on this matter. I could not under-
stand how the Premier of Victoria could
cancel, off his own bat, what had been
announced as a Cabinet decision. I am
not blaming the member for Mt. Hawthorn,
but apparently there was some confusion
in the report he read.

In respect of the grant for the building
of rental homes--of which Western Aus-
tralia received $400,000-it is true that the
Victorian Minister for Housing would not
have a bar of it: but his Premier being
hungry for money as all Premiers are told
his Minister to change his mind. That
was money available for housing, and
there was a change of mind.

I am pleased that our Minister for Hous-
ing, on his return from the Housing Min-
isters' Conference, indicated that all States
are standing firm against any insistence
by the Commonwealth of unfair terms and
conditions in respect of funds to be ad-
vanced under a proposed new agreement.

I was one who laughed at the Minister
when, In reply to a question as to what
was the attitude of the Victorians, he said,
"The usual attitude". That was a rather
facetious answer. I was amused at the
time, but I am getting far beyond the
point of being amused at what are evasive
or facetious answers. It so happens that
these questions are relevant to the answer
given by the Minister in respect of the
situation in the Greenwood area.

I am still very concerned with the extent
this Government is prepared to allow the
Commonwealth to have its way In respect
of the Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement. The question of the 4 per cent.
interest rate on housing moneys was, of
course, a proposal of all State Ministers
for Housing before there was a change of
Government in this State. However, It
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appears that with a change of Government
in the Federal sphere, the new Govern-
mnent will only concede this in return for
much tighter control.

The Federal Minister for Housing, when
he was In Western Australia some time
ago, indicated there was to be a big, new
deal for housing. He said that in future
20 per cent. of the funds made available
to the States would be allocated to ap-
proved instrumentalities such as building
societies to enable people to purchase
homes.

At the same time he said that he 'was
somewhat inclined to insist that the State
Housing Commission should build only
rental homes. What a great new deal that
is! Twenty per cent. of the funds will go
to building societies! Everyone in this
H-ouse should be aware that at present 30
per cent. of the funds must be made avail-
able to building societies. So, actually, the
great new deal means there will be a re-
duction in the percentage of funds that
will be made available to building societies.
There are some who may say that more
funds will be made available. Of course
that will be so, because these amounts are
increased every year.

We were also concerned about the state-
ment made by the Commonwealth Minister
that in future he would like to insist that
all funds were to be used for rental homes
and not for purchase homes. I do not
know what the original Proposals were, but
he certainly agreed under pressure- I
hope exerted by all the Ministers for Hous-
ing-that 30 per cent. of the funds could
be used for the purchase of homes. Per-
haps that is the correct figure. but It
should be a matter for determination by
the States. This is not just a handout
from the Commonwealth. It is a loan and
it has to be repaid in accordance with cer-
tain strings that are attached.

Several matters with respect to the lo-
cation of houses were made clear by the
Commonwealth Minister for Housing (Mr.
Johnson) . He said he would like to see
more houses erected in built-up areas. Once
again, surely that is the responsibility of
the States and, in particular, Western
Australia because, in Proportion to the
actual demand for houses, this State
builds a higher percentage of homes in
the country than any other State. I have
forgotten the figures for the moment, but
certainly if one were to compare the num-
her of houses built with the number of
applications for houses, the country areas
would be found to be much better off. This
is important in Western Australia, because
outside the metropolitan area we have rel-
atively small rural communities. We are
unlike other States with large rural com-
munities, and therefore the only building
authority prepared to provide housing in
the country to any great extent is the State
Housing Commission.

So once again this is a matter that
should be left to the discretion of the
States and should be determined by them
in accordance with their particular prob-
lems. in respect of general matters of the
housing agreement that covers fairly well
most of the issues, but I am still con-
cerned that there is not to be a sufficient
number of houses for sale. The man who
is most advantaged in buying a home is the
one who is on a low or moderate income.
Such a man Is disadvantaged if he is forced
to rent a home. I think I can explain
this fairly sinmply. If I am renting a home.
because of other Increased charges and so
on, the rent of that house will rise year
af ter year. Of necessity, it must. If I am
purchasing a home my monthly payments
remain static as at the date I entered Into
the contract to purchase.

Mr. May: But the man who is on a low
Income or a moderate income may have
some difficulty in finding the deposit In
order that he may purchase a home.

Mr. O'NEIL: It is not difficult for a
man in the low income bracket to buy a
home from the State Housing Commis-
sion if that argument is Put forward.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The statement you
made does not apply to houses purchased
from building societies.

Mr. O'NEIEL: Building societies do not
build houses. I am glad the Premier men-
tioned that, because I am sure he will be
very interested in what the State Housing
Commission is doing in respect of building
societies. First of all I will finish the points
I am now making. Not only does the pur-
chaser's income increase because his out-
goings represent a smaller percentage of
his income as he becomes older, but he also
gets the benefit of an asset gain in the
property itself. Therefore the man on a
low or moderate income, if he is able to
buy a home on a reasonble deposit and
reasonable repayments, is in a much
better position than if he is renting a home
for the whole period of his life.

On the one hand he finishes up with a
handful of rental receipts, but on the other
he finishes up with an asset that has In-
creased in capital value. The Premier said
that he did not think that what I have
just expounded would be correct If a man
were purchasing a home from a building
society. Let me tell the Premier what the
State Housing Commission is doing under
its arrangements with the Commonwealth.
Thirty per cent, of the loan funds for
homes are allocated to building societies
from the Home Builders' Account. This
money is made available at controlled in-
terest rates; controlled by the State and
approved by the Treasurer on terms and
conditions virtually laid down by the State.
They are recommended by the Minister for
Housing and approved by the Treasurer. So
the interest rate is controlled. The ad-
ministration fees amount to about J per
cent.
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The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another five minutes.

Mr. ONEIL: These funds are diverted
through the State Housing Commission to
the building societies on special terms and
conditions to people who are on medium
and moderate incomes, shall. we say. At
the moment what the commission Is saying
is, "We will give you only half of that
money which represents 30 per cent. of
the total funds." Therefore, the commis-
sion allocates only 15 per cent. of that
money to building societies, terminating
societies, and co-operatives run by unions
and not 30 Per cent. The commission
keeps the other half and it then says to the
building societies, "We will send you
clients."

The clients the commission sends to the
building societies are eligible people; those
who have applied to the commission for
homes. Those people have been on the
waiting list at the State Housing Comn-
mission. Their turn for a home has been
reached. Unless they are conned Into doing
something else they could obtain finance
from the State Housing Commission at 5R
per cent. over a period of 45 years, a long-
term plan which means only small out-
goings from the weekly pay packet. But
the commission sends the client to a
building society, and it says, "If you finance
the client whose turn has been reached
we will give you some of the extra money
we have kept back," But on what terms
and conditions? This money will be made
available at about '7 per cent. interest
which is about 1* per cent. higher than
the interest rate charged by the State
Housing Commission. Further, the client
must repay the money over a Period of 30
years, which means that his repayments
for his house will be $15 or $20 a month
more, This is a Housing Commission house
he is entitled to buy with Housing Com-
mission finance.

If that is not a confidence trick, I do
not know what is. Last year I asked the
Minister whether there was some advan-
tage in this scheme, I asked whether per-
haps the applicant gained some priority so
that he could be made to see that the
extra $15 a month did advantage him In
some way. The answer was that there was
no advantage. So how the commission is
persuading people to pay $15 to $20 a
month by a confidence trick, I do not
know.

if It is not Illegal for the Government
to do this--under the old agreement the
commission was bound to give not less than
30 per cent., and I have proved that it
gives only 15 per cent.-it Is certainly
Immoral. I think my facts are right. I
have mentioned this three times, and I am
sure that if the Premier has followed me
he will see the merit in nay argument and
he will ask the commission to explain
what It Is doing.

The houses to be built on the blocks in
Greenwood are to be financed under the
shandygaff arrangement. The Minister told
me this in answer to a question, Conse-
quently not only are the applicants denied
cheaper finance, but they are to be asked
to buy much more expensive homes. The
Minister has said that they will be much
better homes, but the applicants will pay
a lot more per month out of their pockets
for them and the only advantage they will
have Is that they will be able to sell them
the day after they move in and make
$2,000 profit on the land itself. The Minis-
ter did not Indicate there would be any
embargo on the resale of these blocks and
they are, in round terms, about $2,000
below the market price. Those who bought
the land at market price cannot sell for
four years but the lucky commission ap-
plicant who gets one of these blocks should,
even if he cannot afford the instalments,
grab it with both hands and then flog it
the next day, thus making $2,000 profit.

That is what the Government is doing
in Greenwood by virtue of the Illegal and
immoral operation of the Commonwealth
and State agreement.

MR. COOK (Albany) 15.32 p.m.]: At the
by-election in Albany in June, 1970, people
living in Spencer Park were excluded from
voting and they expressed strong disap-
proval of this. Spencer Park is a suburb of
Albany, located within the municipality of
the Albany boundaries, yet the residents
were excluded from voting in an election
to choose a new member for Albany. Quite
rightly they maintain they have a greater
community Interest ina Albany than other
centres in the Stirling electorate and that
they are in fact a part of Albany.

It Is not difficult to Imagine their Plea-
sure in learning they will be included in the
electorate of Albany for the next State
election. I mention this point because of a
problem residents are experiencing; that
is, a lack of a large recreational area in
their suburb.

I drew the attention of the Rouse to this
problem in 1970 during a parliamentary
debate and also by way of questions of the
then Government. Since about that time
the Spencer Park School P. & C. has been
working very hard to raise finance to de-
velop the school grounds. I believe that the
present time is opportune for the Educa-
tion Department to formulate a uniform
policy on the multi-use of school grounds
I envisage that such a policy would allow
local authorities to contribute towards the
cost of development of school grounds to
ensure that first-class facilities are avail-
able for both the children during school
hours and the general public out of school
hours. I have used the example of the
Spencer Park School merely to show how
the multi-use of school grounds can be of
benefit to the community as a whole.
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Spencer Park has been an area of fairly
rapid residential development by both the
State Housing Commission and private de-
velopers and only a small area reserved f or
recreation is, in fact, suitable for the pur-
Pose. I believe that only recently the Albany
Town Council has agreed to develop it and
the council is to be commended for this.

The only area which is really suitable
for large-scale recreational activities--and
I have In mind football, hockey, and the
like-is the Spencer Park School grounds.
As I have mentioned, the Spencer Park
School P. & C. has been working hard to
raise finance for the development of the
grounds and I believe the Education De-
partment has agreed to make available
some $1,500 in the next financial year to
assist in this work.

Even though the grounds are only partly
developed at present a number of outside
organisations are using them out of school
hours including the weekends. These organ-
isations include the hockey association, the
softball association and the men's inter-
national basketball association. They do not
pay any rent for the use of the rounds and
the town council does not contribute in any
way to their development. I am not opposed
to the grounds being used by these organ-
isations; indeed, I welcome It. However, the
fact remains that a burden is placed on the
parents and citizens' association and, to a
lesser extent, on the Education Department
to develop the grounds.

I understand that In England the multi-
use of school rounds is comnmon practice.
Also at Port Hedland in our State the
school oval is used by the general public.
This is mainly because of the scarcity of
water in the area. When one considers the
enormous cost involved in developing the
school grounds it seems ludicrous that, by
and large, they are used only by school
children for a few hours a day, five days
a week. In view of the large investment in-
volved I believe a policy should be formu-
lated to make the school grounds available
to outside organisations out of school hours,
including weekends. In the policy, provision
could be made for local authorities to con-
tribute to the development if they felt it
would be of advantage to that particular
area. Such a, policy would help to lighten
the burden placed on the parents and
citizens' assiociations and, to a lesser degree,
on the Education Department; but it would
ensure a first-class facility was available
for the students and the general public
alike.

Quite a deal has been said in the House
on decentralisationi and I, too, would like
to say a few words in connection with this
very important subject. Western Austra-
lia has the distinction-if that is the right
word--of having the third highest metro-
politan population, expressed as a per-
centage of the State population, in Aus-
tralia. In 1954 it Was 55.3 per cent, and

this had increased to 82.3 per cent. by
1971. Only South Australia and Victoria
have higher metropolitan populations.

Although it is well known that this is
an international problem X believe it be-
hoves us all to take every Possible action to
ensure a reasonable spread of population
and Industry. The social and economic
reasons for this are well known, and I do
not propose to deal with them today.

During the last war, for defence reasons,
considerable attention was paid to the
need to decentralise Population and in-
dustry, but even then the social and
economic advantages were appreciated;
and Menzies, in his policy speech in 1949,
Promised "a positive decentralised national
programme of rural production to be car-
ried out co-operatively with the States and
with regional and local authorities".

Nothing was done about the matter until
1984 when the Premiers' Conference of
that year agreed to establish a Common-
wealth-State Officers' Committee on De-
centralistion. The committee met on only
five occasions up to April, 1972, and the
result of the efforts of the committee over
eight years was one small report.

Just prior to the last Federal election
the Government of the day pushed through
legislation to create N.U.R.D.A. - the
National Urban and Regional Development
Authority. That was the first positive
action by the Liberal Government in the
field of decentralisation in a period of 23
years.

The record of the Liberal-Country Party
State Government is a little better. In
the period of 12 years of Liberal rule no
positive planned policies aimed at decent-
tralising industry or population were at-
tempted, let alone Implemented. The State
Liberal Party was fortuitous in that the
Federal Liberal Government lifted the
export embargo on Iron ore and allowed
development of the vast ore reserves in
the north of this State.

Sir Charles Court: That was because of
State Initiative.

Mr. COOK: We all know the results of
the initiatives of the Hawke Labor Govern-
ment when it tried to achieve the same
thing. The Labor Government was not suc-
cessful. The Liberal Party has claimed that
the development in the north resulted as
part of planned decentralisation. I submit
that had the reserves of Iron ore existed
in South Perth that is where the develop-
ment would have taken place. The de-
velopment In the north resulted from the
lifting of the embargo on the export of
Iron ore, and the fact that the Iron ore
reserves were located In the north.

I now want to contrast the inactivity of
the former Liberal Government with the
activity of the present Labor Government.

Mr. Bertram: Hear, hear!
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Mr. COOK: Before I do I think it is
important to visualise the impact the de-
centralisation Proposals of the Hawke Gov-
crnment would have had on Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. O'Neil: Pie in the sky!
Mr. COOK: There was to be an expr

of a comparatively small amount of irn
ore from the north and the consrction
of an integrated Iron and steel work In
the south-west, exporting from Bunbury.
However, the Menzies Liberal Government
refused the export permit and brought the
project to a halt.

Looking at the record of the present
Government. in the field of decentralisa-
tion, one cannot help but feel very proud
indeed. The Minister for Decentralisation
is the first in the history of Western Aiis-
trala. The Decentralisation Review Corn-
mittee was the first to be set up in West-
ern Australia. and it has been responsible
for a large number of recommendations to
the Government. Among those recommen-
dations was a new scale of incentives for
industries establishing in decentralised
locations, which Included rail freight con-
cessions. The highly successful freight
subsidy on wool railed from Narrogin south
for sale at Albany was one incentive.
Another incentive related to interest sub-
sidies, and a greater measure of direct fi-
nancial assistance. It was foreshadowed
recently that regional offices of the Depart-
ment of Development and Decentralisa-
tion will be established in certain country
towns.

Some difficulties have confronted the
Government when attempting to imple-
ment its policies of decentralisation. I
refer to the attitudes adopted by conserva-
tive parties, and by certain conservative
members of Parliament. We heard one
today. Another difficulty has been the
attitude adopted by a minority of very
parochial civic leaders in country areas.

Mr. O'Neil: Not in Albany, surely?
Mr. COOK: Of course not! The Country

Party has consistently opposed decentra-
lisation for fear of adverse electoral reac-
tion.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order I

Mr. COOK: On the 17th May. 1971, it
was reported in The Australian Financial
Review that the selective growth centres
policy was proposed to the New South
Wales Government two years ago in an
exhaustively-documented report prepared
by the New South Wales Development
Corporation. The report continues-

However, the NSW Country Party,
which effectively dominates country
policies in the Liberal-Country Party
coalition Government. has frozen im-
plementation of the report through
fear of adverse electoral reaction...

And so it goes on. For years the Federal
Country Party has paid lip service to de-
centralisation but has tailed to take any
initiative.

Finally, in about December, 1971, a com-
mittee was set up consisting of represen-
tatives from the Departments of the In-
terior, Trade, Shipping, and Transport-
all Country Party controlled. It seems
that a report was furnished direct to the
Leader of the Country Party; not to the
Prime Minister and not to the Govern-
ment, but to the Leader of the Country
Party.

It is interesting to note that the report
named Albany-among other centres--as
a Potential growth Centre. It is quite re-
markable that our own Minister for De-
centraisatlon was not consulted at any
time, and he did not know anything about
the report.

It was interesting to note that this re-
Port was "leaked" out in September. 1972,
after the Country Party had endorsed a
candidate against the sitting member for
Forrest (Mr. Frank Kirwan). I wrote to
the then Leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Whitlam), and Pointed out to him that I
believed the decision of the Country Party
in naming Albany as a regional growth
Centre was based on purely Political con-
sideration. Again, the Country Party was
only playing Politics with this all-import-
ant question.

Mr. O'Neil: You do not believe it is a
regional growth Centre?

Mr. COOK: The Labor Party has been
left with the legacy of inactivity by con-
servative Goverrnents. People living in
country areas have been concerned for
many years with the decline in the com-
munities, and with the shift of population
from the country to the metropolitan
area. They have also been concerned with
the lack of job opportunities, and with
the fact that they are forced to send their
children to the metropolitan area to fur-
ther their education. This Involves great
cost and causes great inconvenience to
the parents.

For many Years People in country areas
have sought Government assistance and
made valiant efforts-even though lacking
in finance and expertise-to attract In-
dustry to the country. They have made
submissions, formed deputations, and done
everything possible to encourage assist-
ance and interest from conservative Gov-
errnents.

Is it any wonder that those people ex-
press great anxiety when a new industry is
established in the metropolitan area which
they believe should have been established
in the country? is it any wonder that
those People question the expenditure of
huge sums of money on freeway systems
In the Perth area? Is it any wonder that
those People regard with suspicion moves
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to provide sites for future power houses
and future universities in the metropolitan
area?

The fact is that the country people have
been fed so much baloney over the years
by conservative Governments that even
though they now have an honest Govern-
ment-a Government with a policy of de-
centralisation-they find it difficult to
believe that this is really so.

Sir Charles Court: Did you read the
speech of Mr. U'ren In the Federal Parlia-
ment when he was in Opposition? He
said the A.L.P. was an urban party.

Mr. COOK: The Minister for Decen-
tralisation expressed his determination-
and that of this Government-when he
spoke on Bunbury television recently and
said, "I am the first Minister for Decen-
tralisation in this State. I do not intend
to be the first failure.'

Sir Charles Court: Brave words!

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COOK: I believe this exemplifies the
Government's determination to implement
its policies for the benefit of the people.
This Government needs the help and co-
operation of country people to implement
its decentralisation policies. It needs
appreciation by country towns and com-
munities of the fact that industry cannot
be forced to establish where the Govern-
ment would like it to establish. It needs
appreciation of the fact that industry
and people cannot be moved from the
metropolitan area overnight. It needs a
realisation by country communities that
some areas are going to advance faster
than others. There is a need for the com-
munities to co-operate with one another
and with the Government.

Mr. E. H. M. Lewis: What effect would
the one-man one-vote have?

Mr. COOK: It would probably help. The
State Government is limited in the re-
sources available to it and administrative
action possible, but it is determined to pro-
ceed with its policies to the benefit of
country areas, as quickly as possible.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Are You making
excuses?

Mr. COOK: I reiterate that the State
now has, for the first time in Its history, a
Minister for Decentralization.

Sir Charles Court: That is not so. We
had a Government for decentralisation
previously.

Mr. COOK: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion butts in and speaks only loud enough
for the Mansard reporters to hear.

Sir Charles Court: I shall repeat it: We
had a Government for decentralisation
previously.

Mr. COOK: His interjections appear in
Hansard and that is the first we know of
them. I am not particularly Interested
in his thoughts, anyway.

Mr. Thompson: You could not answer
them, anyway.

Mr. COOK: For the first time in the
history of Western Australia there is a
Government with a firm policy on decen-
tralisation. Thbis policy is being developed
on two fronts. Firstly, it is being de-
veloped on the basis of incentives to in-
dustry, irrespective of the country location
in which It Is proposed to establish. This
ensures that all country areas have an
opportunity to attract industry. Secondly,
It is being developed in co-operation with
the Commonwealth Government. A policy
of regional growth centres enables a
selected area to receive special assistance
to obtain a more rapid build-up of popula-
tion and industry than would be possible
under a systemn of Incentives alone,

I reiterate that It is impossible to pro-
duce industry overnight In country areas.
it is impossible to produce a massive shift
of population from the metropolitan area
overnight, nor would it be particularly
desirable. However, it is possible to lay
the foundations on which these Ideals can
be built. These foundations should have
been laid many years ago.

Sir Charles Court: And were.
Mr. COOK:, The Present Government,

by the policies it is following, is laying
these foundations and the fruits of those
policies will be seen in the years to come.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I wish they would
hurry up.

Mr. COOK: Parochialism, destructive
criticism, and little people playing politics
will not assist the Government in Imple-
menting its policies. It will not assist the
country regions of Western Australia. The
quickest way to achieve decentraisation
in this State is for all the regions to work
with and for one another and to co-
operate with the Present Government to
the fullest possible degree.

MR.' W. GI. YOUNG (Roe) (5.55 P.m.]:
I rise to contribute to the debate on the
Address-in-Reply. In doing so I shall
refer, in the first instance, to some matters
related to the wool Industry. As we know,
wool prices are now enjoying a relatively
high level. Last night the member for
Northam said that the Labor Government
had brought about renewed prosperity in
country districts.

Mr. Bertram: And said it very well, too.
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: The only commodity.

on the rural scene, which has risen in price
during the last 12 or 18 months, has been
wool. By way of interjection I asked how
the present Government had Increased the
price of wool. No answer was given me.

491
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Mr. Bertram: Perhaps you were not headline, "Wriedt 'Not Committed' To
heard.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I was heard all
right: I asked the question twice.

Mr. Brown: Have you bought any pigs
recently?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I asked as a matter
of information. I have contacted quite a
number of people in the wool industry-
both producers and brokers--to try to find
out what has caused this increase. They
do not know and I am certain the Labor
Government does not know.

To illustrate the confusion within the
Labor Party on the question of wool and
the process of orderly marketing, members
may recall that prior to the Federal elec-
tion, Dr. Patterson moved in the Federal
Parliament to amend a, Bill which had
been introduced for the purpose of estab-
lishing the Australian Wool Corporation.
The purpose of the Bill was to amalgamate
all the wool bodies. Dr. Patterson alto-
gether moved three amendments to the
Bill. He wanted to empower the Australian
Wool Corporation to prepare an acquisi-
tion plan within six months of the com-
mencement of the Wool Industry Act.
For the sake of accuracy, I shall read the
main amendment which is as follows--

Make arrangements for the opera-
tion of an approved marketing scheme
to acquire and/or market the Austra-
lian wool clip.

This was defeated by the Government of
the day. Another amendment reads-

To formulate a detailed plan for
operation by the corporation of a
scheme to acquire and market the
Australian wool clip and to report this
plan to the Parliament within six
months of the commencement of this
Act.

If members are not prepared to accept the
reporting in the Farmers Weekly, the
amendments are also reported in the
Federal Hansard for the week of the 10th
to 12th. October, 1972. It is Hansard No.
19. The six months will expire on the 1st
April, which is only a few days away.

We find that the present Minister for
Primary Industry, who is a senator, ob-
viously was not told about this. He knows
absolutely nothing of this matter. I
checked the Senate debate and found that
he was in the Chamber at the tine. He
voted on the amendment but did not speak
to It. Obviously he knew nothing about it.

Mr. Mcrharlln: He did not understand it.
Mr. Bryce: It is remarkable how com-

plicated farming matters are.
Mr. Bertram: The Federal Parliament

has members opposite wontied.
Mr. W. 0. YOLjNG: We are worried. An

article appeared in the Adelaide Chronicle
of the 16th February, 1973, under the

Acquisition". It reads, in part--
Discounting a widespread belief, in

the wool Industry and elsewhere, that
his Government was firmldy committed
to acquisition as rapidly as possible,
Senator Wriedt said: "I don't think
the ALP has any particular commit-
ment to wool acquisition. We just
would like to see all the rural indust-
ries as efficient as possible.

Mr. Gayfer: He does not know a Merino
from a camel.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: He does not know
a Merio from a Corriedale or, perhaps,
from a camel. I will miss one paragraph
and continue-

... he doubted whether an acquisition
scheme could be put into operation in
July or August this year-he thought
the start of the 1974-75 wool selling
season to be nearer the mark.

Last session we sought an assurance from
the present Government in regard to its
attitude in the event of the Federal Gov-
ernment introducing an acquisition scheme.
Members on this side of the House asked
what the attitude of the Government would
be. The Minister for Agriculture assured
us that there would be no hitch in Imple-
menting the scheme in Western Australia.

The Minister for Agriculture has left the
Chamber but I would like to know from
him what the Government has done to
ensure that the guarantee requested by the
Parliament of Western Australia--and
the assurance given by the Govern-
ment-will be adhered to. Have
any approaches been made to the Federal
Government? Has Senator Wriedt been
informed that the people of Western Aus-
tralia still seek an acquisition scheme?
Has he been put on the right track?
There Is no doubt about-

Mr. Bertram: Do you want a centralist
policy?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I want attention
to be given to the request of the industry
for orderly marketing. I have heard a
deal of rubbish from the other aide of the
House about how all the orderly market-
ing schemes have been implemented by
Labor Governments. There Is no doubt
about the policy of the Federal Govern-
ment. We have had a statement from
Mr. Grassby, who was acting for Dr.
Patterson.

Mr. Bertram: And you are aiding and
abetting it.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Dr Patterson was
ill that morning, and Mr. Grassby said.
"This is our policy. This is our contribu-
tion to fundamental reform. We stand
by it and we put it forward today." That
was his reference to the amendments
moved by Dr. Patterson in connection
with the acquisition scheme. senator
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Wreidt has not even been informed
about the scheme because in the Press he
says he Is not committed to acquisition.
In the House of Representatives Dr.
Patterson and Mr. Grassby say the Labor
Party is committed to acquisition. The
Federal Government was not game to
make either Mr. Grassby or Dr. Patterson
the Minister for Primary Industry because
they said so many things which it was
known would be held against them. So
the portfolio was pushed up to the Senate.
I do not know whether or not the senator
will be a good Minister for Primary Indus-
try. The point Is-

Mr. Mclver: He has given you $1.20 for
the first advance. That is not a bad
start.

Mr. Gayfer: You know all about that!
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: It is not an in-

crease for the first advance.
Mr. Gayfer: Deal with that.
Mr. Mclver: Do I take it you will accept

it?
Mr. W. Ci. YOUNG: I suppose the mem-

ber for Northam will be Prepared to forgo
his parliamentary salary.

Mr. Mclver: I am not as lucky as you
are. I do not have two: I have only one.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: The point!I am try-
ing to make is that it is Perfectly obvious
that the Labor Party made a great song
and dance about how it was going to help
the wool industry and about all the things
it would do for the Primary Producer. The
Labor Party got itself elected to power,
and now it has forgotten what It said it
would do. It is not even Prepared to in-
form the Senator.

I have dealt with the hypocrisy of the
Labor Government about the wool situa-
tion in Australia. and Particularly In this
State where it has always been said we
wanted orderly marketing. The Labor
Government has now forgotten about it.

The Minister has returned to the
Chamber. and I ask: Has he made any
approach to the senator to ensure that
the wishes of the people in Western Aus-
tralia in regard to the wool industry will
be carried out? I can guess the answer. I
wvould not even put the question on the
notice paper. The answer is, "No".

Last night the member for Northam
cast a reflection on the farmers in West-
emn Australia when he stated that farm-
ers were sneaking down the back roads
to cart their wheat to the ports.

Mr. Mclver: He meant every word of it.
too.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: In the first place,
he displays his ignorance. There is no rea-
son for a farmer who has his own grain

In his own truck to bother about going
down the back roads. He is not breaking
any law. He is allowed to do so. There is
no law to say he cannot do so. When he
nominates a port as a delivery area, be is
entitled to cart his grain himself.

Mr. Mclver: Prom Perenjori to Gerald-
ton?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: From Esperance to
Geraldton, if he wants to do so.

Mr. Mclver: What is the reason for
going that distance to cart wheat? Be hon-
est.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Why did the mem-
ber for Northam east a slur on the farm-
ers?

Mr. Mclver: It was not a slur. It was a
fact.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: The farmers do not

sneak down the back roads. They drive
down the main roads. Farmers are not fool
enough to drive down the back roads when
they can use bitumen roads. The wheat is
delivered to C.B.H.

Mr. Mclver: Would YOU say C.B.H. Is
100 per cent. In agreement with this?

The SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I will explain some

of the facts of life in connection with
C.B.H. It has a system whereby it
collects some 23 different types of grain.
The member for Avon can correct me If I
am wrong.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The member for Avon
knows You are wrong but he will not put
you right.

Mr. Gayfer: It Collects 29 different types
of grain.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I am not quite up to
date. Rapeseed and other grains have been
included. That does not weaken my argu-
ment: it strengthens it. It Is not possible
at sidings to segregate 29 different types
of grain, so the farmers are told, "You
can cart Your oats to bin A and you can
cart your barley to bin B." Does the mem-
ber for Northam say they sneak down the
back roads to do this?

Mr. Mclver: Of course they do, and you
do not like to know they are doing It.

Mr. W. Ci. YOUNG: I know More about
this matter than the member for Northam
has ever heard.

Mr. Mclver: But what about
implications that will follow? the

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I am not talking

about implications. I am talking about
the slur cast on farmers by the member
for Northam.

Mr. Mclver: It Is not a slur, it is
factual.
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Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: The only farmers
carting grain illegally are those who are
carting grain and selling it to Poultry
producers and other firma in the metro-
politan area. I admit It has happened. The
grain in question is f.a.q. wheat for -which
they cannot obtain a permit to sell else-
where.

Mr. Mclver: Why are the C.B.H. and
railway officers having discussions now to
try to stop it if it is irrelevant?

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Two years ago there
was a problem of over-storage in the
Oeraldtcn area. Within a 60-mile radius
of the port, the wheatgrowers are protec-
ted. The people growing wheat outside the
radius are told that their wheat will be
accepted only if there is insufficient wheat
from inside the radius.

Mr. Mclver: it would be sold outside the
area.

Mr. W, G. YOUNG: Does the honour-
able member think it is fair that people
who live 60 miles from Geraldton should
have to transport their wheat to the place
he mentioned?

Mr. Mclver; You know, and I know it
is a shocking situation.

The SPEAKER: order!
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I know the member

for Northam knows nothing about it.
Mr. Mclver: Don't you squeal nexct year

when the railway rates are increased.
Sir Charles Court: Yes, and look at the

Premier's policy speech!I
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: That will look good

in the Premier's policy speech.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I am not talking

about railway freights at the moment.
The suggestion has now come from a Gov-
ernment member that rail freights will go
up.

Mr. Mclver: I am not in the Cabinet,
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: We can accept this

as a factual statement which has been
made. The member for Northam made a,
statement that farmers had to sneak down
back roads to deliver their wheat.

Mr. McIver: And so they do.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: If the honourable
member believes that a farmer does not
have enough sense to know he does not
have to sneak down a back road but
could drive down the main road when he
is not breaking the law, I doubt the cred-
ibility of the member's statement.

Mr. Mclver: Are you insinuating I am
misleading the House?

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I know the member
for Northamn's statement is not correct.

Mr. Mclver: Are you accusing me?

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: No, I say that the
honourable member does not know the
facts of the case. I do not believe he is
wilfully misleading the House.

The other point I wish to make is In re-
lation to CB.H. The honourable member
said that farmers are sneaking wheat
down the back roads for delivery to the
ports. If the farmers are bringing sneak
wheat to the ports, it means that C.B.H.
is illegally accepting it.

Mr. Brown: Do you know there is sneak
wheat? Do you know there were 20,000
bushels from one farmer?

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Where did it go to?
Mr. Brown: It went to the city-20,U000

bushels from one farmer.
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I am speaking

about wheat going to the port. The mem-
ber for Northam referred to wheat going
to the Port and not wheat coming to the
city. I have already explained that some
farmers have delivered wheat to poultry
farms and pig farms. Perhaps the honour-
able member was not in the House when
I spoke about this.

Mr. Brown: I have been here all the
time.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: They are the only
farmers who are breaking the law. The
other farmers must deliver whedt to> the
Wheat Board, and C.B.H. is its accredited
agent. If these People are breaking the
law, then C.B3.H. is compounding their
felony. That is the point I wish to make;
if sneak wheat is going to the ports, then
C.B.H. is compounding the felony. I
wanted to Point out the facts to the mem-
ber for Northam.

Mr. Mclver: You have not made it very
plain.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: The honourable
member was so far off the track It does
not really matter.

Mr. Mclver: My comments hurt-that is
what is wrong.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER:, Order!
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: The honourable

member also mentioned the fact that
C.B.H. is losing money because of this
practice; the company would not receive
the toll due to) it. Again the honourable
member shows his Ignorance of the facts
because the tolls are charged wherever
delivery is made.

Mr. Melver:, I did not say that. I said
the railways were losing thousands of
dollars in Northam.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: The honourable
member also said that C.B.H. was losing
money.

Mr. Mclver: You thought I said that.
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Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I will get a Pull Of
the honourable member's remarks later.

Mr. Mclver: You thought I said that.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: if the honourable

member did not say that C... were miss-
ing out on the toll, I apologise. I still
think those words were used. I will check
it up.

Mtfr Mclver: You read the speech first.
Mr, W. 0. YOUNG: I feel I have satis-

factorily answered the charge which was
a reflection on farmers generally as well
as C.!.

Mr. Mclver: It was not a reflection on
anyone. I was trying to help you.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: If the honourable
member has helped me by telling me that
I sneak down back roads to deliver wheat,
I thank him for his help-I do not need it.

Mr. Mclver: I was speaking about your
organisation, not you.

The SPE-AKER: Order!
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I would like now to

turn to a topic which was mentioned
earlier this evening.

Mr. Mclver: You had better explain this
other one first. You have not handled
that too well.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I will do that if the
honourable member wants me to.

The SPEAKER: Will the honourable
member please address the Chair.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I will now turn to
another subject mentioned earlier this
evening, and that is the implementation of
a water scheme to the southern areas of
the State.

Mr. W. A. Manning: You have forgotten
the ic advance.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I will try to remem-
ber to come back to that matter.

Tonight we have heard mention of the
comprehensive water scheme. I feel we
must realise that generally the people on
the south coast are not requesting an ex-
tension of the existing comprehensive
scheme; they want a comprehensive
scheme of their own. Plenty of water is
available in the southern areas of the
State, and this could be piped to the dry
f arm areas.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Mr. Speaker, would
you tell me how much time I have left?

The SPEAKER: The honouratble mem-
ber has 24 minutes.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Before the tea sus-
pension I had moved on to water supplies,
and before that I was discussing somie re-
marks made by the member for Northam

regarding the tolls or revenue lost by
C.B.H. as a result of farmers carting their
grain to the port.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is a pity the member
for Northam is not in the Chamber.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Yes, that is a pity.
When I questioned his statement he chal-
lenged me, so during the tea suspension I
took the opportunity to obtain a pull of
his speech; and to put the record straight
I will read what the member for Northamn
actually said.

Mr. Brady: Has he corrected that?
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: It is a copy. This is

what the member for Northam had to
say-

it is a pity the member for Avon,
who is a. Director of C.B.H., is not in
his seat, because I know he would
support what I am. saying. C.B.H. is
missing out on revenue because far-
mers are sidestepping the wheat
points.

The only source of revenue available to
C.B.!!. is the tolls from grain.

Mr. Jamieson: Just a minute. They are
manning these depots with personnel, but
they are not getting their quotas of grabn.

Mr.' W, 0. YOUNG: That has nothing
to do with revenue; that concerns expendi-
tine. Does the Minister for Works know
the difference?

Mr. Jamieson: The member for Northam
may have made a mistake in that regard;
but the point is that they are not getting
their quota.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: The member for
Northern said he did not make the state-
ment that C.B.H. was missing out on
revenue. I took the trouble to obtain a
copy of his speech and I found that is, in
fact, what he said.

Mr. Jamieson: Do you agree with the
action of the farmers in by-passing the
depots?

Mr.* W, G. YOUNG: The Minister would
know-or possibly he may not know-that
the farmers who cart their wheat in bulk
trucks to the ports are those on the west-
ern side of the great southern line who
would have to cart wheat back.

Mr. Jamieson: What about Geraldton?
That is the instance in point.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: In that area C.B.H.
has the power to rationalise deliveries. If
necessary, it can preveni people from out-
side a 60-mile radius from carting their
wheat to the port. C.B.H. did just that two
years ago when It found that wheat deliv-
eries would tax its storage facilities. In that
instance people inside the 60-mile radius
would have been required to cart their final
loads of grain out of this area and to rail-,
if they were nearer to the port than those
people carting their wheat from outside
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the radius they would be carting away from
their own areas. However, that was the
only occasion that was done.

Mr. Jamieson: And now, because of those
activities, C.B.H. employees are sitting
there doing nothing.

Mr. W. Cl. YOUNG: I do not think the
Minister knows what Is happening.

Mr- Jamieson: I do know.
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: How many times has

the Minister taken a load of wheat to a
wheat siding and seen that happen?

Mr. Jamieson: I do not need to do that;
I have the inspectors' reports.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: What Inspectors?
Mr. Jamieson: The railway people.
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Does the Minister

mean the inspectors have gone to the bins
and have subsequently said that people are
sitting around because no wheat Is being
carted to the bins as the farmers are cart-
ing it direct to the port?

Mr. Jamieson: That Is not the point.
Mr. WV. 0. YOUNG: The Minister said it

was the point.
Mr. Jamieson: I did not say that.
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Well, what did the

Minister say?
Mr. Jamieson: I Maid that is the report.
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Well, what is the

report?
Mr. Jamieson: The report concerns ob-

servation of trucks bypassing the various
centres and going to the port.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: How did the railway
officials know what was in the trucks?
The farmers could have been carting oats
or barley because those grains were not
being received at the depot.

Mr. Jamieson: Do you think the inspec-
tors are clots like you?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Of course they are-
Mr. Jamieson: You have admitted you

are a clot.
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: -if they can sit on

the side of the road and tell what Is in a
truck which Is passing by at 45 miles per
hour.

Mr. Jamieson: They do not have to do
that.

Mr. W. 0, YOUNG: Do the railway in-
spectors pull up the trucks?

Mr. Jamieson: No.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Well, how did they
know what was in them?

Mr. Jamieson: They checked at the
depot.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: What a lot of rot,
Mr. Jamieson: Just wait a minute. You

might get into trouble here.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Roe will address the Chair.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: With your indul-
gence, Mr. Speaker, I will refer back to
something the member for Northam said
earlier, which I think condemns the words
of the Minister. The member for Northam
said that the farmers are using the back
roads to dodge transport Inspectors. He
said they used all the back roads in coun-
try districts, because they know those
roads well. I interjected and asked, "Why
are they using the back roads?" and the
member for Northam said they did so in
order that the transport inspectors will
not catch them.

What could a transport inspector do If
he did catch them? He would be like a
dog chasing a motorcar; he would not
know what to do if he caught one.

Mr. Mclver: Face up to the situation.
Don't worry about red herrings.

Mr. Rushton: You have already sold out
Northam.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr, W. G. YOUNG: Whilst on the sub-

ject of wheat I would like to refer to the
statement made by the member for Nor-
tham that the first advance for wheat this
year would be $1.20. This again shows his
ignorance. The first advance for wheat
this year is to be $1.10. I hope the hon-
ourable member tries to deny that. The
10c incentive payment Is for one year only
and is Intended to get farmers to increase
their acreage of wheat so that we can
make up some of the backlog.

Mr. Brown: It is a very satisfactory In-
centive, too.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I agree, but the first
advance is not $1.20, as the member for
Northam said.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Who pays for It?
Mr. Br-own: Don't you know?
Mr. W. A. Manning: No.
The SPEAKER: Order.'
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I do not think any-

body knows.
Mr. Brown: Of course we do.
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Of course, It will

come from the Reserve Bank; we know
that. Instead of receiving a 10c final pay-
ment in 1975 or 1976 the farmers will be
paid that amount this year. It is not an
extra 10c to the farmer; it is l0c for the
year 1973-74.

Mr. Brown: it is a very good Idea.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I have already
agreed with that. I simply set out to cor-
rect the statement of the member for
Northam, who said the Labor Government
had done a wonderful thing by obtaining
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a first advance of $1.20. 1 am not dis-
puting that the incentive payment is a good
idea; I am just correcting the statement he
made.

Mr. Mclver: Don't you want an increase
for your wheat?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: That is a silly
question. Of course I would love an in-
crease!

Sir Charles Court: Thank goodness we
have the member for Roe to put the record
straight

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I would like to refer
now to the matter of water supplies In the
southern areas of the State. which I was
discussing before the tea suspension. The
member for Stirling referred to this matter
earlier. I think that now some large areas
of water have manifested themselves and
have shown over the last few years that
they can stand the test of three very dry
seasons without diminishing, the Govern-
ment should have a look at implementing
a water supply scheme for the southern
areas. The water supplies in those areas
have proved to be not nearly so accessible
as was thought at first. Much of the land
was opened up under the War Service
Land Settlement Scheme, and because It
is in a fairly high rainfall area it was con-
sidered the provision of water would be a
relatively simple matter. Unfortunately,
that is not so because of the sandy nature
of the soil. No water runs off, and It is
difficult to construct sealed roaded catch-
ments because materials must be carted
in and it is an expensive operation. It
would be easier for the Government to
Provide Public water supplies.

Currently the area to which I am refer-
ring has suffered a persistent dry spell.
I would point out that Mills Lake, in the
Ongerup-Jerramungup area-it is some six
to eight miles north of Ongenip-bas been
shown in aerial photographs taken by the
department to contain some 136 acres of
water with an average depth of five feet.
My informants tell me that would amount
to 180,000,000 gallons of water. I would
not argue with that figure, because, for a
start, I do not know how to calculate the
amount of water: however, that is the
figure the Cinowangerup Shire produced.

Adjacent to Mills Lake is another smaller
lake covering some 50 acres which has a
depth of about 3 ft. 6 in. of water. This
volume of water would provide ample sup-
plies to any of the adjacent towns and
perhaps to those farmers who are situated
on the pipeline route.

Mr. Nalder: That figure you quoted
should be 180,000,000 gallons of water.

Mr. Jamieson: You dropped it down
by 10.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Yes, I nearly let
the Minister off the hook. Again I will
have to quote some figures taken out by

the shire engineer. He has stated that if
a pipeline were laid down this source of
water could Provide 3,600 gallons of water
an hour into the town of Ongerup, and,
based on four hours of pumping a day, the
cost would be $32,800, including the pump,
the piping, and the installation charges.
if this were done It would solve a problem
for a town which, since 1969-70 has been
subject to water restrictions almost every
year. Water restrictions were imposed in
this town on the 7th September. 1989, and
were lifted on the 9th June. 1970, That is a
period of some nine months. The people
in the town were restricted to 16 gallons
a bead a day and, of course, every form
of mechanical sprinkler was banned.

In 1970-71 restrictions imposed on the
3rd December, 1970, reduced the supply of
water to 30 gallons a head a day. These
restrictions were lifted on the 5th April.
1971. In 1971-72 there was no need for
any restrictions, but in 1972-73 sprinklers
were banned on the 8th December, 1972.
A further restriction was imposed on the
15th December, 1972, and of course these
restrictions have not yet been lifted.

I have been told by the shire engineer
in the area that the local Public Works
Department officer has advised that the
existing water supply will be exhausted by
about the end of May this year. This
means that whilst the town of Ongerup
will be completely without water after May
next, 180,000,000 gallons is lying idle, com-
pletely untapped, six miles distant. After
May, water will have to be carted by the
Government or by the townspeople themn-
selIves.

For a sum of $33,280. estimated by the
shire engineer, a bitumen catchment could
not be provided to Increase the town's
water supply. To provide an increased
area of bitumen to catch water is a very
expensive business. The clayey nature of
the soil makes it not particularly suitable
for bitumen sealing, and even if the catch-
ment area were increased to Provide a
greater quantity of water, there could
be a downpour of rain in that area which
would fill the dam for a certain time, but
in subsequent dry years the town would be
in exactly the same position as it is now.

The sensible thing to do would be to
construct a pipeline from Mills Lake to
the town of Ongerup. Over the years it
has been proved that the salinity of the
water in the lake is not increasing and it
is a very good catchment. I would em-
phasise, in regard to salinity, that it has
not increased over the last three dry years.
The fact Is that the water exists and is
capable of being piped around the area at
the moment and yet it is lying there
evaporating while the town of Ongerup is
subject to water restrictions.

Some 25 miles to the east we find that
Jerramunglip is in a similar position. I
asked a question of the Minister for Water



[ASSEMBLY.)

Supplies as to how much money has been
allocated for the provision of water sup-
plies in this area. He replied that no action
in respect of new projects for the 1973-74
financial year can be taken until the
availability of funds is known after a
meeting of the Loan Council. He went on
to add to that, but there is no necessity
for me to quote that part of his answer.

A figure of some $200,000 has been freely
mentioned. I have tried to trace the source
of the authority that disclosed this figure
but I have been unsuccessful. It has been
freely mentioned that this would be the
cost to upgrade the JerramunguP water
supply. This money would not only pro-
vide a pipeline for a distance of 25 miles
but would couple UP the town of Ongerup
and also the little town of Needilup en
route. If this pipeline were laid it would
solve the problem of water supplies for
two large towns and one small one at a
cost much less than that envisaged to up-
grade the Jerramungup water supply alone.
which would still be subject to the vagaries
of the seasons.

As I said a moment ago, following a wet
year the dam would be filled and there
would be plenty of water, but after ex-
periencing a dry year when the dam
would become empty we would revert to
square one. In the area to which I have
referred there is no sign of the level of
the water dropping, and when the lake
fills, which it did in 1971, the water is
about 12 feet deep.

There is another expanse of water in the
Bremer Bay area, known as the Hunter
River basin, which is blocked off by sand-
hills and is currently estimated to cover
somewhere between 40 and 100 acres. The
area would be very hard to assess
accurately unless such assessment were
done with the assistance of aerial photo-
graphs, because of the tributaries which
go out from it. The depth of the water
is about 20 feet and it has a uniform
level all over. On a recent visit, the
Public Works Department engineer estim-
ated, on a calculated guess, that there
would be 1,500.000,000 gallons in this
supply of water. If this were pumped into
the Oalrdner River area it would certainly
solve the residents' water supply problems
for ever and a day.

This huge quantity of water in a State
which is extremely short of water supplies,
should definitely be put to the utmost
use, and steps should be taken to put
this in train as soon as possible.

I will now have to switch from that
subJect to deal with one or two other
matters. Recently the plight of a young
farmer was brought to my notice. Un-
fortunately the Minister for Agriculture
is not present in the Chamber at the
moment. The question I wish to raise
relates to the Rural Reconstruction
Scheme. In this House we have all heard

how the Preier Promised, when he made
his policy speech at Albany, that no
farmer would be forced to leave his farm
because of any action taken by the Gov-
ernent, or because his debts could not
be met. We had a good laugh about that
promise but the Position is not laughable;
it is very serious.

Today I had a talk with a young man
whose application for assistance under the
Rural Reconstruction Scheme has been
rejected four times.

Mr. Nalder: What, now?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Yes, he has applied
for assistance under the scheme four times
and on each occasion he has been re-
jected. I do not know the amount in
question which would mean the difference
between his being viable or not, but I can
assure the House that it is a relatively
small amount on today's standards. Those
in charge of the Rural Reconstruction
Scheme assessed his wool clip at 66c a kilo
greasy. Is not that a ridiculous sum, when
farmers are selling their wool clips at an
average of 200c or 300c a kilo greasy?
This young man needs only a few dollars
In order to make his proposition a viable
one. I asked him what would happen if he
did not get this money and he said that
he would be out of business in a fort-
night. The present Government has said
that no-one would be forced off his farm,
and everyone would be granted a living
wage; but this man will be forced off
his farm in a fortnight if he cannot
obtain assistance under the Rural Recon-
struction Scheme.

To give members some idea of hiq
capacity to earn income, I would point
out that he has 1,850 acres of cleared
land, and he has leased a farm next door
to him consisting of 2,650 acres. That
gives him 4.500 acres from which he can
earn income.

This Year he is putting In 1,100 acres of
wheat. He has 1,700 grown sheep, and 500
lambs. The 1.700 grown sheep will return
him at the minimum 10 lb. of wool per
head; that means he will have 56 or 57
bales of wool. If we calculate the price at
between $200 and $300 per bale-and this
is a very low estimate-he will generate
an income of something like $15,000 at the
minimum.

His total debts in respect of which he
has approached the Rural Reconstruction
Authority amounted to $18,500. It will be
seen that he Is able to generate nearly
that amount of money from his wool clip
alone. Over and above that income he will
have the income from the 1,100 acres of
wheat. This person has the plant, the
seed, and the superphosphate to grow the
crop; but because of pressure from a hire
purchase firm and the threat of reposses-
sion of his machinery he is in fear of being
Put out of business.
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This Government has declared that no
man will be forced off his farm, and the
farmers will not have to leave their land.
It seems that with the assessment of his
wool at 66c Per kilo by the Rural Recon-
struction Authority this person will be
pushed off his farm.

I wish to turn to another aspect of agri-
culture. The situation is developing where
Western Australia has to grow 112,000,000
bushels of wheat this Year. It will be very
difficult for the State to produce this
quantity because of the area that is avail-
able to be sown and the seasonal con-
ditions.

Mr. Brown: Do you think the State will
be able to produce that quantity?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: The honourable
member implies that the State will not be
able to produce this. I also have this
doubt, because there is a terrific shortage
of machinery, and it Is virtually impossible
to buy machinery. To reach that produc-
tion figure we must have an exception-
ally good rainfall this year. In my view the
State is presented with a very difficult
task.

I have made two or three approaches to
the Minister for Agriculture to see whether
something can be done to assist people who
have made application for wheat quotas.
Through the existence of a few anomalies
some genuine farmers, who live and work
on their farms, cannot obtain quotas.
These farmers operate in areas where the
rainfall is under 16 inches per year, and
consequently they are deprived of wheat
quotas. This will make it all the more dif-
ficult to Produce the target of 112,000,000
bushels. We will need to experience a re-
markable season, an excellent start, and
good opening rains to reach that produc-
tion. It is essential that every acre of land
which is capable of producing wheat
should be put into Production.

The Person about whom I was speaking
has 1,200 acres of land fallowed, and is
ready to put in a crop, but he was not
granted a quota. I realise that if he so de-
sires he can put in a crop, deliver it, and
get paid for it this Year, but that is not
good enough for a person who may have to
spend a large amount of money on plant.
It would be a chancy proposition. This
may turn out to be a right season, but
next year he may not not be able to get
a quota. I would like the Minister to, take
note of what I have said.

In my opinion it is essential that every
biona fide farmer who is seeking a wheat
quota should be given one, provided he is
living on the farm and in a grain-growing
area. He should be allowed a quota to en-
able him to remain in the industry. We
should not make this a closed industry, or
prevent people who, through unfortunate
circumstances, have missed out on quotas.
in this regard I am referring to circum-
stances such as drought and bad seasons
when they could not produce grain, and

their quotas were cancelled through their
not being able to deliver wheat for three
years. At the present time the wheels have
turned around, and we are looking for a
greater production of wheat. These are
genuine farmers in a wheat-growing area
and they should be assisted.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [7.55 p.m.]: At
the outset I wish to point out that I
am rather intrigued with the wording of
the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply. The motion Is in the
following terms-

May it please Your Excellency: We
the Legislative Assembly of the Par-
liament of the State of Western Aus-
tralia in Parliament assembled, beg to
express loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to thank Your Excel-
lency for the Speech you have been
Pleased to address to Parliament.

I wonder for what further period will those
words be included in the Address-in-Reply
-the fact that we express our allegiance
to our Most Gracious Sovereign.

I shall not dwell very long on this topic,
but I do want to refer to certain hasp-
penings in the last few months, such as
the motions that are coming up relating
to the Queen's Birthday, the writings of
Margaret Whitlamn, and similar matters.

Mr. Bryce: You do read her diary
column?

Mr. GAYFER: Yes, it is very good.
Mr.' Jamieson: I shall tell her about

that.
Mr. GAYFER: As a matter of fact she

has a flowing style of writing. She has
set herself up as a parallel to Eleanor
Roosevelt. I should say that she has a
great ego as well as a great deal of confi-
dence.

Mr. Jamieson: She can look over your
head.

Mr. GAYFER: Most likely. I do not
think she would bother speaking to the
Minister who is interjecting. As a matter
of fact she would tower over his head!

Mr. Jamieson: She does.

Mr. GAYFER: I want to quote from
her diary column, and this appears in
The Bulletin of the 24th February last.
In it the following appears-

All caught up with this new spirit
of Australian nationalism. Start every
meal now with oath of allegiance to
the constitution. Have turned HRHE
IU portrait to the wall. Tactf ully
suggested to Lady Hasluck that she
should curtsy to me. Gough doesn't
seem to mind. He spends all his
spare time designing a new flag. I
told him we'd either both be on it
or not at all.
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In view of those remarks I wonder to I do not care where members live-in
whom we will be sending the Address-in-
Reply in the near future. Would It be
to Margaret Whitlam? These are the
sort of great changes that are taking
place, and that are supposed to be doing
Australia a world of good. It would appear
that our Standing Orders and our way
of life in this Parliament will be changing
in the near future.

I1 do not want to indulge in an argu-
ment on nationalism, or anything else,
because to do so at this stage would be
futile. However, I do want to capture
the attention of the four Ministers who
are in the Chamber tonight. This is a
magnificent opportunity for me, because I
have picked two subjects with which at
least two Ministers at any one time are
familiar. I rose ahead of the member
for Murray, because I thought he was
speaking earlier.

Mr. Davies: I was temporarily absent
because I was looking for a reference
in the corridor.

Mr. GAYFER: As a matter of fact, I
was the only member who spoke when
the motion that this House sit after tea
on Thursday night was moved. At that
time the Premier said he would do all
sorts of things, but where is he now?

Mr. Davies: Representing the Govern-
ment somewhere else.

Mr. GAYFER: Taking a count of mem-
bers opposite, I see there are 16 of them
and this number includes four Ministers.
I will make my contribution to the
Address-in-Reply with their presence in
the Chamber.

Mr. Graham: You should be flattered by
the number here. You have more here to
listen to you than the member for Dale.

Mr. GAYFER: This is to be an appealing
address so I want members to forget what
I have said up to now! Listening to the
rumbles of the Minister for Decentralisa-
tion I am sure he will be most impressed
with what I am about to say. I would
advise him to be careful with his inter-
jections because he might find there is
some merit In at least the first subject
with which I will deal, as it concerns both
him and the Minister for Tourism.

In the town of York a tremendous
amount of work has been done by the
Minister for Tourism and his immediate
predecessor, the present Minister for Edu-
cation, and I agree with It. However, the
project is a tremendous one. The town
is not dying, but if we do not ensure that
we save the old buildings and the old
atmosphere, it will die and the Opportunity
we have now will be gone forever.

Many years ago when Ensign Dale went
over the ranges he located an area and
established the town of York which is the
oldest country town in Western Australia.

Toodysy or anywhere else-they cannot
deny that York is the oldest country town
in Western Australia.

Mr. Moiler: Toodyay is the best.

Mr. GAYFER: York was quite a settle-
ment and was the headquarters for sup-
plies to be transported to the golddields.
At one stage it was thought the railway
line would go through the town, but that
project did not eventuate. Actually York
may be better off because that particular
railway does not serve the town, although
a lot of York People do not agree with me.

What York has is of great importance
to this State and we must not allow the
town to deteriorate any further. I ami
referring, of course, to its age, its beautiful
buildings Including the churches and the
magistrate's house, and all the other won-
derful features which only York possesses.
Its very history is wonderful and must be
preserved.

The only other town in the whole of
Australia which has the equivalent tourist
potential of York is Maldon In Victoria.
That town has been preserved and the pro-
ject has been encouraged by the National
Trust and by that State's historical society.
The effect on the tourist industry has been
terrific.

Mr. Jamieson: York must be a very
attractive town because the Fabian Society
always holds its conventions there.

Mr. GAYFER: I wish the Minister would
keep his snide remarks to himself.

Mr. Jamieson: I am merely stating the
facts.

Mr. GAYFER: As soon as I have dealt
with this subject which affects the two
Ministers still in their places, I will deal
with the subject in which the Minister
for Works will be interested.

Mr. Jamieson: I am merely being
factual.

Mr. GAYFER: I can do better without
the Minister's help.

This notable town in Western Australia
is being encouraged by several organ-
isations to help it Preserve itself; in other
words, to find the money and the drive
from within its own community to save the
town. The York people are a little diffi-
dent about the project and a programme
of education on this subject must be under-
taken in York. I think the people do not
realise that the tourist industry is the big-
gest industry that any town could ever
attract. It is the biggest and the easiest
and it is also simple to maintain.

In the main, it is feared that in order
to preserve the town, the rates and taxes in
the district will have to be raised to such
an extent that the residents will be Priced
out of their homes and businesses. They
consider that the whole exercise does not
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wairrant such a result, and they have this
fear only because they do not realise the
town's potential.

York is only 60 miles from the city and
it is recognised that it has one of the best
climates in Western Australia.

Mr. A. Rt. Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr. GAYPER: The 1902 Encyclopaedia

tells us that it would be an ideal place
f or a large hospital. We all know that
every town would like to have a university
within Its boundaries, but I think that
York would provide an ideal setting for a
university. It would also be a fantastic
Place for a museum. Members have only to
ask the doorman at the Museum in Perth
to learn how many people visit it at its
present location. No-one bothers to go
there, but if it were sited at the end of a.
Picturesque and historical drive, many
people would avail themselves of the op-
portunity to visit It. Those In charge of our
tourist development are always on the
lookout for somewhere within If hours'
drive from Perth.

Mr. Jones: The south-west is the place.

Mr. GAYFER: York could attract not
only tourists, but also an increased per-
manent population. Already, even though
the project is only In the early stages of
development, many people are grasping
the opportunity to live in the town which
is so tranquil-If I might use that
word-and attractive. They are buying
homes in the district and some are even
contemplating purchasing small areas of
land.

Anyone familiar with life in the United
States of America will know of the dis-
tances the people there commute to work
every day. They would think nothing of
travelling 60 miles. I can sense the derision
of the member for Merredin-Yllgarn and I
can see the half smile on the face of the
member for Northam.

Mr. Mclver. Do not leave any loose
ends. Clean them all up.

Mr. GAYFER: I am: the member for
Northam need have no fear on that score.

We have only to consider the progress
made in transportation in Western
Australia in the last 25 years to wonder
'what tomorrow's medium will be. In the
not-too-distant future people will want to
get away from the smog and the filthy
atmosphere of the city to cleaner pas-
tures where they can keep, a few fowls, a
cow, and perhaps a horse for the kiddies
to ride. What I am saying is not farcical.
The same situation has been experienced
in America and there Is no reason at all
why it will not come to pass here.

in the interests of decentralisation even,
the project should be encouraged. The
potential is there and all that is neces-
sary is the combined interest of the two

Ministers concerned and their depart-
ments to get the project off the ground.
If something is not done about it soon, I
am afraid it will be too late.

Four years ago I claimed to be respons-
ible for saving the old gaol from demo-
lition. This will be borne out by the
people in York.

Mr. Moiler: Your Government bed
something to do with it.

Mr. GAYFER: Fair enough: but no-one
realised the value of the building. Once
such a building is destroyed it can never
be replaced and this applies equally to
the whole town. Unfortunately the earth-
quake did extend to a great extent into
the York district and many buildings were
affected. A certain amount of money was
provided for restoration work, but a lot
more is required for work on the older
buildings, the value of which people just
do not seem to realise.

Mr. A.. It. Tonlkin: What did the Nat-
ional Trust think of the proposition?)

Mr. GAYFER: I will come to that in a
moment. We have to get into this prob-
lem somehow or other, and save the town
historical wise.

Mr. Mclver: Wha~t about a license for
the York Bowiling Club? That would help.

Mr. GAYFER: I suppose that would be
a great attraction!r I Intend to give a copy
of this speech to the York Shire Council
and the interjection of the member for
Northam, for what it is worth, will be well
noted I. am sure.

Mr. Mclver: You usually distribute
everything to York.

Mr. GAYFER: Yes, on behalf of the
people of York and as their member. I also
advise the member for Northam that there
are two opposing forces in York. A
number of people are against this whole
idea. I am claiming that the interested
people, and the shire council, have to
somehow or other carry out an exercise on
a national basis In the Interests of Western
Australia. Somehow or other we have to
try to tell the people and convince them of
the magnificent future which lies ahead in
the field of tourism. That Is all that is
needed.

When the then Minister for Industrial
Development was invited to York some six
years ago the Interested people wanted an
industry brought to the town. Yet, the
greatest industry already exists there under
their very noses. It is crying out for help.
However, the Tourist Development Author-
ity has reached the stage where its repre-
sentatives throw up their arms and ask
where they should go from here.

I have been to York with Mr. Semmens
and Dr. Reid, when they have talked with
representatives of the shire council. We
were requested to convince the people of
the tourist potential. I have tried to do

501
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so. and recently the member for Maylands the shire should raise its rates and taxes.
heard me talking in the presence of Dr.
Goode and In front of some 400 people.
The problem can be solved and It bas to
be solved, otherwise the town, as an his-
torical and tourist attraction, will go.

The people interested in the project have
done a terrific amount of work in con-
nection with it. I refer to Dr. Ride and
Mr. Bannister of the W.A. Museum; Mr.
N. J. Semnmens and Mr. Greaves from the
Tourist Development Authority; the Chair-
man and the Deputy Chairman of the
National Trust-I think we axe all aware of
who is the Chairman of the National
Trust, and I refer to Brigadier John
Roberts who is the Clerk in another place;
Miss Knowles, the then Honorary Secre-
tary of the National Trust; Mr. Marshall
Clifton, Honorary Architect of the National
Trust; and Mss M. A. Feilman, Honorary
Town Planner of the National Trust. Miss
Feilman has carried out an exercise on the
town of York to estimate what can be done
in a short time to get people interested in
coming to the town to make a start on
the project, and to use the town.

Other interested people include Mr. J.
White from the Department of Agriculture,
W.A. University; officers from the W.A.
Institute of Technology; and Mr. George
Strickland, representative of local govern-
ment on the National Trust Council.

Representatives from the York Apex
Club, the Rotary Club of York, the
Businessmen's Association, the York
Society, and the York Tourist Committee
have attended meetings concerning the
restoration of York as a notable town.

Mr. Mclver: What about the R.S.L.2
Mr. QAYFER: The R.S.L. is also inter-

ested and that should please the honour-
able member opposite. The University of
Western Australia transported the whole of
the Faculty of Geography to the town of
York, and the students examined the po-
tential needed to keep People to the town.

However, those students were looking at
specific things such as the cost of goods
within the town compared with its prox-
imity to Perth, and the attraction for
people to purchase their goods in Perth.

At this stage the estimate to get this
project off the ground is $200.000. That is
not a large sum of money to save a vital
link in the history of Western Australia.
The expenditure would be spread over 12
or 18 months, but when completed the pro-
ject would be something of which the West-
ern Australian tourist authority could be
very proud. It would be able to do some-
thing positive and thus get the project off
the ground. In my opinion this is where the
Minister for Tourism becomes linked with
the Minister for Development and Decen-
tralisation.

The cost of the total project will be con-
siderably more, but $200,000 is required
now. The argument could be advanced that

However, some eight or nine years ago
York lost Portion of its area to the
Northam Shire. It lost an area from the
east and also an area from the west. This
reduction in area has retarded York as far
as basic grants are concerned; the rants
are almost down to bedrock and the
annual shire income is severly retarded.

The Minister for Works in the previous
Government 'will recali that the Shire of
York could barely pay its way, and he
made a special grant of $3,000 to help it
along with its roadworks. When the
town council and the shire council amal-
gamated all the vehicles in the area came
under the one authority. A basic grant was
formed on which matching money was
based. Part of the area of York was also
lost to Northami because of the redistribu-
tion and this action further reduced in-
come In those basic years.

Mr. Mcover: Has an application been
made to the Boundaries Commission?

Mr. GAYFER: But it is too late to estab-
lish a base year, as the member for North-
am will understand. The York Shire has
missed out on the C.A.R. and the C.R.T.
grants because the base year was a loss.
The Member for Merredin-Yilgarn will
know to what I am referring. That would
be a heck of an argument to get into to-
night.

Mr. Mclver: I think the shire will get Its
area back.

Mr.' GAYPER: Maybe, but it will not
be in time to save the town so that it can
be turned into an historical town. It is al-
most too late now. Any one of those people
who are vitally concerned in the project
will tell members that if we do not act
hurriedly we will not have an historical
town in this State of Western Australia.

We need an historical town within 60
miles of Perth; somewhere where a person
can take his children for a day's outing.
Tourists can get off a plane and go on a
day's trip. They would see something of
the country and an historical town.

The previous Government sent Mrs.
Nehru to the town and I was asked to
accompany her. She said she had never
seen anything as pretty as the drive
through the hills to the town of York.
Certainly, she Is a great diplomat but
neverthiess I feel she was genuine because
York is a very nice town to visit.

Mr. Harman: It Is a lovely place.
The SPEAKER: Order! Is the honourable

member in his right seat?
Mr. GAYFER: It is a lovely place. The

honourable member should not be inter-
jecting when out of his seat, but as it is a
favourable interjection I will accept it.

I feel this is something which this Gov-
ernment should get its teeth Into, other-
wise the opportunity will be lost. There is
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nothing more that we can do about the
Situation. This is not a single Strawberry
Farm house such as exists at Albany. It is
not one item; it is an entire town. York is
the oldest town in Western Australia and
cannot be replaced.

Mr. Jones: Is the whole town behind
this project?

Mr. GAYFER: I have made the point
before and do not want It to be misin-
terpreted. I do not know whether I am
speaking for the majority or the minority.
That is the honest truth. I could enter
a hotel and participate in a tremendous
row upon this subject. Equally, I could
go into the town hall and find that people
agree with me 100 per cent. The member
for Maylands will recall that they did
agree with me last Saturday week. On that
day we were together and both of us had
to speak in the town hall at York. We must
put the story across. The People will see
the value in the suggestion. Many are now
aware of what this Industry can and will
do for York. It is a heritage we must not
lose.

In reply to the interjection by the mem-
ber for Collie I say that two things are
wanted. We want an education drive with
damned good public relations officers to
help sell the idea. We should not leave it
to the shire council. Let us face it; the
shire council wants money If it is to be
responsible for the project. The people will
think that the council will increase the
rates and taxes and will be against it on
that basis. Often those who live In a place
cannot see what others can see. With
careful handling we can save a town. This
is what we want to do. Secondly, the
initial-I do not say "official"-cost is
estimated to be $200,000. From talking
with people concerned I understand that
$200,000 will make an industry In York.
This is a cheap Industry. Once It Is started
in a nucleus it will mushroom. There are
people equally as Interested in living off the
seaboard as others are in living on the
seaboard.

Mr. Mclver: We will fix it up next year.
Mr. GAYFER: That is a spontaneous

comment, but I am making a genuine
attempt to save a town in the same way
as I made a genuine attempt to save the
gaol of that town. On that occasion I
did battle with my own Government, as
members will remember. We saved the gaol.

Mr. Mclver: With experience, there is
nothing we cannot achieve.

Mr. GAYFER: The member for Northam
should look for himself. If he displays a
"save the town" spirit when he is canvas-
sing we will agree that he is following In
his master's footsteps.

Mr. Mclver: I start next week.
Mr. GAYFER: The honourable member

should not forget that I could well be
looking down at him from another Part of

this House. That is sufficient on the town of
York. I shall now deal with my next
subject and I am sorry the Minister for
Works Is not in the Chamber.

Mr. Graham: He is in the Chamber.
Mr. GAYFER: If the Minister for Works

can hear me I would be grateful if he
would resume his seat.

Mr. Jones: He is not in Fremantle.
Mr. GAYFER: F'remantle Is relatively

close. When the honourable member
speaks People can hear him In Collie.

I want to speak on the comprehensive
water scheme. I do not want to plea for
water in the usual parochial fashion but,
instead, to try to explain to the House that
this is another project which must get off
the ground. I have never done anything but
commend Mr. Hawke-

Mr. Hartrey: Which Mr. Hawke?
Mr. GAYF0ER: Mr. Bert Hawke. I com-

mend him for is Original concept of a
comprehensive water scheme in Western
Australia. Members opposite will Immedi-
ately say, "Yes, but the Country Party
threw it out in the Upper House." I make
the Point that the Country Party did this
for a reason-the same reason given by
the member for Northam who interjected
during a speech I made on the same sub-
ject last Year. Farmers were frightened
of what It would cost. It was a fear of
the cost and an uncertainty as to what
the future held. The Possible overall cost
baulked the decision.

Meetings of farmers were held right
throughout the country. They complained
that they did not want to Pay rates and
taxes on land on which, in the early 1940s,
they ran few Sheep. The dams on the land
catered for the horses which were still
being used. The far-sighted approach of
Mr. Hawke-and I give him great credit
for it-was left dying on its feet.

Mr. Ralder: There were plenty of rabbits.
Mr. Graham: Killed by the Country

Party!

Mr- GAYFER: Yes, all right. I san
afraid the scheme could be killed again, by
costs and not by the Country Party but by
country people. The Deputy Premier, who
has interjected, is acting for his Premier
and, as such, would have some Idea of
Treasury matters. I hope he mnight listen to
my Ideas as to what we should do.

In 1946 it was initially envisaged that
the water scheme would embrace 11.600,000
acres of dirt. The area is well defined in
many maps which can be obtained. I say
this because some members have claimed
that they have never seen such maps. In.
deed, I have some in front of me now.
In 1946 it was thought that the cost would
be in the vicinity of £9 ,SOO000-or approxi-
mately $18,000,000. This meant a cost of
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approximately 51.50 an acre. Had the pro-
ject gone forward at that time, it would
possibly have been completed for
$20,000,000. based on the original costs.

However, the original scheme was
knocked back and it was decided to go
ahead in stages. The first stage was com-
menced and the Commonwealth actually
matched our funds of $10,000,000 in the
first seven years with an equal amount.

Mr. Nalder: Are you talking in pounds
or dollars?

Mr. GAYPER: I am now talking in
dollars. I have said that the original
scheme, estimated to cost approximately
£9,000,000, was knocked back. The first
phase of the comprehensive water scheme
was commenced and the State Government
advanced $10,000,000 with the Common-
wealth advancing a like amount. We
should not forget that this was a grant
from the Commonwealth. Phase 1 cost dhe
State $10,000,000 because there were no re-
payments to the Commonwealth. The area
in question was 4.100,000 acres and it 'was
originally estimated to cost $8,600,000.
Eventually it cost far more than that, The
original cost was estimated at approxi-
mately $2 an acre.

This factor apart, a start had been made
on the comprehensive water scheme. Then,
for a period of three years, nothing was
done by the Commonwealth. The State
contributed something like $2,500,000 and,
during this period, a few towns in the
area were supplied with water. However
this was a fairly dormant period. I vwil
not go through the number of times the
subject was broached with the Common-
wealth and knocked back. We are going
through the same rigmarole now.

Mfter that dormant period, the matter
was broached again in 1955 when the Com-
monwealth agreed that another start
should be made. once again there was to
be a State contribution of $10,000,000
matched by a $10,000,000 loan from the
Commonwealth. The fact that it was a
loan was the first crunch. It had to be
paid back on terms and conditions which
can be seen in the answer to a question
asked by me in the last few days. The
Commonwealth capital contribution and
the interest had to be repaid. This phase is
nearing completion. We read in the Press
the other day that this is the last year. The
extension of the comprehensive water
scheme will bring reticulation to 3,700,000
acres at a rough cost of $8 per acre.

The costs are going up. The astronomi-
cal increase towards the end of the period
has been such that the Government tried to
incorporate a 50 per cent. loan of $8,000,000
to complete phase 3 of the scheme-Bull-
aring-Corrlgin-York-Greenhills or vice
versa in that seven-year period.

At the same time the Government was
asked to consider the York-Bullaring-
Greenhills-York scheme. We know the

fate of that. It was knocked back. But
if members go back into history they will
see that all the other schemes have been
knocked back in turn-all of them-be-
fore they were actually agreed to.

The Government cannot stop. It must
keep on at these blokes or it will never get
anything out of them. I have a file dealing
with the spread of water which contains
the pleas for something to be done. I
begin a new file every 12 months. I show
members the file for one 12-month period.
So I know a little about this subject. I
have here copies of letters I have written
to Mr. Anthony and Mr. Swartz; I have
copies of letters Mr. Nalder has written;
I have copies of letters written by the
member for Cottesioe when he was the
Minister for Works; I1 have copies of letters
written by the present Minister for Works.
All those letters tell the Commonwealth
Government about the importance of this
scheme.

There has been no breakdown in the
recognition by the Public Works Depart-
ment of the necessity for the scheme. The
need for these two vital schemes is recog-
nised by all members, We are not worried
on that score. The position has been well
established.

Mr. Mclver: May I respectfully interject
here? I think you would agree our present
Minister for Works is doing everything
possible. Would you agree that the present
Minister for Works is doing everything
possible to ensure that this scheme is
accomplished?

Mr. GAYFER: May I carry on, Mr.
Deputy Speaker (Mr. A. Rt. Tonkin)?

Mr. Graham: What do you mean by
"carry on"?.

Mr. Jones: You do not mind interjecting
now and again when Someone else Is
speaking.

Mr. GAYFER: I have already stated
that I have here letters written by the
present Minister for Works. I think it
would be tedious repetition to give him too
much credit in one speech.

Mr. Mclver: But you agree he is doing
everything possible?

Mr. GAYIFER: That is right. We reached
the stage at the beginning of this year-
this is in the newspapers and I will not
quote from the articles-when the Premier
was going east to see the Prime Minister.
He wanted $15,000,000 and his No. 1
priority was $8,000,000 for phase 3 of
this scheme-to help the labour force. The
scheme had No. 1 priority, and members
can check on the newspaper report at that
time. Of six items, this was No. 1. The
Premier was sure Mr. Whitlam would turn
around and change the priorities and
everything else, and he came back with
$3,500,000, if I remember rightly. He cer-
tainly did not get the $8,000,000.
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Nevertheless the Minister for Works is
stil] trying. He has been trying "awful
hard" and he has been getting to about
the same place as the previous Minister
reached In obtaining more money for the
comprehensive water scheme.

Mr. Graham: To be fair, though, the
Present Commonwealth Government has
not Yet Introduced a Budget. It Is continu-
lag with what It Inherited. I think you
have to give it a chance to produce its
first Budget.

Mr. GAYFER: I accept that, but at this
stage I am still worried about the fact
that, according to the State Government's
]ast Budget, the Commonwealth Is spend-
ing $180,000 in Western Australia this year.

The ACTING SPEAKE (Mr. A. U.
Tonkin): The honourable member has five
minutes more.

Mr. GAYFER: If members were to go
through the lists shown In Mansard they
would see the millions that have been
spent in the past. There was one three-
year gap when there was no contribution,
and that was the fatal year as far as the
spread of water In the comprehensive
scheme was concerned. I do not want to
see that happen again.

I am not pleading only for these two
areas, believe me. The whole area to be
covered by the comprehensive scheme must
be finished-down into the Leader of the
Country Party's area and right through.
Somehow or other we must also move it
further out. But if we go on the way we
are going, in 50 years' time we will not
have the water in the most productive
part of this State. Somehow or other we
miust overcome, the problem.

What is the trouble? Why can we not
get the money? In 1929 we handed over
all our borrowing powers to the Federal
Government-the whole lot--and the Loan
Council was established. There has been
a carving up of the cake ever since. Our
basis has never been recognised. In the
last eight, 10, or 12 years this one-third
of the Commonwealth-Western Australia
-has never been recognised as the de-
veloping State it is. It is about time a
new approach was made to the Prime
Minister for a system to allow a State such
as this to borrow money for progress.

We must have the money. We have
1,000,00OD people in a State which is the
same size as India, and we have not the
money to get the State off the ground.
To enable us to get this exercise off the
ground, there must be some deep think-
Ing into, the matter so that we can put up
a case to alter the entire system under
which the grants are made. I am not
speaking only of water.

We need $50,000.000 to finish the com-
prehensive water scheme. It is half way
there. All it needs Is $50,000,000. The

farmers are spending $40,000,000 at
Kwinana, yet the State cannot borrow
$50,000,000 to put water right through its
luscious land. It Is an absolutely crazy
situation. Ministers of the Government
could go overseas tomorrow and find
money going begging for this Job, If they
were allowed to take it. This Is the Gov-
ernment's problem. I sympathise with the
Government, but somehow or other It must
get beyond the 1929 "bunny" arrangement
which we entered into as a poor but large
and terrific State.

I have not the powers to know bow this
can be done but we have Treasury boys--
Townsing, McCarrey, and a whole team
of them-who must have ideas. We have
competent men in the Government and in
Parliament. Surely to gcodness they can
come up with an exercise to increase our
borrowing powers. I am not worrying
about paying the money back. That will
be all right. Let us not worry about that
-this State will look after itself. But
somehow or other we must get these rnag-
nificent projects off the ground so that at
least we in the bush can live as they do in
the Eastern States where they have water
and electricity.

We got the money for the Ord River
scheme. Perhaps that was premature-
I will not argue about that. But down
here, in the densely populated central dis-
trict which is experiencing the fourth year
of drought, we want water. We can get
water for $50,000,000, which will complete
a terrific scheme-dams, back pipes,
pumps, and the lot. All we need to borrow
is $50,000,000. The farmers can borrow it
and pay it back on a terminal. The Gov-
ernment can do what the farmers do.

A revision of water charges might be
necessary. Personally, I think-and I say
this right here and now in this House-
that both the metropolitan area and the
country areas are paying too little for
water. This is the driest continent in the
world, yet our water is cheap for the value
we get from it, when we consider Israel
and other dry countries.

I make the plea that the Government
look seriously into our borrowing powers
within the total concept of the Loan Coun-
cil. it is crazy to think of one-third of the
Commonwealth being tied down by old-
fashioned ideas which should have gone
out with the ark. Let us develop this
State. Let us get on with It. The Gov-
ernment needs money. We want the
Government to have it, and once the Gov-
ernment has the money to complete this
scheme it will receive it back in the extra
produce from the land and the additional
sheep and cattle that can be run. The
money will be returned. The people are
here. We do not have to entice them-
they are there. For this reason I make
this plea to the Giovernment.
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MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [8.40
pjrn.J: I wish to support the Motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply, and
I hope without any noisy and provoca-
tive interjections from the other side. I
do not want any hostility after the mem-
ber for Avon's friendly and well-presented
election speech on behalf of his candi-
dature for the Central Province.

Mr. Gayfer: It was not. I already
represent York.

Mr, FLETCHER: Let me say I can think
of other members of the H-ouse we could
more easily do without than the member
for Avon.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. FLETCHER: No names, please.
Mr. Jamieson: He will probably be ex-

communicated from his party.
Mr. FLETCHER: I will call on members

of the 'House, Hansard, the staff, and
members of the Press and the gallery to
witness the fact that I have not inter-
jected tonight or this session. I therefore
ask that the same courtesy be extended to
me.

I rose on a point of order tonight. I did
not do this to cast reflection on the Chair.
Issues are always handled very capably
from the Chair.

Mr. Hutchinson: You will get on!
Mr. FLETCHER: However, I would like

to read members two of our Standing
Orders. I did not have the opportunity
to do this earlier because of the rowdy
interiections. For the benefit of the House
I would like to read Standing Order 134
on page 92. It says--

No Member shall interrupt another
Member while speaking, unless-

(1) to request that his words be
taken down;

(2) to call attention to a point of
order; or

(3) to call attention to the want
of a quorum.

I am aware, Mr. Acting Speaker, that you
are more familiar with the Standing
Orders than I am. You are probably well
aware of the next Standing order I wish
to quote. I draw the attention of the
House to Standing Order 147 on page 95
because of its relevance to tonight's per-
formance. It reads--

The House will interfere to prevent
the prosecution of any quarrel between
Members arising out of debates or
proceedings of the House, or any
Committee thereof.

These two Standing Orders are of particu-
lar relevance to the behaviour in this
Chamber of late. I did not interject
tonight or lately so that I could get to
my feet and read the Standing Orders to
the House with a clear conscience.

When I rose on the point of order, I
pointed out to members that a Minister
was on his feet. He rose to his feet to
answer questions raised by a back-bencher
on the other side of the House. This
particular gentleman is perhaps the most
polite Minister I have seen here. He was
treated in a manner to which I took
exception and as a consequence I got to
my feet. I did not do this to defend him
-he does not need it. I would have taken
the same action if a Minister of another
Government had been attacked. I ask
members to forgive me for labouring the
point, but I am sincere in my feelings
about the lack of decorum in the House.

Sir Charles Court: You would not have
said the same when in Opposition.

Mr. FLETCHER: I believe every member
and Minister in this Chamber is entitled
to be heard. I can understand the hitter
feelings on the other side of the House
as a consequence of their parties' loss of
popularity on the State and Federal scene.
It is only natural that the Opposition
members should feel bitter and hostile.
I1 believe the Government has been kinder
to the present Opposition than the Brand
Government was to us.

I would also like to say that I am
pleased to see so many of the public tak-
ing an interest in politics and attending
in the gallery. It has been noticeable that
the numbers have increased since a Labor
Government has been in office, although
I must say that on some occasions I am
ashamed of the spectacle that we must
present.

Sir Charles Court: You had good cause
to be alarmed last night because of certain
actions on your side.

Mr. Graham: Did you read what the
member for Floreat said about the Prem-
ier? Did you read that?

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): Order! Order!

Sir Charles Court: I am simply re-
minding the Deputy Premier of his be-
haviour last night.

Mr. Hartrey: This isn't a duet between
the Leader of the opposition and the
Deputy Premier!

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member
for Boulder-Dundas: I have called order
two or three times.

Mr. Hartrey:, I heard that.
Mr. FLETCHER: We do not want to

make a spectacle of ourselves. We should
be setting an example to others. Perhaps
ninny people who sit in the gallery realise
that the rules of debate in meetings
throughout this State are based on the
rules of debate in this Chamber. Mem-
bers will agree that our proceedings
sometimes resemble a circus, and we do
not want this example to be followed in
meetings throughout the State.

Sir Charles Court: It is your Government.
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Mr. FLETCHER: I would say to the
Leader of the Opposition that we must
have dignified debates-from Government
and Opposition alike. Did the Leader of
the Opposition hear that?

Sir Charles Court: I am glad you said
that, and I hope you take it up at your
Caucus meeting.

Mr. Jamieson: You ought to bring up
the member for Floreat's remarks last
night at your Caucus meeting.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FLETCHER: The standard of
debate and behaviour in this House has
deteriorated. I realise the member for
Mt. Lawley is busy at the moment, but I
would like to say that if he played foot-
ball as he does politics, his football op-
ponents must have been kicked in the
head, the ribs, and perhaps even more
tender areas of the male anatomy. His
performance here seems to suggest that.
I make these comments without rancour-
I merely make them because I believe I
am justified in doing so.

Mr. O'Connor: You are not game to
talk about the actions of some of your
own men.

Mr. FLETCHER: The honourable mem-
ber was busy writing when I referred to
both sides of the House.

I have not yet mentioned the new mem-
ber for Blackwood. I congratulate him on
his success. I also congratulate him on his
splendid contribution to our debate In his
maiden speech. In effect he said what I
have said on many occasions to Country
Party members and those they represent,
He told them to get off their posteriors
and get out and do some urging on behalf
if their Industry. He told them to Promote
their products rather than stand around
with their hands out for Government
assistance. I commend him for having said
this, but he will not earn popularity In
the rural industry.

I have great admiration for the genuine
fanner. The other night we heard the
member for Mt. Marshall on his usual
theme, "What is the Government doing
to assist the farmers?" While I1 am on this
subject. I would like to draw the attention
of the House to an article in the Weekend
News of the 17th March. It is headed.
"States to get $36m farm aid", and reads--

The states will get $36 million from
the Federal Government for rural re-
construction next financial year.

This amount was agreed to at a meeting
of the State Ministers.

Mr. McPharlin: Did you say the State
is to get $36,000,000?

Mr. FLETCHER: Do not get too anxious.
I will make it clear just how much of that
money our State will get. It is stated here
that Western Australia will get $5,300,000.

I would like to quote from the Daily
News of the 20th March, 1973, a small
report under a Hobart dateline. The re-
port states-

Australian farm Income should
reach $1509 million during 1972-73 the
Primary Industry Minister, Sen.
Wrledt, said last night.

This would represent an increase of
one-third over the last financial year
and be almost 70 per cent. more than
1971.

"There is no doubt that the rural
sector of the Australian economy is on
a solid upward trend," he said.

Rural exports would decline about
eight per cent, in volume but value
would rise about $800 million to
$2979 million.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Now tell us about
the rising costs.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am telling the House
about the alleged poverty-stricken condi-
tion of the farming community! Let me
also say that I know many farmers who
are not well off. However, what I object
to, and what presumably the member for
Blackwood objects to, is that farmers are
perpetually asking the Government for
financial assistance even though the rural
economy is in such an excellent financial
condition.

I have a friend who walked off a farm
because he could not obtain any further
assistance from a bank. He walked off like
a man, and no doubt he will try to earn
sufficient money to go back and stand on
his own two feet. I did not hear hin
grizzling about wanting assistance.
Furthermore, why ask the taxpayer to
provide assistanice? Why should the farm-
ers not go to the private banks and obtain
their assistance from that quarter, rather
than ask the taxpayer to put his hand
further and further into his pocket; es-
pecially when the figures to which 1 have
referred are in print for all to see? Let me
mention another branch of primary Indus-
try-

Mr. McPharlin: The Rural Reconstruc-
tion Scheme--

Mr. FLETCHER: I ask for no interjec-
tions, please.

Mr. O'Connor: You are asking for them.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R.

Tonkin): Order!
Mr. FLETCHER: I would like to refer to

another branch of primary industry;
namely, the craylishing Industry and the
fishing Industry, generally. The men in
that industry have suffered losses as a
consequence of the devaluation of the
American dollar; but I do not hear them
grizzling.

Sir Charles Court: Not much!
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Mr. Nalder: They don't go to you be-
cause they dont get any sympathy from
YOU.

Mr. FLETCHER: Some of my best
f riends are In that Industry, and I em
proud of them. They are particularly fine
and brave people. They take their boats to
sea knowing they could well lose them and
even their lives in pursuit of their product
-crayfish-for which they are now re-
ceiving less as a result of the American
devaluation. But they do not grizzle. Let
those fine people be an example to some
members opposite.

Mr. Nalder: That Is because they bypass
YOU.

Mr. Bateman: And the crayfishing In-
dustry is not subsidised, either.

Mr. FLETCHER: Exactly. That is one
interjection I am glad to hear. I have
already referred to the sum of $5,309,000
and the return of $2,979,000,000 to the
pastoral Industry: do members opposite
want an additional subsidy for everything
on top of those figures? I thank the mem-
ber for Canning for his contribution.
Members opposite-

Mr. McPharlin: You have never bought
a farm.

Mr. FLETCHER: Uf the member for Mt.
Marshall likes I will keep on repeating
this until he Is finished. Members oppo-
site continually rubbish the State and
Federal Labor Governments for their alleg-
ed shortcomings regarding lack of assis-
tance.

Mr. Rushton: They rubbish themselves.
Mr. Graham: You look after your ter-

rorists over there.
Sir Charles Court: Here we go again!
Mr. FLETCHER: Before referring to an

article contained in the "News of the
North" supplement to The West Australian
of the 14th March, I would like to read
two small paragraphs of the political com-
ment of the Leader of the Opposition in
The West Australian on Thursday, the 22nd
March. If I read two small paragraphs
that will be more than sufficient of the
codswallop for which he Is responsible.
He commences by saying-

We are all concerned about rising
Prices but for better reasons than Mr
Tonkin.

The Premier's outburst about prices
Is born in Labor's Socialist philoso-
phy that everybody who makes a profit
is some sort of a rogue.

Let me now relate those comments to an
article which appeared in the same news-
Paper on the 14th March in the "News of
the North" supplement. The heading Is,
"Shires agree to takeover". It states-

By May, 15 country shires will have
transferred responsibility for generat-
ing their electricity supplies to the
State Electricity Commission.

The article then Includes a comment by
the Minister for Electricity, but I will not
read It because 1 am trying to be brief.
Further on It states--

Some of these towns were paying as
much as 17lc per unit for domestic
electricity.

I would ask the I-ouse to listen. I do not
think I need emphasise that portion of the
article to Country Party representatives.

Sir Charles Court: Some people are pay-
ing more under municipal schemes.

Mr. FLETCHER: I know the Leader of
the Opposition will be only too pleased to
drown me out. Further on the report
states-

The S.E.C. hopes to use a uniform
Sjc charge per unit where it takes over
the local running of the supply.

Now, that represents a reduction of some
200 per cent, in the price of electricity to
country people. is this the sort of socialism
-since the S.E.C. is a sem-governmental

enterprise, and it can sell electricity for
200 per cent. less than the price of private
enterprise electricity-that the Leader of
the Opposition deplores? I am all for more
of that sort of socialism by which we can
reduce charges to country people. I am
sure Country Party representatives will
Join with me at least in expressing that
sentiment.

Mr. Nalder: This was started four years
ago.

Mr. FLETCHER: Mr. Speaker, I am
glad you are now back in the Chair to
observe the unruly behaviour of members
opposite. Further down the article states-

in Derby the cost per unit has now
been reduced to 5c to come into opera-
tion by April.

I know it is hard for members on the other
side to listen to this, but the fact Is that
those who believe in the freedom of private
enterprise would allow private enterprise
to extort 17c per unit for electricity, when
the S.E.C. can sell it for 5c.

Mr. Nalder: This was started four Years
ago.

Mr. Graham: Oh, no, it wasn't.
Mr. FLETCHER: The article goes on to

refer to Port Hedland and states-
Plans have been formulated to spend

more than $500,000 on Increasing the
capacity of the Redbank power sta-
tion...

Despite that dramatic drop of 200 per cent.
in the price of electricity, $500,000 is still
available to expand the power station at
Port Hedland.

Sir Charles Court: Do you know the
basis of Port Hedland's power supply?

Mr. FLETCHER: I have illustrated two
areas In which country people are being
assisted. They are being assisted in respect
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of $5,300,000 of the taxpayers' money in
the area to which I referred earlier, and
also by Way of a 200 per cent. reduction
in the price of electricity. Further, we have
been regaled with a lot of claptrap from
the other side of the House on various
amendments to the Address-in-fleply.
which have been a sheer waste of time.
The old communist bogey has been dragged
out.

Mr. Rushton: Censorship does not mean
anything to you.

Mr. Jones: Get back to Sunbury.

Mr. FLETCHER: The old communist
bogey has been dragged out; but it Is as
dead as the dodo. members opposite even
mentioned one member of the Trades and
Labor Council who is alleged to be respon-
sible for the policy of our State Executive.
He is only remotely associated with it
through the T.L.C., and has been outvoted
more than 100 to 1 in respect of proposi-
tions he has put forward.

So what influence has he on the State
Executive or on Government policy? The
Opposition has named him but I will not
name him. No communist is a member of
the State Executive, because ever' mem-
ber has to sign a pledge, and communists
are just as unwelcome on that executive
as are the Liberals. What Is more, the
meetings of the State Executive are open
to the Press. The total number of mem-
bers of the State Executive of the A.L.P.
and the Trades and Labor Council is in
excess of 200. Opposition members may be
able to fool the people of Sunbury or those
in other parts of the State. but they cer-
tainly cannot fool the members of this
House that one man's vote or activities can
influence 200 people. That is completely
ridiculous, and so the Opposition should
not waste the time of this House by making
such a foolish statement.

In addition I have heard the Vietnam
war being raised as an issue. I was repri-
manded by the Leader of the Opposition
for what I said whilst I was in Canada
in 1966 in regard to the Vietnam war. I
said that American and Australian troops
had no more right to be in Vietnam than
the Chinese or other Asian troops had to
be in Australia. I have been vindicated In
regard to that statement and this applies
also to the attitude adopted by those people
who joined me in the march for a mora-
torium. I would also point out that on
those petitions that were taken up for a
cessation of the Vietnam war could be seen
the signatures of professors and even
bishops who wished to make their protest.
I was one who added my signature to the
petition and I was visited by representa-
tives of either the A.S.L.O. or the Com-
monwealth Police.

Mr. Jamieson: Did they have dark
glasses or a beard?

Sir Charles Court: They were shadowed
by Senator Murphy.

Mr. PLETCHER: They came to my
house and I was courteous enough to allow
them to enter. They asked me If I were
responsible for putting my signature to the
petition and I replied that I was. I went
on to say that if they wanted another
demonstration I would get on my chimney
top and shout out to the world what I
had done. This happened years ago.

We saw America's retreat from the
Vietnam war which has proved that our
hostility to the conduct of that war has
been vindicated, and has also proved that
all the members of the Opposition have
been wrong in the stand they have taken
towards the conduct of the Vietnam war.
I can understand the bitterness and the
feeling of those on the other side of the
House. Let me explain that when the last
elections were held in the United States
of America the nation was divided over
the Issue that 45,000 men had been killed
in the Vietnam war.

I can also take my mind back to what
happened in Korea when America wanted
a toehold In Asia and when Korea was
divided with one half of the nation being
pitted against the other. America divided
Korea in the same way as it divided
Vietnam. During the elections held in the
United States the people were divided not
only on the Vietnam issue but also on the
issue of conscription. Those who voiced
their objection to conscription and the
Vietnam war were branded as traitors and
called pro-communists. This was done
simply because an election was pending.
In Australia when it was found that
these actions were not sufficient, election
pamphlets, With great big arrows on them
began to circulate pointing out that the
Red menace was coming down from the
north. As a result the members of the
Liberal Party and the Country Party won
election after election. That is why the
Labor Party was in the political wilderness
for years.

The Opposition members, during their
campaigning for the forthcoming Eunbury
election, have still been trotting out this
sort of propaganda. I can understand
their trotting out the industrial issue, and
let me say that it may Pay off. It probably
will, much to my concern. Only time will
tell. The Opposition members are merely
wasting our time for Political Purposes.
There is nothing like fear to divide a
nation, and members of the Opposition
tried to create this fear by keeping alive
issues such as the Vietnam war, national
service, and other similar issues. Whilst
the populace was divided the Liberal Party
and Country Party members stayed in
office, but ultimately the People woke up
and booted the members of these parties
out of Government, together with all they
represent.
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Mr. E. H-. M. Lewis: And the Country
Party had as many members elected dur-
ing the last election as they did before.

Mr. FLETCHER: The member for Mt.
Marshall has made some comment which
I did not hear quite clearly, but I can as-
sure him that I do not wear my R.S.L.
badge on my pyJamas like he does. During
the last war I served many years in the
R.A.N.

Mr, McPharlin: Will you deny that
America saved Australia in the last war?

Mr. FLETCHER: We should not be dis-
cussing this issue.

Mr. Blaikie: Hear, hear!

Mr. FLETCHER: I would not have
raised the issue; it was the opposition
members who raised it. There is no doubt
that President Nixon destroyed the In-
fluence of the Liberals and the D.L.P. when
be visited Peking and shook hands with
the Chinese leader. In effect, he kicked the
Liberals' case out from under their feet
and we were able to get back into office.
The D.L.P. was also of great assistance to
the Liberal and Country Parties. In one
election the D.L.P. preferences alone were
responsible for winning 19 borderline seats
for those parties. As a result of the Nixon
handshake the D.L.P. collapsed overnight
and its members are still circling around
wondering where they will alight, but I
am sure they will perch in the Country
Party's backyard when they do alight.

Mr. Jamieson: They will eat all the
fruit off their trees, I can tell you that.

Mr. FLETCHER: I can understand the
reason for the dirty attacks made on unions
by Opposition members. Let me put It this
way: I still carry a union card and I am
proud of it. So Is the Minister for Works
and Water Supplies and other members in
this House. I carry it proudly in the same
way as other members of this House do,
because they are fine people who like to
light for the rights of those they represent
just as I fight for the rights of my con-
stituents. Any unionist can opt out if he
so desires. As far as I anm aware, in every
award there is a provision that if a man
does not want to continue to be a unionist
he has the right to go to a union official
and sign the proper form applying for ex-
emption. I forget the number of that form,
but it has an insignia in the top right hand
corner. After signing that form any man
has the right to opt out of the union If he
so desires. That Is something that members
of the Opposition deliberately forget.

Those on the other side of the House
have had a birthday at our expense in re-
spect of the union membership issue. I want
to place the matter In its proper perspective
where it belongs. I have made the point
that nobody Is obliged to belong to a trade
union If he does not wish to be. He can opt

out in the manner I have suggested. What
is more, there was an element oD the other
side of the House that took exception to the
splendid way the Minister concerned has
administered his porfollo. They held him
responsible for what is actually the respon-
sibility of the Industrial Commission. Op-
position members have asked us what we
are doing in trying to stop trade unions
from the action they are taking.

Anybody can lodge an appeal with the
Industrial Commission, as was Pointed out
by the Minister. The arbitration and con-
ciliation machinery was available to all who
needed It; and advantage could have been
taken of this. However, this is what I sus-
pect. and I would ask the member for Dale
to listen.

Mr. Rushton: Extortion is a serious mat-
ter.

Mr. FLETCHER: The honourable mem-
ber is trying to destroy my speech with
a. lot of Irrational nonsense. I draw the
attention of members to our Standing
Orders. On page 5? appears the chapter
dealing with the interpretations. It deals
with matters which are sub iudice. Re-
cently in this House advantage was taken
of this part of the Standing Orders.

The same opportunity is available to the
parties mentioned In question 4 on today's
notice Paper. I refer to Mr. Vic Clements,
Mr. M. E. Myles, Mr. R. Hart, L. J. Wellard
and Co., Mr. Leonardi, and C. J. and A. L.
Ferris. All of them had the opportunity to
take advantage of the legal recourse avail-
able to them,

I have obtained a legal opinion setting
out what legal action they could take and
with your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, I will
quote this so that the legal position may be
clarified. It Is as follows-

Any person aggrieved by any of the
following unlawful acts committed
against him; namely, assault, Insulting
words, interference with the mechan-
ism of his motor vehicle, obstruction of
his right to lawful use of the Queen's
highway, intimidation or threats of any
violence to be done to him or to mem-
bers of his family, could have filed a
complaint with the nearest Clerk of
Petty Sessions and had a summons
issued against the alleged offender.

I suspect that if not the people in question,
then certainly other people-and presum-
ably the parties mentioned in question 4
on today's notice paper-would have been
told, "Do not exercise your legal rights un-
til after the Bunbury by-election."

Sir Charles Court: That is not true.

Mr, Elalkie: it is a lie.

Mr. FLETCHER: I knew that the mem-
ber for Vasse would allege that this is a
lie.



[Thursday, 29 March, 1973] Sit

Point of Order
Mr. O'CONNOR: On a point of order, I

am not sure what Is the position. We
should bear in mind that writs have been
Issued in the Supreme Court. That being
the case, is this matter not sub ludice?

The SPEAKER: I am not aware of any
writs having been issued, so I cannot say
whether or not this matter is sub judlee.

Debate Resumed
Mr. FLETCHER: I have made my point.
Sir Charles Court: We busted it for you.

It is a complete lie.

Mr. FLETCHER: They were told not to
do anything until the Government had
squeezed all the juice out of the orange.

Mi. Rushton: That is an unfair
innuendo.

Mr. FLETCHER: It is not. It is a
straightout statement.

Mr. Rushton: It is an untruthful one.

Mr. FLETCHER: I regret the member
for Mt. Lawley has just left the Chamber.
I wish the member for Dale would do the
same.

Mr. Mensaros: Tell us about the won-
ders of Fremantle!

Mr. PLETCHER: Mr. Speaker, how
much longer have I left?

The SPEAKER: About 10 minutes.

Mr. FLETCHER: I did not Intend to get
up, but I am glad that I did even if by so
doing I have upset members opposite. I
am happy, because what I have to say is
true.

Let me turn to another point. I wish to
show members that the notes of my speech
arc written on the back of an envelope,
so they can realise in what haste my notes
were prepared. I prepared them as a con-
sequence of the dirty tactics which have
teen indulged in by members opposite. Had
it been a cleaner fight I would not have
joined in the debate.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are clothed ini pure
white linen!

Mr. PLETCHER: The Government has
been criticised and pilloried continually
on the economic situation of this State.
T have before me a report which appeared
in the business column of the Daily News
of the 17th March. I should point out that
I read that column as well as the rest of
the newspaper. The report is as follows--

Monetary Agreement has Little Effect
on Trading

News of the 14-nation monetary
agreement In Paris did not prove suf-
ficient to pull the stock market out of
Its recent doldrums.

In the same issue of the Daily News ap-
peared another report as follows--

Money Crisis: 14 Nations Agree on
New Tactics

Paris, Today (AAP): The finance
ministers of 14 nations yesterday
agreed unanimously to ca-operate in
defending their currencies from spec-
ulative disruption and bring the inter-
national monetary crisis to an end.

Despite that, members opposite have hypo-
critically pretended that the election of the
Tonkin Government brought about the
present economic situation in Western
Australia. Are they also implying that this
brought about the economic situation In
the rest of the world? I am trying to show
that Western Australia is the victim of the
international situation over which we have
no control. In the circumstances that we
took over the Government and in view of
the position of the Treasury as well as the
problem we inherited, we are doing partic-
ularly well despite the present economic
situation which the world faces. If left
alone we will do considerably better.

MRt. ETINCIMAN (Murray) (9.17 p.m.):
First of all, I would like to add my con-
gratulations to those proffered by other
members to the member for Blackwood for
being elected to this Chamber. The mem-
ber for Blackwood is well known to mem-
bers of the Liberal Party. He has been an
enthusiastic and a very good worker, and
he has played a very important part in the
workings of the Liberal Party for a num-
ber of years. We are very pleased to see
him with us. I only hope that the door
remains open to him in 1974, and that he
will continue to be a member of this
House.

I would now like to pay a tribute to the
engineers and the members of the Public
Works Department and the Metropolitan
Water Board for the work they have
carried out in the Mandurah area in in-
stalling the water reticulation scheme in
the town. They have done a tremendous
job.

'This is borne out by the fact that
many people have written to the local
newspaper commending the work that has
been done by the employees of the two
departments I mentioned. After installing
the pipes they tidied up the lawns and
roads that had been dug up.

The shire president has congratulated
them. I have much Pleasure In asking the
Minister to convey to the engineer and to
all members of his team-including those
who were engaged on the pick and shovel
work-our thanks for their having carried
out this job in such an efficient manner in
a very busy part of the town.

In some respects the Governor's Speech
was a little disappointing. Mention has been
made that it lacked Padding, and Possibly
it would have been improved if some
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padding had been added. In the main it
contains a long list of Bills which Will be
introduced this Year.

Some of them will involve a considerable
amount of debate occupying many late
evenings while others I am sure will receive
the approval of those on this side of the
House. One Bill I consider very Important
and with which I will deal further later,
is the Bill to establish an estuarine con-
servation and management authority. I
also look forward to the legislation to
revise administrative procedures in con-
nection with national parks and reserves.
I notice that legislation will be introduced
to establish a department of tourism and
with this proposal I agree.

The Portion of the Speech which ap-
pealed to me perhaps more than any other
was not the portion written by the Govern-
ment for His Excellency, but the section
prepared by His Excellency himself and
delivered at the conclusion of it, as fol-
lows-

We have been with you in Western
Australia during the most exciting,
and most rewarding, period of the
State's development.

it has been one which, in fact, has
brought the greatest expansion of any
single decade to date.

In the agricultural, mining and
commercial fields, development has
been outstanding.

It is no coincidence that this development
took place under a Liberal-Country Party
Government.

The Speech is the last His Excellency
will deliver as Governor of Western Aus-
tralia. I do not know who the future
Governor will be. I do not even know
whether a Governor will be appointed
and, if an appointment Is made, whether
be will be a Western Australian, an Aus-
tralian from some other State, or, as has
been the case in the past, someone from
the United Kingdom.

However. I would like to congratulate
His Excellency and Lady Kendrew on a job
well done in Western Australia. Theirs
has not been an easy task. I think that
most members of Parliament would be
aware that it can be very onerous and
difficult at times. His Excellency has been
with us for about 10 years and in that
time he has made it his business to travel
throughout Western Australia to meet as
many people as possible; and both he and
Lady Kendrew have done a tremendous
job and have carried out their tasks as
representatives of the Queen with the pro-
priety and decorum expected of persons in
their positions.

The shortage of water has been dealt
with in this House this evening by a num-
ber of speakers. It is only to be expected,
after a particularly dry season such as the
one we have just experienced following

a succession of comparatively dry winters,
that the supply of water will be a tremen-
dous problem. It is certainly one of the
most talked about in the country at the
present time.

I know that all Governments have given
priority to the provision of water, but still
more must be done in this regard. I live
in an area which has a number of dams
supplying the metropolitan area with
water.

As the necessity to provide more dams
has arisen so have the water catchment
areas been increased and now the area
extends from Perth almost to Pinjarra.
Many of the affected farmers have had
their Properties resumed. Some of the
Properties have been in the families for
two and three generations. I know that
compensation Is paid for resumptions, but
I consider the Government can afford to be
a little more generous in this respect than
it has been. I am referring not only to
the Present Government, but to all Gov-
ernments. I am sure that members realise
what an upheaval is involved in such
instances.

I consider that when water is taken
from in the vicinity of farms, those farms
should still retain their share of it. Al-
though the Metropolitan Water Board has
been very good in many respects, neverthe-
less quite a number of slip-ups occur.

The first of the large metropolitan dams
to be established was the Serpentine dam.
Quite a number of farmers live along the
river and are dependent on it for water
for domestic purposes, as well as for irri-
gation and stock. However, following the
establishment of the dam, the water has
been completely cut off from these farms
at times. The board releases water to
the farms so that the farmers are not
inconvenienced, but sometimes the system
does not work efficiently and on a nunber
of occasions, through some fault at the
dam, insufficient water has been let
through, greatly inconveniencing the
farmers involved. I know that this is not
completely the fault of the board, but I
believe these slip-ups should be reduced
to a minimum.

Further South the North flandalup pipe-
head dam has been built, and again
settlers belowv the dam are complaining
because they are not getting sufficient
water. They maintain they were getting
more before the dam was established; and
this was not the intention. They are par-
ticularly upset when they realise that the
water is being taken from their area to the
metropolitan area and they are suffering
as a result. I know that the board en-
deavours to do its best in this regard, but
mistakes do occur.

Many towns along the route of the pipe-
line to the metropolitan area have bene-
fited from the dam, particularly Mundijong
and Serpentine. A reticulation scheme has
been planned for North Dandalup. but it
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will not be completed for another 12
months. Here again the Pipeline goes
through properties in the area and many
of the agricultural properties are very short
of. water. Although the pipes are full of
witer the farmers are not allowed to tap
them anywhere until 1975. 1 believe this
is wrong. If the pipes are full of water
the settlers through whose properties they
run, should be able to have their farms
linked to the line now.

Mr. Jamieson: They must keep water
in the pipes to prevent their buckling.

.Mr. RIJNCIMAN: The water goes a long
way back.

Mr. Jamieson. It must do because the
pipes must be filled completely.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: The amount required
is not a great deal, but if it could be pro-
vided it would render a service to these
people. The board should have a look at
this aspect.

Mr. JIamieson: I think the flow would
be all against the valve would it not?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I think some techni-
cality may be involved, but the farmers
are really short of water. Some are even
carting it and they are particularly upset
to' know that water is in the pipes on
their properties and they have no access
to It.

The Minister and the former Minister
for Works know the situation in which
Manciurab finds itself. The understanding
is that when the South Dandalup main
dam has been completed Mandurah will
be connected to It.

The present reticulated water supply in
Mafldurah comes from bores at Ravens-
wood. However, the water is exceedingly
hard although it is very clean and pure.
The understanding is that when the
South Dandalup main dam is completed
water from that damn will be connected to
the Mandurah scheme.

Every now and again we hear reports
about the progress of the dam, and refer-
ence to the fact that the water will go to
the metropolitan area. Every time this
happens my telephone rings because some
people in the area become upset at the
thought of water going from that area
to the metropolitan area. They feel that
they are being missed out.

I know the Minister has told many
of the residents in Mandurah that their
water supply would eventually be connected
to the Dandalup scheme. The water supply
to Mandurah will be a mixture from the
South Dandalup dam and from the bores,
and I believe the people in Mandurah will
accept that decision. However, the fact
that the reticulation scheme will be con-
nected to the dam cannot be emphasised
too strongly.

(193

This brings me to my next subject, which
is the Murray River. When speaking to
the Address-In-Reply two years ago I made
a request that before a dam was eon-
0tructed on the Murray River a very com-
prehensive and exhaustive study should be
made into the effects which the damming
of that river would have on the marine
ecology of the Peel Inlet. At that time
my request was in the form of a sugges-
tion.

After a period of two years, which have
been comparatively dry years, I have
noticed the effect of the diminution of the
amount of water In the Peel Inlet, and the
effect that diminution is having on the
marine ecology. I am now strongly op-
posed to the construction of any dam on
the Murray River unless a thorough study
is made of the likely Impact on the ecology
of the whole of the Peel Inlet. That inlet
is too valuable. in the Interests of the
People of this State, for the Government
to allow anything to be constructed which
will markedly upset the marine life of the
whole of the area.

When one considers the number of rivers
aLnd creeks !n the area which have been
dammed mainly to supply water to
the metropolitan area, one realises that
all that water would normally have gone
into the Peel Inlet. I refer to the Serpen-
tine River. the North and South Dan-
dalup Rivers, the Harvey River, and the
rivers which flow into the Harvey Estuary.
The damming of those rivers has had an
effect, on the 70.000 acres of shallow water
in the Peel Inlet and the Harvey Estuary.
Most of the water in that area has always
been very shallow but over the last few
years it has become even shallower.

Problems have arisen regarding weed
growth, along the same lines as the growth
of algae in the Swan River some years ago.
Acres and acres of slimy weed are rowing
in the area, and it seems to be growing
very rapidly. It is more noticeable during
the months of November and December.
For some reason or other-possibly be-
cause of tidal action-much of the weed
floats out to sea and the position does im-
prove. However, large areas are still
affected. Sand banks hold back a lot of
the weed. I believe that if some of the
sand banks were dredged a better flow
would be obtained, but one Is likely to get
into trouble when one talks about dredging
in the Inlet.

I again ask the Minister to give serious
consideration to the Murray River. I would
now be strongly opposed to any damming
of it at all. It seems to me that the Metro-
politan Water Board is moving further
south to obtain Its supplies of water for the
metropolitan area. It Is half way to Bun-
bury at this stage and It is time the board
looked to other areas for its water.

I know that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has suggested on a number of
occasions that water will eventually be

$13



514 ASSEM31LY.]

pumped from the Fitzroy. This is a sug-
gestion which should not be rejected anid X
hope that some study will be made of the
proposal. We cannot continue to take
water from the south-western cower of the
State to supply the metropolitan area. I
visualise a great future for the south-west
portion of our State, and it will require all
the water in the area for its own use and
for its future development.

I believe the Metropolitan Water Board
should look further afield for Its water
supplies. The present main supply comes
from the hills areas but if we were to add
all our dams together they would not make
P_ really big dam so far as world stand-
ards are concerned. The supply of water
will be an ever-increasing problem in the
future of this State as more and more in-
dustries are established along our coastal
belt. While a considerable quantity of
water can be obtained from underground
sources I do not believe that supply is un-
limited. I believe that the Government.
through the respective departments, Is well
aware of the situation and is planning for
the future.

Another Item I wish to mention, and
which also concerns Mandurah, is In con-
nection with the fishing industry and the
ocean bar. In this House previously I have
spoken about the ocean bar and I must
say the groyne works quite well for most of
the year. However, during the months of
November and December the bar becomes
very dangerous and hazardous.

A fishing boat fleet operates from Man-
durab. and is engaged in rock lobster fish-
ing between Mandurah and Bunbury
Many of the boats are fairly large and they
find the Passage over the bar to be hazard-
ous and dangerous. It is only because of
expert seamanship-and a lot of luck-
that the fishermen are able to negotiate
the bar. I suggest to the Minister that
some consideration should be given to the
construction of a fishing boat harbour out-
side the entrance to the Inlet. Such a har-
bour would obviate many of the problems
associated with negotiating the bar, and It
should not be a very costly business.

I might also mention that Mandurab Is
the only safe anchorage for boats between
Rockingham and Bunbury. A small boat
harbour could be constructed In the Robert
Point area which was examined by the
Public Works Department many years ago
in connection with the construction of the
groyne. Such a harbour would also please
many local fishermen.

Some years ago the Director of Fisheries
made an Impassioned appeal to all fisher-
men, and Pointed out that we needed a
new breed of fishermen. Although some
fishermen felt they were being insulted at
the time, the director was referring to our
estuary fishermen. He implied that those
fishermen should be prepared to make more
use of the ocean and gradually phase out

estuary fishing. I think this might still be
the policy of the Department of Fisheries
and Fauna.

ffihermen are to be encouraged to go
out to the continental shelf it Is absolutely
necessary that facilities should be provided
for them. A small fishing boat harbour at
Mandurah would make a great difference
and be of tremendous help to fishermen in
the area. They would have a safe anchor-
age, and they would be able to increase
their activities in the fishing industry.

The Minister for Education is not In the
Chamber today. I want to tell him that
it is time-

Mr. Davies: it's time!1

Mr. RUNCIMAN: -the Education De-
partment took a good look at the schools
In Mandurah. We have a primary school
which nearly 700 children attend. In
addition, 350 children go every day by bus
from Mandurnh to attend the Pin Jarra,
High School.

In the past it may have been necessary
to maintain a really first-class high school
in PinJarra. I1 am not saying that we
should withdraw the 350 children I have
mentioned for some time yet. We should
wait until the numbers have built up in
Pinjarra. However, with the extensions
to Alcoa and other growth and develop-
ment which is occurring all the time, the
Education Department should plan for a
high school in Mandurah as well as an-
other primary school.

Somewhere In the area we will need a
technical school In the years to come. I
am not suggesting that this should neces-
sarily be located in Pinjarra but that town
Is the centre of a great deal of develop-
ment. As It happens, Alcoa has given a
remarkable number of apprenticeships to
young People in the district. Some of the
youngsters have wanted to go Into en-
gineering or Into certain trades. This is a
fine action on the part of Alcoa. Never-
theless quite a number of youngsters In
the district are travelling to Bunbury or
Perth to obtain technical education. I
do not know whether it is right or wrong,
but we have been told that Pinjarra an
expect a population of 25,000 in the riot-
too-distant future. Alcoa is now develop-
Ing as it was meant to develop and we
believed it would develop when It first
started in Pin jarra. The work force has in-
creased with the additional units. I be-
lieve other industries could be attracted
to the area. This would mean a big
difference to the growth of the town and
to the numbers of children of school age.

It is stated in the Corridor Plan that,
by 1980 to 1985, Mandurah will have a
population of 9,000 people. In fact the
town is well on the way towards this
figure now, because it is the most rapidly
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growing country town in Western Aus-
tralia. it is bursting at the seams. Build-
ings are being erected in almost every
street in the town. Large emporiums in
Perth have taken an Interest In the town
because of its growth and development.
They are building large shops. It has a
wonderful future.

This growth will have a marked impact
on the school situation. I say again it Is
time for the Education Department to plan
for a high school in Mandurab and a new
primary school.

A few days ago I had the opportunity
to look at a development project at Lake
Preston which the Minister for Tourism
opened last year. I was impressed with
the progress. Bitumen roads have been put
in and a 500,000 gallon concrete tank has
been installed. Blocks have been marked
out and I was impressed with the land-
scaping of those blocks. Many subdividers
are inclined to take a piece of land and
bulldoze it flat. This has not been done.
The land is beautifully landscaped. This
Project really looks as if it is getting off
the ground and has a future. Further-
more, this is being done by private de-
velopers. It Is a good feature that they
are using their own money. I was deeply
impressed with the growth and develop-
ment and I am sure it will be a fine
development project.

-Mr. Davies: Where was that?
Mr. RUNCIMAN: Interwest is the syn-

dicate which is developing it. It is on the
north end of Lake Preston and niot far
from Preston Beach which is well known
as a popular beach and fishing area.

On many occasions during the last two
or three years I have been In touch with
the State Electricity Commission in an en-
deavour to persuade it to provide Man-
durah with an office at which people may
pay their dues. It is ridiculous, in a town
this size, that people should queue in the
main street in order to pay their quarterly
electricity dues. Sometimes the queues ex-
tend a couple of hundred yards and, in-
variably, the people sometimes Jostle one
another.

It is high time the State Electricity
Commission established an office in the
town which, surely to goodness, is big
enough now. Certainly a large amount of
electricity is consumed in the area.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is far too
much conversation in the Chamber.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I earnestly ask the
Minister to see whether something can be
done in the near future to provide an office
in Manldurab. It has been said that a
large percentage of the people of Man-
durah comprises pensioners. We find them
in long queues, jostling one another, and
sometimes quarrelling as they wait to pay
at a caravan located at the end of a busy
street. This is not necessary. We have

gone past that stage in the town. I ask
the Minister to give consideration to the
establishment of a proper office In
Mandurah,

When Sir David Brand was minister for
Tourism he was responsible for establishing
the Tourist Development Authority which.
I think, has done an extremely good job.
However, a number of complaints have
been made to me In recent times regarding
the allocation of money by the Tourist
Development Authority, People in a town
like Mandurah are far from satisfied with
the way they have been treated by the
Tourist Development Authority. I know
the authority is subsidised, but the people
feel that the board which handles the
money should re-examine its priorities; the
people feel it is far fromn being impartial.
Places in the north seem to be receiving
the lion's share of the money.

Mandurah is not a wealthy area by any
means, but it is a rapidly growing and
developing one. It is a weekend tourist
spot. Many people come to Mandurah
only for the weekend. In fact, thousands
come to Mandurah after work of an even-
Ing in order to go crabbing or prawning.
They make use of the facilities in the area
and return to the city early in the morn-
ing. They do not contribute anything at
all to the town.

The council has provided roads into the
camping areas and other facilities for the
people. The Tourist Development Author-
ity should take this into consideration and
should assist the council In some way to
provide the required facilities.

I said earlier that I was pleased to
hear of legislation in relation to reserves
and national parks. I have spoken pre-
viously about 'Yalgarup National Park. It
is one of our newest parks and I believe it
has a great potential. it is certainly of
benefit to the people because it is easily
reached. It is on the side of the coast
road and includes Lake Clifton and Lake
Preston. However, a number of developers
have wanted to commence projects in the
area or adjacent to it. They found them-
selves in trouble so far as the National
Parks Board is concerned. It seems that
the board has more or less put a fence
around the whole of the area which is over
20.000 acres, Including the waters of the
lakes, and on that fence it has placed a
notice, "Keep out."

I do not think that is right. In regard
to parks--particularly national parks with-
in reasonable proximity to the inetropoli-
tan area-we should have a plan under
which people can enjoy them, walk in
them, and go boating on the lakes. I do
not say they should be allowed to go ski-
ing or anything like that but recreational
facilities should be provided to enable the
people to enjoy the flora and wildlife In
the area.

Mr. Davies: Enjoy and not destroy.
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Mr. RUNCIM.AN: Yes. I suppose certain
areas must be destroyed in order to put
in barbecues and picnic grounds, but we
must make it possible for the people to
enjoy what is in the parks. Otherwise,
why have them?

Mr. Davies: I agree with you.
Mr. RUNCIMAN: I now turn to another

subject. LI am very pleased that the Min-
ister for Development and Decentralisation
will be visiting Pinjarra next Wednesday.
The Murray Shire Council has been looking
forward to his visit for some time. The
council has experienced a number of teeth-
Ing troubles, which are unavoidable with
a large complex such as the Alcoa refinery
right in the town. It is a rural shire. In
the past It has been referred to as a sleepy
sort of hole. I do not go along with that
because the shire area contained some of
the best facilities in the State by way of
racing and trotting courses, a hospital, and
a high school before Alcoa became estab-
lished there. So it is not a sleepy place.
Nevertheless, it is predominantly a rural
area with some of the best farms in the
State on which some of the best stock are
Produced. The establishment of the refin-
ery must have an effect. It has changed
the whole pattern of life.

The shire is concerned about providing
facilities for all the extra people who have
come into the area-mainly constructional
workers who are not permanent residents.
I understand there will be an additional
1,000 people this year. The provision of
facilities and amenities around the town
will cost the council a good deal of money
before it will get anything back. Councils
are always pushed for money, and this
council has a particular problem. People
in rural areas do not want a large town,
as long as they are provided with the feel-
lities they need. It does not seem to be
fair that the residents in the area should
have to contribute to the Provision of these
additional facilities. The shire council will
discuss this matter with the Minister when
he is there.

Another matter is the encouragement of
other Industries In the town. This has
been discussed with Alcoa, It Is remark-
able that a shre which is anxious to attract
industry and sell land in the area is not
allowed to advertise other than by putting
up a notice on the land. The council has
been told it cannot advertise the land.
This matter will also be discussed with the
Minister.

Early in the piece there was a great deal
of discussion about the United States of
America and the actions of the Federal
Government. I strongly support my leader
in his protest about the way in which the
Federal Government has behaved In this
matter.

I find it remarkable that there has
always been criticism of the United States.
I am not speaking of Vietnam-let us for-
get about that for the moment. Wherever

in the world a national disaster occurs-
floods, fire, or pestilence-the first people
to arrive on the scene and help the people
affected are the Americans. They arrive
in aeroplanes with foodstuffs and medical
supplies. They do not have to be asked.
They fly in and bring supplies with them.
They do what they can and ask for nothing
In return.

Some two years ago, there were great
floods in Rumania, another communist
country which is right next door to the
U.S.S.R. The whole country was in a bad
state due to unprecedented floods. Before
one could say anything the big American
planes were flying in with foodstuffs. What
came In from Russia? What does the
U.S.S.R., or China with Its 800.000,000
people, do for any other country?

The United States is a great country in
every way. 1 am not speaking of Its size
or military might but of what it has con-
tributed to the world and the help It has
given to millions of people. It grieves me,
as an Australian, to find the Prime Min-
ister of Australia adopting this attitude
towards the United States. If Australia
wants friends It must be a friend.

As far as Possible, Australia has always
sided with the United Kingdom-the
mother country. To most of us the United
Kingdom Is the mother country, whether
we are first, second, or third generation
Australians. We have received a great
deal from the mother country. England
and Scotland have given us this Parlia-
mnent and the institutions from which we
work. These are worth a great deal. It
worries me to find people who have been
out here for one generation saying. " We
are Australian now. To the devil with the
U.K. We can stand on our own feet. We
don't want to bother about the United
States of America either:' That is a lot of
nonsense, and I am sorry to see that the
leaders of the Federal Government have
adopted that attitude. I do not think the
average Australian-whether he supports
the Liberal Party, the Labor Party, or the
Country Party-feels that way. Why do
some people go to such trouble to insult
the United States? on the whole, Ameri-
cans are a generous people.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes more.

Mr. RUNCI2MAN: They have provided
a great deal for so many countries,
and the average American person in the
street also responds generously to the
people of other countries who are in
trouble. Can we say that about China or
Russia? No.

Mr. Graham: The greatest episode of
dropping bombs In the history of the world
was what the U.S.A. did in Vietnam.

Mr. RtJNCIMAN: None of us liked that.
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Mr. Graham: Most definitely we did
not, We have Protested about It from the
commencement, and we still do. We do not
think much of It or of the people who
barrack for them.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: None of us condoned
It or liked It.

Mr. Graham: You should have stood up
with us to be counted, Instead of which
you tried to win elections from lus.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Graham: You were 100 per cent.
behind it. Now you are feeling sorry for
Yourselves.

The SPEAKER: order!
Mr. Rushton: What about the millions

who are locked up In Russia?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

Mailer.
House adjourned at 9.59 p.m.

?& nitatine (Enuil
Tuesday, the 3rd April, 1973

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. a.
Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.. and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. TRAFFIC

Fatal Accidents
The Hon. L. A. LOGAN, to the Leader
of the House:

I refer to my question 20 on the
22nd March, to which the Leader
of the H-ouse replied on that
date-
"The answer requires considerable
research and will be supplied to
the Hon. Member when available."
Is the information now available?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
I thank the honourable member
for drawing my attention to this
matter. The answer is now avail-
able and It reads--

I am now in receipt of a report
from the Commissioner of
Police who advises as follows--

Information of this nature Is
recorded in the Department
under the Police District which
in many cases does not cor-res-
pond with the boundaries of

local authorities. igures have
been reassembled according to
local authority area and while
there may be some minor
errors in dissection, it is
believed the totals are correct.

Broome
Busselton.......
Esperance........
Lake Grace
Manilmup........
Marble Bar
Merredin
Murray
Northam
Nuilagine.......
Onslow
Port ifediand
Raveotllorpe
itoebourn .
Tabieland.........
West Kimberley
Wyadhan-.East Kimberley

Date of Fats Accidents
Itandover (Equivalent Periods)

Prior Subae.
1/1/169 6 quoe
1111196910

1/4/1971 3 6
1/10/1970 7 1
1/7/1971 1 1

1/10/1970 12 5
17/1972 Nil 1

1/4/1971 7 2
1/7/1971 N i1 7
1/7/1072 2 4
1/7/1972 3 Nil
1/7/1971 1%ii 1
1/10/1972 II
1/10/1970 4 Nit
1/7/1972 6 3
1/7/197-- Nil 2
1/1/0611l 27 7
1/411971 1 13

7D 64

It will be appreciated the dif-
ficulties experienced In col-
lating this information and
any inconvenience caused by
this delay is regretted.

2. ROAD TRANSPORT
North-West: Permits

The Ron. CIZVE GRIFFITHS, to the
Leader of the House:

1) Would the Minister Indicate how
he was able to provide the answer
to my question of Wednesday, the
28th March, 1973, by giving the
answers in tons, when he says
that it is not possible to give the
answers In the number of permits
Issued as requested by me?

(2) Is it not a fact that in order to
calculate the number of tons
carted the permit application
forms would have to be examined?

(3) If the answer to (2) is "No", how
is it possible to calculate the
tonnage without checking the
permits issued?

The H-on J. DOLAN replied:
(1) to (3) For statistical purposes it

Is continuing practice to tally
the tonnages of goods authorised
for transport to the different
north-west centres.
As an individual permit could
represent any thing from a few
tons to 40 or 50 tons and the goods
included in each permit may be for
several different destinations, the
number of permits is not signifi-
cant.
For this reason, statistical records
of permits issued are not kept.


